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Know Your Neighbor 
 

Share Your Story and enjoy your 
favorite cup of tea. 

 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
Westfield Community Room 

425 East Broad St., Westfield, NJ 07090 
 

Register on Eventbrite 
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About the Union County 
Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 
interfaith community. 
 
We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 
 
 

Our Goals 
¶ To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 
¶ To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Islamic, and other faiths. 

¶ To be engaged in: 
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and 
the general Union County population. 

2. The advancement of Social Justice. 
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 
race. 

¶ To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 
 

Our Objectives 
¶ Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building 
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 
congregations. 

¶ Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 
involvement, action and education in self-help. 

¶ Build working relationships between Union County religious 
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 
staff. 

 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
¶ Develop interfaith solidarity. 
¶ Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community 
and build opportunities to share educational and community events. 
with the group.  

¶ Build religious membership. 
¶ Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to 
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other 
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth, 
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.. 

¶ Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 
members with CAU. 

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  
COORDINATING COUNCIL 
Steering Committee Members 

Deacon Tim Williams-Chair 
First Baptist Church 
Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 
Associate  Executive Director of Community 

Relationsð CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 
Temple Sholom 
Scotch Plains 

Ayaz Aslam 
Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 
Honorably Retired 

Presbyterian Church USA 
 

Denise Fernandes 
Latino Outreach 

Rev. Aleyah Lacey 
CAU Religious Services 

 
Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  
Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Father Michael Saporito 
The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

Roderick Spearman 
CAU Consultant 

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas 
Fountain Baptist Church 

Summit 
 

Elder Arthur ñSkipò Winter 
Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 



 

 3 

 

 
   By: Reverend Carmine Pernini 
   Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rahway 

 
For the shooting at Chabad synagogue, Poway, CA, to the bombing of churches in Sri Lanka, to the shooting 

at a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, to the Tree of Life Synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh, PA, for all the 

death that has followed in their wakes, we at the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council grieve. But, grief is 

not enough. Words, not enough. Action - even action - is not enough. There has been enough violence against reli-

gious communities that, for anyone who has been paying attention, these atrocities strike close to home. The vic-

tims, be they of the same religion, locale, or ethnicity, we are all under attack. All of us. And, whatever we do, no 

matter how much it is, it will never be enough to quell the hatred, rage, and ignorance which is so readily found in 

the dark and not so dark corners of our society - social media, workplaces and schools, and our own hearts perhaps. 

What is needed, I truly believe, is for ALL of us, every single one of us, to say ñNO!ò to hatred together.  No 

in prayers, no in sentiments, no in action, no to hatred in everything we do as people of faith, people of conscience, 

people who stand for something rather than nothing, we stand for others, our friends, neighbors, and strangers not 

because of who they are but because they are.   

The Roman Catholic dissident priest, Father Daniel Berrigan once said, ñThere is no peace because there are 

no peacemakers.  There are no makers of peace because the making of peace is at least as costly as the making of 

war ï at least as exigent, at least as disruptive, at least as liable to bring disgrace and prison, and death in its wake.ò  

The question posed is thus, ñWhat are we willing to sacrifice for peace?ò  Peace, for people a million miles away, 

peace for people down the street who use different names for God, peace for those fleeing unimaginable violence.  It 

is all related, and none of these violent acts are the machinations of a lone wolf who has lost grips with this world.  

But rather, a concerted effort orchestrated by a global network of people so full of hatred that these acts of terror are 

a culmination, not an accident, of an ideology which has a global influence.   

To this, to all of it, we, as a people not so united, must collectively say ñNOò to the purveyors of these acts, 

to the social networks and media outlets that support them, and to a culture which too often looks the other way.  

Enough is enough.  Join us in saying ñNO.ò   
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Faith in Action 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔Faith into Action held on 

April 3rd was a time for 
the faith community to 
connect to those looking 
for a community to call 
their own 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔April 18th Rev. Joseph 

Adair of Second Mace-
donia Baptist Church -
Elizabeth, NJ & Rabbi : 
Joel Abraham of Tem-
ple Shalom- Scotch 
Plains, NJ helped host 
an interfaith holiday 
commemoration of 
Passover and Easter 


