
 

   

Union County 
Day of Prayer 

 
Scheduled Participants: 

Union County Interfaith  
Coordinating Council 

HIGHLIGHTS 
IN THIS ISSUE: 

2 
3 Guest message 

page 3 

6 
4 

 
Faith in Action   

 

Page 4-5 
 
 

8 

 

 

Upcoming UCICC Event 

Page 6-8 

15 

About UCICC 

page 2 

10 

YAMSðYouth and  

Millennial Services 

Page 8-9 

Building Bridges 

Page 10 

CAU Religious Services 

page 15 

W   A   D   E   A 

 ñU   Yò 

 
 



 

 2 

 

About the Union County 
Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 
interfaith community. 
 
We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 
 
 

Our Goals 
¶ To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 
¶ To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Islamic, and other faiths. 

¶ To be engaged in: 
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and 
the general Union County population. 

2. The advancement of Social Justice. 
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 
race. 

¶ To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 
 

Our Objectives 
¶ Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building 
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 
congregations. 

¶ Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 
involvement, action and education in self-help. 

¶ Build working relationships between Union County religious 
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 
staff. 

 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
¶ Develop interfaith solidarity. 
¶ Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community 
and build opportunities to share educational and community events. 
with the group.  

¶ Build religious membership. 
¶ Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to 
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other 
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth, 
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.. 

¶ Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 
members with CAU. 

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  
COORDINATING COUNCIL 
Steering Committee Members 

Deacon Tim Williams-Chair 
First Baptist Church 
Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 
Associate  Executive Director of Community 

Relationsð CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 
Temple Sholom 
Scotch Plains 

Ayaz Aslam 
Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 
Honorably Retired 

Presbyterian Church USA 
 

Denise Fernandes 
Latino Outreach 

Rev. Aleyah Lacey 
CAU Religious Services 

 
Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  
Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Father Michael Saporito 
The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

Roderick Spearman 
CAU Consultant 

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas 
Fountain Baptist Church 

Summit 
 

Elder Arthur ñSkipò Winter 
Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 



 

 3 

 

 
Why the Union County Interfaith Youth 
Council (UCIYC) is Important 

By: Rev. David Jahnke, Fanwood Presbyterian Church  
 
In the fall of 2017, I received an invitation to the Muslim Community Center of 
Union County for a UCICC meeting at which youth were going to be present to 
discuss forming an interfaith youth council.  With misunderstandings abounding, 
even among good people of various traditions, I knew this was a very important 
undertaking.  In some ways, I believe our youth, in general, will be leading us in 
the decade ahead in the mutual understanding, peace and cooperation toward the common good, all of which is 
born through interfaith fellowship and service.  Today's youth in have grown up in a globalized, postmodern world; 
a world with constant communications among diverse peoples.  Having been nurtured in the richness of multi-
culturalism combined with the universality of justice, they do not and will not accept the prejudices of the 
past.  But the dangers of tribalism must be battled in every generation and I give thanks that our young people are 
rising and standing up to tribalism's rearing its ugly head again in our own nation.  Please encourage the youth in 
your lives and congregations to join our efforts.   
 

UCIYC Summer Mission Project 
 
Back in March we had a great interfaith pizza and board game night with 
youth from all different faiths. I was personally humbled by the youth at 
this event who spoke up and said that we should come together to com-
plete a project that would positively impact our community. That idea 
turned into a reality this summer as we banded together to first break 
bread and then go and pick up litter at a local park. It was hot and there 
was just so much trash!  But even though it was not a typical way to 
spend a gorgeous summer afternoon, everyone had such a great time. 
Everyone sat around afterwards laughing as they compared all the weird 
and gross things they found on their quest. Picking up litter was a great 
act of service for our community. However, the true victory, what we 
should really be proud of, is being part of an event where youth from all 
different faith traditions came together to help their community. Rarely 
do opportunities arise where kids who do have different faiths interact 
with one another outside of school, unless events like this are planned. It 
is so important that we grow, encourage and be excited about inter-faith 

events. Because in the face of so much adversity combined with racism, prejudice, Islamophobia, anti-semitism 
and the list just goes on, standing together in love, tolerance and acceptance to do good for our community and just 
break bread with one another is just invaluable.  Lauren Comerford, Youth Director, Fanwood Presbyterian Church 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔The Union County Interfaith Youth Council in 

action at park clean up 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔The Union County Interfaith Youth Council 

completed a park clean up on 6/23/19 over 20 
people participated at Warinanaco Park in Ro-
selle NJ collecting 31 bags of liter, 25 bags of 
recyclables, and 6 glass bottles. 


