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About the Union County
Interfaith Coordinating Council
Our Mission
UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH
COORDINATING COUNCIL
Steering Committee Members
Deacon Tim Williams-Chair
First Baptist Church
Kenilworth

Sidney Blanchard
Associate Executive Director of Community
Relations— CAU
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
Temple Sholom
Scotch Plains

The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
interfaith community.
We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardless
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

Our Goals





Ayaz Aslam
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Elizabeth
Pastor H. Bryant
Honorably Retired
Presbyterian Church USA
Denise Fernandes
Latino Outreach



Our Objectives


Rev. Aleyah Lacey
CAU Religious Services
Michelle Mobley
Director of Youth Service
Residential




Pastor Carmine Pernini
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rahway
Father Michael Saporito
The Parish Community of St. Helen
Westfield
Roderick Spearman
CAU Consultant

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas
Fountain Baptist Church
Summit
Elder Arthur “Skip” Winter
Cranford Presbyterian Church
Cranford

To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County.
To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Islamic, and other faiths.
To be engaged in:
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and
the general Union County population.
2. The advancement of Social Justice.
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.
To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.

Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.
Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in self-help.
Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community








Develop interfaith solidarity.
Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
with the group.
Build religious membership.
Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc..
Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.
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By: Reverend Carmine Pernini
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rahway
For the shooting at Chabad synagogue, Poway, CA, to the bombing of churches in Sri Lanka, to the shooting
at a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, to the Tree of Life Synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh, PA, for all the
death that has followed in their wakes, we at the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council grieve. But, grief is

not enough. Words, not enough. Action - even action - is not enough. There has been enough violence against religious communities that, for anyone who has been paying attention, these atrocities strike close to home. The victims, be they of the same religion, locale, or ethnicity, we are all under attack. All of us. And, whatever we do, no
matter how much it is, it will never be enough to quell the hatred, rage, and ignorance which is so readily found in
the dark and not so dark corners of our society - social media, workplaces and schools, and our own hearts perhaps.

What is needed, I truly believe, is for ALL of us, every single one of us, to say “NO!” to hatred together. No
in prayers, no in sentiments, no in action, no to hatred in everything we do as people of faith, people of conscience,
people who stand for something rather than nothing, we stand for others, our friends, neighbors, and strangers not
because of who they are but because they are.
The Roman Catholic dissident priest, Father Daniel Berrigan once said, “There is no peace because there are
no peacemakers. There are no makers of peace because the making of peace is at least as costly as the making of
war – at least as exigent, at least as disruptive, at least as liable to bring disgrace and prison, and death in its wake.”
The question posed is thus, “What are we willing to sacrifice for peace?” Peace, for people a million miles away,
peace for people down the street who use different names for God, peace for those fleeing unimaginable violence. It
is all related, and none of these violent acts are the machinations of a lone wolf who has lost grips with this world.
But rather, a concerted effort orchestrated by a global network of people so full of hatred that these acts of terror are
a culmination, not an accident, of an ideology which has a global influence.
To this, to all of it, we, as a people not so united, must collectively say “NO” to the purveyors of these acts,
to the social networks and media outlets that support them, and to a culture which too often looks the other way.
Enough is enough. Join us in saying “NO.”
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Faith in Action
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Faith in Action
PICTURED
● Faith into Action held on
April 3rd was a time for
the faith community to
connect to those looking
for a community to call
their own
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Faith in Action

PICTURED
● April 18th Rev. Joseph
Adair of Second Macedonia Baptist Church Elizabeth, NJ & Rabbi :
Joel Abraham of Temple Shalom- Scotch
Plains, NJ helped host
an interfaith holiday
commemoration of
Passover and Easter
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Dear Neighbor,

If you knew me, you would know that I am not one person
but 100 dedicated volunteers who support our community 7 days a week, 365
days a year. Each day we take calls from people who are in emotional distress,
or are sad, lonely, or just need someone to listen to them. We take calls from children and adults. We listen to people of every faith, sexual orientation and age.
Every time we answer a call we listen non-judgmentally and with empathy. We
are not here to “fix” but to provide a space for an individual to be heard. In 2018
we responded to 10,750 calls from men, women and children.
Caring Contact was founded in 1975 and is the only general listening service for
all of northern and central New Jersey, a service area with 3 million inhabitants
in Union, Essex, Middlesex, Morris and Somerset counties. We are a member
agency of the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline network and our confidential
hotline services are available to anyone.
In 2018 we worked with community organizations and trained over 1,000 people
in active listening, Mental Health First Aid, Youth Mental Health First Aid, and
ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training), as well as Suicide Awareness and Intervention for adults, teens, and first responders. Organizations and
individuals come to us to learn more about caring for others in emotional pain.
Caring Contact offers presentations about our hotline services and how to help
someone in emotional distress to schools, community agencies, first responders,
police departments, congregations, and other organizations.
If you, or someone you know, is in emotional distress or you just need someone to
speak to, please call 908.301.1899, 7 am – 11 pm. If you are in crisis please call 800273-8255, 24/7.
Please visit caringcontact.org for more information on our organization and how
to volunteer.
Thank you.
Your Neighbor, Caring Contact
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Dear Neighbor,
If you knew me, you would know that my story is a bit unusual…not commonly expected, to say the least. My big adventure of coming to America started in 1993 and through
the time, it took some unforeseen turns and detours. It is a
journey then one can call journey of faith, although for me it
truly became a journey of travelling to distant country and
culture to actually find myself, my inner journey.
I was born and grew up in Poland. I went to school and
graduated from college there… but it wasn’t the economy of
tourism which I studied that had prompted me to try my luck in travelling… it
was a search deep inside me, a quest for the Holy Grail, my real self that so many
of us undertake to find the answer to the million dollar question: who am I..? and
what’s my purpose..? It was that search that had me embarked on, what I was going to discover would be my faith journey.
In November 1993 I signed up the contract and started to work for Celebrity
Cruise Lines. For my first contract, I flew to a very hot and beautiful Puerto Rico
to join the ship, M/V Horizon, which would become my home for a couple of
years. I was very excited and anticipated a big adventure, (and a fact that my
luggage was delayed due to a snowy weather in Germany and that I was all
dressed in wool and fur, and that I had no clothes to change - all my clothes were
in my luggage - was not going to change the way I felt). The very thought of being
in Puerto Rico was exhilarating and I saw myself, as I won a lottery to be able to
experience all that …and let me tell you, “all that” was a lot to experience. Passengers and crew from all over the world, exposure to numerous cultures, getting
to know people in their incredible diversity of many “tribes and tongues” and
travelling to so many different places, distant and beautiful places, was truly remarkable experience, for which I will be forever grateful.
M/V Horizon was a place I called home for close to five years all together.
During my last year of stay on the ship, I started a journey that became my faith
journey, the one that keeps unfolding still today.
I met a friend, who was a Christian, whom I became very close with and
who became instrumental to start me on my search for God. Now, by the nature
of my personality I am usually on search for something… but let me assure you,
God wasn’t on my list for searching. Growing in very secular circles I was to degree agnostic and my understanding of God was lacking in all aspects. The concept of having relationship with living God was a very awkward idea and definitely not something that I would imagine real or be interested to pursue. Yet, in
the summer 1997, on board of the M/V Horizon I officially found God and my life
was changed forever. I like to say that God “tricked me” … (joking of course),
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as I refer to the way how I found Him. To be honest, I was super interested in the
friend of mine and not interested at all in what he had to say about God, his faith
or his religion. But at some point, however, in my attempt to understand my
friend, whom I perceived as “incredibly cool” and then dealing with all his talks
about religion that I didn’t perceive as “cool” at all, I needed to really figure out
what was going on. I guess, dear reader, you won’t be very surprised at this point
if I tell you that during that entire process of figuring out what was going on with
my friend, I actually did figure out what was going on with me. By searching
through the Bible, (my friend brought me New Testament from Polish Catholic
Mission in Sitka, Alaska, the first Bible I ever read!), I found God and experienced
a change that would transform my life completely.
Things started to happen one by one, just as puzzle pieces one by one are
adding to the complete picture in the end. After my contract on the ship was finished by the end of 1997, I came back to Poland but I knew that I needed to continue on my freshly started faith journey and it somehow wasn’t happening there.
And, as you would know well by now, being the searcher that I am, I came to continue my life search here in United States. Just as when I landed in Puerto Rico
five years before, New York of1998 was all that what opportunity, anticipation
and curious hope could mean for me then. I was hungry for God, hungry for
knowledge, hungry for church and hungry for anything that would explain me
more of who God was. So, I decided to study. I enrolled myself and became a student of American Bible College and Seminary in Oklahoma. I read all I could, I
watched all I could, I listen what I could. I was happy with all being so easily accessible here. Truly God blessed America…. But there was detour in my faith journey that took me to a place that was, least to say, unfamiliar ground for me culturally. I don’t intend here to bore you, dear reader, with all details, so to make
my long story short let me just assure you that due to my life circumstances I
needed to attend Institute in New York that was accredited by American Bible
College and Seminary in Oklahoma. Institute was led by Hispanic organization
and this is where familiar ground ended and detour started. Different language
and culture were not easy ride at first. Detour got even longer when I found myself attending Hispanic church … and you just need to believe me when I say that
I tried everything I could to find nice American church for myself…but it just didn’t work. God would close all doors that I tried to open and circumstantially there
would be no provision for any other but the Hispanic church I started to attend.
It has been twenty years from the time I first came to Comunidad Cristiana, the
church God had in mind for me. I fought with God for a long time, questioning his
“weird” choice and trying to find better fitting church for myself. As you will
most probably figure out this one also, God won. I won, however, too. It took me a
while but I finally understood what was the purpose of mingling my life with the
lives of my Hispanic brothers and sisters. I figured out the immense blessing of
learning from the strengths (and weaknesses) of different cultures. And

11

Comunidad had something to offer me that I could never found on my own. It inspired me further on my search for more of God, deeper faith and continued quest
for loving more. And because I am always on the search for knowing deeper and
loving stronger, honoring each other uniqueness and deeply connecting to others
and to the world, l am very glad. As Andrew Carnegie said, “I think of myself as
on the threshold of unparalleled success. A whole, clear, glorious life lies before me.
Achieve! Achieve!” For me that’s definition of beautiful inner journey.

Katarzyna Szymanowska
Comunidad Cristiana, Member

Comunidad Cristiana
Servicios— Domingos 11:45 am
780 Salem Ave, Elizabeth NJ 07208
908-509-1395
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Dear Neighbor,
If you knew me you would know that I have a friend that has forever
changed my life. Almost a year ago I nervously parked my car outside of a warehouse while questions filled my head. I asked myself, what in the world am I going
to talk about with a perfect stranger? What can I say to make them feel better?
Will my visit even matter? See I was on my way to visit a detained man seeking
asylum as a volunteer for First Friends of NJ & NY, thanks to a story told by a
friend from church about her time as a volunteer. So here I was nervous with a
name, African Country of origin, and google facts in my head about his country.
My friend from church, Ellen met me and walked me through the entry process
until we separated to meet our different people.
Eventually men enter the room in prison uniforms my friend among them.
We stumble through the usual awkward get to know you conversation. Then he
asks a question that will be part of every conversation we ever have. “What did
you eat today?” As you can imagine the food is not something to look forward to
in jail. So we begin our friendship around food. We talk about dishes he misses and
he asks me to explain the foods I am eating. He smiles even though he teases me to
just once tell him I ate something with meat since I’m vegan. We then laugh. We
laugh a lot as time goes on in a room that is often heavy with uncertainty and
sadness.
My friend like many people being detained has no idea what lies outside of
the walls that hold him. So I send him letters and pictures of my travels between
visits. He is your neighbor you never get to see and story you don’t get to hear. He
is a kind man that has fled with his life when those around him were dying. He
patiently waits, like so many for a decision as to whether he can join his family
that lives states away. His perseverance and insight often leaves me questioning
who really benefits from our visits him or me. Until one day I received a call from
his family. They passed the telephone around with such joy in their voice. “He has
his first American friend, I can’t believe it! Thank you so much for visiting him,
we are to far away. He tells us how nice of a person you are to him. Thank you for
making sure he can call us. You keep his spirits up. Someone actually cares! Thank
you, thank you, thank you!”. I was floored! My visit matters to his family so much.
Then he sent me a card that he received through donations. “Thank you Charlene
for the positive energy you brought into my life . May you swim in the blue ocean
of joy, dance in the golden light and laugh in the raging river of life. Of the friends
I’ve ever had there is no one as special as you. Stay bless!” Needless to say I cried
from his touching note, reassured my visit matters. Join First Friends of NJ & NY
and find out how you can do something that matters too. Telephone (908) 965-0455
Your Neighbor,
Charlene Walker
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Dear Neighbor,
If you knew the members of the New American Movement for People with
Disabilities (NAMPWD) you would know that they are made up of passionate advocates working hard to ensure that people with different abilities (developmental
and intellectual disabilities) live the lives they choose.
Well right now the members of NAMPWD really needs your help to
ensure they are at the table when decisions are made about them. “Nothing about
us, without us!” states advocate Mark Bloom. “You can’t decide what to do for me
without me. I have rights just as much as you.” Recently NAMPWD has become
concerned by a proposal that is apparently being supported by the New Jersey
Ombudsman for People with Disabilities that would see the installation of invasive security cameras in group homes and supervised apartments across the state.
This proposal is currently being trial-ballooned by certain legislators in the state
assembly.
NAMPWD founding member Gary Rubin, an outspoken self -advocate, feels
people with different abilities need to take urgent action on the "Peeping Tom" proposal. “The New Jersey Ombudsman for People with Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities is allegedly pushing legislation that would see the installation of
invasive security cameras in group homes and supervised apartments across the
state. This proposal is being made with complete disregard to the wishes of people
with different abilities and is a violation of our right to privacy. We need to tell
the Ombudsman and the world that people with different abilities deserve choice
and privacy in their own homes.”
NAMPWD would like your support in signing and sharing a petition found
at https://www.change.org/p/new-jersey-state-house-strike-down-the-peeping-tomproposal . By signing this petition you are stating "As a concerned citizen I am
urging those in leadership to act now to prevent a bill requiring cameras within
the homes of those with different abilities (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities). I assert that is a violation of the basic human right to privacy. This action
would not serve to improve safety within the community of those with disabilities
or ensure quality services. Instead I am urging that a focus group of advocates,
support professionals, and families be established to provide input as to what is
needed to support this community."
Sincerely,
NAMPWD
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Office supplies shouldn’t be a
financial burden.
By partnering with a large,
financially stable organization like
Community Access Unlimited, you
can leverage our buying power and
put more money toward your
mission.

CAU Wants to Reduce Your
Office Supply Costs
Join our Office Supply Cooperative
for Savings as BIG as Your Mission!

Staples is partnering with CAU so you can enjoy major discounts on orders of $50 or more
through a special online portal.

For just $25, you can purchase an annual membership for savings of 60-80% on office
supplies and 40% on toner cartridges. All you have to do is join!
Customized pricing based on your organization’s specialized supply needs is available.
Your Staples representative is there to serve you. Membership is nontransferable and must be
renewed annually and is open to any organization or business.

For more information about our office supports, please contact
Laura Hankerson at 908.354.3040, ext. 4240 or visit the Resources tab on caunj.org.
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Religious Services at CAU
Did you know that the CAU community is exploring religion and having worship
in a unique and innovative way?
UCICC member, Reverend Aleyah Lacey of Mount Teman A.M. E. Church on Saturdays gathers members of CAU’s (Community Access Unlimited) DD Community
and TOP youth to explore faith and worship. You are invited to share your faith and
talents at these interfaith services. Services are held on Saturdays at 11am and 1pm
and are for an hour long. If you have a positive inspirational message, would like to
provide worship, and have a willing heart to serve please consider being a blessing at
these interfaith services.
Rev. Aleyah Lacey pictured left

Our objectives are:
1. To provide a safe space for our members to worship God
2. To foster spiritual growth through the diverse understandings of God
3. To build up the community in faith, hope, and love
If you would like to volunteer in this amazing ministerial opportunity or find out more, please contact
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council at UCInterfaith@caunj.org
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big hear t!
Due to our continuing expansion, there are a
number of full time and part time openings for those
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at risk who are
on the road to independence.
For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers
available house on the weekends and overnights!
Minimum requirements are:

CAU Hosts a weekly
Open House
Mondays from 4 PM -6 PM
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ
07202
Don’t forget your resume and
come prepared to fill out an application





Valid driver’s license
Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose
Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degree

Experience working with individuals with developmental
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also
required when providing support to our members.
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive salaries and a
comprehensive benefits package to full time employees!

To make an appointment, please call an
HR representative at (908) 354-3040 ext
4203. If you are unable to attend the open Please take the time to visit our agency website www.caunj.org for
more information and current listings.
house, please fax resume to (908) 3540283 or email to rwright@caunj.org.
openings. Community Access Unlimited is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

UCICC –CAU
COMMUNITY HELP LINE
DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR PERSONAL CARE
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Call CAU’s Information and Referral Office at
908-354-3040 [X 4272] for answers and resources.

CAU’s community service mission includes providing direct services to people in need as well as information on how to locate services provided by other agencies.
This month we highlight one of CAU services available to qualified recipients in our Union County
communities.
1] Free home delivered meals [6 week program; one meal per person per day] for Union County residents who are US citizens and their families who need food and who are:
*Age 59 or younger [head of household]; *Living in low income households;
* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families.
* Documents and interview are required to qualify.
Contact Gene Tavera X 4272.
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UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team

Sidney Blanchard,
Associate Executive Director
Community Relations
Community Access Unlimited
sblanchard@caunj.org

Roderick (Rod) Spearman
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
rspearman@caunj.org

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
hbryant@caunj.org

Pastor Carmine Pernini
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
cpernini@caunj.org

Join & Be Active
Today!
Attend monthly meetings.
Invite other community leaders to
attend our meetings and events.
 Support or host fundraising
programs to support the Record
Expungement Grant Program.
 Sign up for our mailing list.
 Share useful information about
your organization.



AH ‘Skip’ Winter
UCICC Steering
Committee Member

Michelle Mobley
CAU Director of Youth
Service Residential
mmobley@caunj.org

Charlene Walker

Community Organizer

cwalker@caunj.org

Contact Rod Spearman at
908-354-3040 x 4324
for more information on becoming
a member

Advertise in the UCICC Newsletter!
Have an exciting event or program happening?
Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in
Union County by advertising in this newsletter!
Please send all print-ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org
by the 13th of every month to save a space!
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324 • Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil
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Fax: 908-354-2665 www.caunj.org

Community Access Unlimited’s Mission: To provide community access through effective and
comprehensive support services for people with disabilities and at-risk youth, giving them the opportunity
to live independently and to lead normal and productive lives in the community.

UCICC & STEERING COMMITTEE UPCOMING EVENTS
UCICC Steering Committee
May 2, 2019 at 10am
80 W. Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
See Right side

UCICC Steering Committee
June 6, 2019 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

See Right side
UCICC Steering Committee
July 11, 2019 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202
See Right side

No Event
Look out for e-mails
About Partner Events

Know Your Neighbor
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2019
Time: 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Westfield Community Room
425 East Broad St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Praise and Worship
Date: TBD
Time: 6pm-8pm
Location: To Be Determined

Rod Spearman
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council
c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324
Email: rspearman@caunj.org or UCInterfaith@caunj.org
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