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Spoken Teaching Points

The following represent possible talking points for your D’var Torah, Sermon,Dharma

Talk, Khutbah, or other spoken teaching in your spiritual or faith community.

We are facing a Climate Emergency.

The Climate Emergency represents a grave and urgent threat to humanity, the global
environment, the most vulnerable among us, and future generations. Our religious and
spiritual traditions call us to care for each other and for Earth. However, the scientific
consensus is powerful and direct: without incredibly ambitious and rapid action, we face
brutal environmental disruption that will cost millions of lives, displace hundreds of millions
from their homes, impoverish countless communities, and badly degrade ecosystems that
support life. The most vulnerable among us will suffer worst, despite having contributed least
to the problem.

To stabilize the climate at a level that is still dangerous but short of catastrophic levels,
greenhouse gas emissions need to fall to a net zero level by 2050. This is an unprecedented
challenge for humans, and it needs to happen immediately. This is what we call a climate
emergency.

Despite the Paris Agreement, the problem is getting
worse, not better.

Since the Paris Climate Agreement was signed in 2016, the world has actually lost ground in
responding to climate change. Now, sadly, we are facing a true Climate Emergency.

¢ Globally, and in the US, carbon emissions have risen.

¢ The fossil fuel industry has spent more than $1 billion since 2016 directly and through its
trade associations lobbying against climate change legislation.

¢ The financial sector has increased its financing for new fossil fuel infrastructure to the
tune of $1.9 trillion since the Paris Agreement was signed.

This reality is alarming. Combined with a federal administration that is actively hostile to
climate action, the prospects are dire.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY SPOKEN TEACHING POINTS FOR A CLIMATE EMERGENCY PAGE 1
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CLIMATE EMERGENCY GreenFaith.

SPOKEN TEACHING POINTS FOR A CLIMATE EMERGENCY Interfatth Partners In Action for the Earth

wnat response to the

People of faith and spirit must decide what kind of response to climate change they will
support. GreenFaith supports a response based on compassion, love and justice and believes
that four conditions must guide our approach to climate change. Our response must:

e Be urgent and ambitious, meeting the scale of the problem at the fastest possible rate.

A mobilization of society similar to past wartime mobilizations is needed.

e Be holistic. It must transform our energy, transportation, food and water systems, our
buildings and infrastructure, and economic systems. All must change if we are to meet

the challenge.

e Engage those hurt most by and vulnerable to the climate emergency and invest heavily in
their communities and solutions. It must provide protection from extreme heat, severe
weather, high flooding waters, and deadly air pollution. It must support local leadership,

and the countless local solutions that are already underway.

e Invest in the training of workers, job placement, and a commitment to good paying jobs.
It must fund re-training and income maintenance for displaced workers, so that those
who have built the foundation for today's economy aren't hurt by the transition to a new

economy.

E\ o r“E AriN O 2 fm U ma +te Fmercency AN m alre 2 ro- ] ri 1FF Sroanc r;ﬂ
Jeciaring a Liimate cmergency Can make a real dlirerence.
Every country, state, and local government in the world should declare a climate emergency.

The science is clear. We urgently need a massive effort to reverse global warming and protect
humanity and the natural world from collapse. The U.S. Congress has a special responsibility
to declare a national climate emergency in order to mobilize an emergency response from
one of the first and worst greenhouse gas polluters. In doing so, the United States would join
more than 750 local, state, and national governments in 16 countries around the world in

telling the truth about the climate.

The U.S. Congressional Declaration of Climate Emergency Concurrent Resolution calls for

a “national, social, industrial, and economic mobilization of the resources and labor of the
United States at a massive scale to halt, reverse, mitigate, and prepare for the consequences
of the climate emergency and to restore the climate for future generations.” The Resolution
recognizes the need for a “zero emissions economy” that “guarantees good jobs and union
wages with quality benefits”, as well as the critical need for a “just and managed phase-out” of
oil, gas, and coal in order to “keep fossil fuels in the ground”. This is precisely the urgency and
scale of action we need today for the sake of not only our country, but of our entire planet;

for not only our species, but for all life as we know it.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY SPOKEN TEACHING POINTS FOR A CLIMATE EMERGENCY PAGE 2



CLIMATE EMERGENCY GreenFaith.

SPOKEN TEACHING POINTS FOR A CLIMATE EMERGENCY Interfaith Partners In Actlon for the Earth

As people of faith and spirit, we recognize the profound moral responsibility we hold to get
the world on track to a livable future where everyone can not simply survive, but thrive. We
support declaring a Climate Emergency at all levels of government, from local councils to
national governments to international peacekeeping organizations. We encourage our houses
of worship and our religious and spiritual institutions to issue their own declarations. We
must raise the alarm of the Climate Emergency and act accordingly—at a tremendous scale

and with great urgency.

Join the 2020 Census Team!

1-855-JOB-2020
(1-855-562-2020)

Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339 TTY / ASCII

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The Federal Relay Service (FedRelay) provides telecommunications services to allow
individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, and/or have speech disabilities to conduct official
business with and within the federal government.

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Cg!ﬁdssﬁtgw Form D-448 C%D”é‘gsgﬁg

e Bureau September 2018
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BALANCING JUSTICE WITH MERCY
A Hand Offering Mercy and a Heart
Seeking Justice.
“What Shall We Then Do?”

for those persons affected by the
criminal justice system, the #1 social

justice issue.

Fewv. Dr. Harold Dean Trulear

Hear their voices first hand! Netiona| Director of Healing

The Response of The Church to The Needs of Families and
Communities Impacted by Crime and Mass Incarceration.

Ministering to the accused (inmates, incarcerated, returning citizens) ¢ the family of the
defendant/prisoner (the families of inmates and returning citizens) * the crime victim
* returning citizens and their families * the community affected by crime

October 19, 2019
Registration and Continental Breakfast 8:00 AM

Program 8:30 AM - 12 Noon
For further information contact Rev. Dr. Angelita Clifton, Rev. Charlotte Mallory or Rev. Ron Thomas

Fountain Baptist Church #116 Glenside Avenue *Summit, NJ «+908-273-1199

Rev. J. Michael Sanders Pastor
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NEW BRUNS
E

THEOLOGICAL S
Mark Kraai Lecture — 2019-2020
October 18 @ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Please join us for the 2019-2020 Mark Kraai lecture — An annual lecture series focusing on issues
concerning the practice of Ministry:

“Dandelions and Hibiscus Hedges: The Art of Flourishing in Inhospitable and Marginal Spaces”

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gennifer Brooks, Ernest and Bernice Styberg Professor of Preaching, Director of the

Styberg Preaching Institute and Director of the Doctor of Ministry programs at Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary

Location: New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Mast Chapel.
35 Seminary Place
New Brunswick, NJ

Lunch will be held immediately following the lecture.

Admission is free, but seating is limited, please RSVP to events@nbts.edu by October 11, 2019.

All are welcomel!
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