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About the Union County 
Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 
interfaith community. 
 
We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 
 
 

Our Goals 
 To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 
 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 

Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Islamic, and other faiths. 

 To be engaged in: 
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and 

the general Union County population. 
2. The advancement of Social Justice. 
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 

race. 
 To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 

 

Our Objectives 
 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building 

of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 
congregations. 

 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 
involvement, action and education in self-help. 

 Build working relationships between Union County religious 
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 
staff. 

 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
 Develop interfaith solidarity. 
 Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community 

and build opportunities to share educational and community events. 
with the group.  

 Build religious membership. 
 Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to 

educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other 
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth, 
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.. 

 Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 
members with CAU. 

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  
COORDINATING COUNCIL 
Steering Committee Members 

Deacon Tim Williams-Chair 
First Baptist Church 

Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 
Associate  Executive Director of Community 

Relations— CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 
Temple Sholom 

Scotch Plains 

Ayaz Aslam 
Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 
Honorably Retired 

Presbyterian Church USA 
 

Denise Fernandes 
Latino Outreach 

Rev. Aleyah Lacey 
CAU Religious Services 

 
Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  
Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Father Michael Saporito 
The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

Roderick Spearman 
CAU Consultant 

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas 
Fountain Baptist Church 

Summit 
 

Elder Arthur “Skip” Winter 
Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 
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Why the Union County Interfaith Youth 
Council (UCIYC) is Important 

By: Rev. David Jahnke, Fanwood Presbyterian Church  
 
In the fall of 2017, I received an invitation to the Muslim Community Center of 
Union County for a UCICC meeting at which youth were going to be present to 
discuss forming an interfaith youth council.  With misunderstandings abounding, 
even among good people of various traditions, I knew this was a very important 
undertaking.  In some ways, I believe our youth, in general, will be leading us in 
the decade ahead in the mutual understanding, peace and cooperation toward the common good, all of which is 
born through interfaith fellowship and service.  Today's youth in have grown up in a globalized, postmodern world; 
a world with constant communications among diverse peoples.  Having been nurtured in the richness of multi-
culturalism combined with the universality of justice, they do not and will not accept the prejudices of the 
past.  But the dangers of tribalism must be battled in every generation and I give thanks that our young people are 
rising and standing up to tribalism's rearing its ugly head again in our own nation.  Please encourage the youth in 
your lives and congregations to join our efforts.   
 

UCIYC Summer Mission Project 
 
Back in March we had a great interfaith pizza and board game night with 
youth from all different faiths. I was personally humbled by the youth at 
this event who spoke up and said that we should come together to com-
plete a project that would positively impact our community. That idea 
turned into a reality this summer as we banded together to first break 
bread and then go and pick up litter at a local park. It was hot and there 
was just so much trash!  But even though it was not a typical way to 
spend a gorgeous summer afternoon, everyone had such a great time. 
Everyone sat around afterwards laughing as they compared all the weird 
and gross things they found on their quest. Picking up litter was a great 
act of service for our community. However, the true victory, what we 
should really be proud of, is being part of an event where youth from all 
different faith traditions came together to help their community. Rarely 
do opportunities arise where kids who do have different faiths interact 
with one another outside of school, unless events like this are planned. It 
is so important that we grow, encourage and be excited about inter-faith 

events. Because in the face of so much adversity combined with racism, prejudice, Islamophobia, anti-semitism 
and the list just goes on, standing together in love, tolerance and acceptance to do good for our community and just 
break bread with one another is just invaluable.  Lauren Comerford, Youth Director, Fanwood Presbyterian Church 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

● The Union County Interfaith Youth Council in 

action at park clean up 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

● The Union County Interfaith Youth Council 

completed a park clean up on 6/23/19 over 20 
people participated at Warinanaco Park in Ro-
selle NJ collecting 31 bags of liter, 25 bags of 
recyclables, and 6 glass bottles. 
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What do you think of when you hear the word “church”?   

Often, it’s robes, steeples, stained-glass windows, and really old music.  
The trappings of church life – the outer stuff is often what people cling to 
and remember.   

In other cases, it’s the inner trauma that comes to the surface when church 
is mentioned.  Stories abound of innocent visitors who were scorned by re-
ligious rule-keepers for violating some unknown condition.  

In both the outside trappings and the inner workings, there’s a deep need 
for our worship and the way that our religious communities are run to expe-
rience a real transformation.  Many churches have stepped forward with 
alternative formats resulting in varying degrees of success. 

Mt Moriah’s approach has been to create YAMS – Youth and Millennial Services.  While we are still in our 
infancy, the emphasis is on creating a welcoming communal atmosphere that meets young people where 
they are while hitting the “reset” button on some of our external traditions that are more cultural than cove-
nantal.  This is combined with community service projects that allow people to put their faith into action in 
measurable ways and approaches to teaching that meet people where they are and respect them as full hu-
man beings and children of God. 

Overall, this method is aimed at putting new wine (young people) into new wineskins (new format) in ways 
that will allow them to grow and expand while feeling safe and at home.  This is the first step of many, but 
it has already been a blessing for our church.  We’re excited to launch this ministry and want to encourage 
other congregations and faith traditions to examine the gap between their older faithful and the youth who 
are often left out of the core functions of the church. 

 

Reverend Barry Wise 
Greater Mount Moriah Baptist Church, Linden NJ 

YAMS—YOUTH AND MILLENNIAL 
SERVICES 
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Starting middle school is one of “The Big Transitions” in our children’s 
lives.  Imagine navigating a new school, maintaining evolving friend 
circles, trying new things and getting good grades all while surfing a 
tsunami of emotional and physical changes in your 
body.  YOWZA!  What a stressful time! 

But there is hope.  Your kids have loving parents who want the best for 
them.  Beacon UU wants the same.  Our Junior Youth community part-
ners with middle school parents and students by creating opportunities 
to connect through our programs Building Bridges (6th & 7th Grade on 
Sunday mornings), 8th Grade Our Whole Lives (Sunday evenings), and 
the Junior Youth Group (the 3rd Friday evening of every month).   

Building Bridges 

6th & 7th Graders attend small groups on Sunday mornings during both the 9:30 AM and 11:00 AM worship 
services.  2019-20 is our Building Bridges year — a world religions program to deepen a middle school 
youth’s understanding of the dynamic, fascinating, and varied world in which they live.  Building Bridges 
seeks to broaden their knowledge of humanity and embolden their spiritual search.  This is not a history 
course.  To study religion is to invite a certain amount of discomfort for individuals and conflict in a 
group.  This program provides a unique opportunity to engage the world’s diversity of faiths in a safe, af-
firming atmosphere that is grounded in Unitarian Universalist faith.  Our volunteer teachers acknowledge 
tensions and disagreement and model how to work toward understanding, helping to create an environment 
where respectful exploration and respectful questioning are encouraged.  Where differences are encountered 
with open minds and hearts.  Where interfaith relationships are discovered and valued. 

If you would like to learn more about the Building Bridges year, the other Junior Youth Opportunities at 
Beacon, or to sign your loved one up please visit the Beacon Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Sum-
mit’s Junior Youth Ministry page at http://summitbeacon.org/religious-education/youth/junior-youth-middle-school-

6th-to-8th-grades/ .  

Beacon Youth Ministry (adapted from the UUA Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries website) 

Jamaine Cripe , Youth Director 
Beacon Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Summit 

BUILDING BRIDES 

We Welcome You. For Real. 

However you identify, you can find a home here.  We are multi-racial, Latino/a, Asian, Black, Native, and 
White; rich, middle class, poor; lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, straight, 
and anything in between. We are spiritually diverse and know “we need not think alike to love alike.” 

All we ask is that you bring your passion and a desire to see change in this world.  Be prepared to exercise 
your heart, mind and spirit—and know that we’re here with you on your path.  Our congregation is 
committed to our youth and the development of their spiritual well-being.  We are fortunate to have a thriving 
youth ministry, one where youth explore their personal beliefs, build lasting friendships, and engage in the 
larger world as they put their beliefs into practice.  A roster of adult volunteers work as a team to support 
our youth as they navigate the unpredictable waters of adolescence into young adulthood. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsummitbeacon.org%2freligious-education%2fyouth%2fjunior-youth-middle-school-6th-to-8th-grades%2f&c=E,1,ni11TblTdWXXrCKbe8e25kEYDNcmu-AjBvcyVhpeQSZoCkjPYQP4veyDv4Sedn1XS8lQ6JZ--xf1IIOEVVV7g2JpxyopRIP6_TwoT8Og8
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsummitbeacon.org%2freligious-education%2fyouth%2fjunior-youth-middle-school-6th-to-8th-grades%2f&c=E,1,ni11TblTdWXXrCKbe8e25kEYDNcmu-AjBvcyVhpeQSZoCkjPYQP4veyDv4Sedn1XS8lQ6JZ--xf1IIOEVVV7g2JpxyopRIP6_TwoT8Og8
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CAU Wants to Reduce Your 
Office Supply Costs 

Join our Office Supply Cooperative 
for Savings as BIG as Your  

Mission! 

 
Office supplies shouldn’t be a 
financial burden.  
 
By partnering with a large,  
financially stable organization like  
Community Access Unlimited, you 
can leverage our buying power and 
put more money toward your  
mission. 

Staples is partnering with CAU so you can enjoy major discounts on orders of $50 or more 
through a special online portal.  
 

For just $25, you can purchase an annual membership for savings of 60-80% on office  

supplies and 40% on toner cartridges. All you have to do is join! 
 
Customized pricing based on your organization’s specialized supply needs is available.  

Your Staples representative is there to serve you. Membership is nontransferable and must be 

renewed annually and is open to any organization or business. 

For more information about our office supports, please contact  

Laura Hankerson at 908.354.3040, ext. 4240 or visit the Resources tab on caunj.org. 
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JOIN OUR TEAM! 
 

Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big hear t! 
Due to our continuing expansion, there are a  
number of full time and part time openings for those  
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at risk who are 
on the road to independence.  
 
For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers  
available house on the weekends and overnights!   
Minimum requirements are: 
 

 Valid driver’s license 

 Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose 

 Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degree 

 
Experience working with individuals with developmental  
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course  
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also  
required when providing support to our members.  
                   
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer  
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive salaries and a 
comprehensive benefits package to full time employees! 
 
Please take the time to visit our agency website www.caunj.org for 
more  information and current listings. 
openings.  Community Access Unlimited is an Equal  
Opportunity Employer. 

CAU Hosts a weekly  
Open House 

Mondays from 4 PM -6 PM 
 

80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 
07202 

Don’t forget your resume and  
come prepared to fill out an application 

 
To make an appointment, please call an 
HR representative at (908) 354-3040 ext 
4203. If you are unable to attend the open 

house, please fax resume to (908) 354-
0283 or email to rwright@caunj.org. 

UCICC –CAU  
COMMUNITY HELP LINE 

                             

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR PERSONAL CARE  
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 

 
    Call CAU’s Information and Referral Office at  

908-354-3040 [X 4272] for answers and resources. 
 

CAU’s community service mission includes providing direct services to people in need as well as infor-
mation on how to locate services provided by other agencies. 

This month we highlight one of CAU services available to qualified recipients in our Union County 
communities. 

 
1] Free home delivered meals [6 week program; one meal per person per day] for Union County resi-

dents who are US citizens and their families who need food and who are: 
*Age 59 or younger [head of household]; *Living in low income households; 

* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families. 
* Documents and interview are required to qualify. 

Contact Gene Tavera X 4272. 
 

http://www.caunj.org
mailto:recruit@caunj.org
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UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team 

Advertise in the UCICC Newsletter! 
Have an exciting event or program happening?  

 

Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in  
Union County by advertising in this newsletter! 

 

Please send all print-ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org  
by the 13th of every month to save a space! 

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil 

Pastor Carmine Pernini  
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

cpernini@caunj.org 

Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council c/o Community Access Unlimited 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202           
Phone: (908) 354-3040  x4324   •    Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org 

AH ‘Skip’ Winter 
UCICC Steering  

Committee Member 

Michelle Mobley 
CAU Director of Youth 

Service Residential 
mmobley@caunj.org 

UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team 

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil 

Join & Be Active 
Today! 

 

 Attend monthly meetings. 
 Invite other community leaders to 

attend our meetings and events. 
 Support or host fundraising 

programs to support the Record 
Expungement Grant Program. 

 Sign up for our mailing list. 
 Share useful information about 

your organization. 
 

Contact Rod Spearman at  
908-354-3040 x 4324  

for more information on becoming 
a member 

Roderick (Rod) Spearman 
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

rspearman@caunj.org 

Sidney Blanchard,  
Associate Executive Director  

Community Relations 
Community Access Unlimited 

sblanchard@caunj.org 

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,  
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

hbryant@caunj.org 

 

Charlene Walker 
Community Organizer 
cwalker@caunj.org 
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80 West Grand Street 

Elizabeth, NJ 07202 
Phone: 908-354-3040  TTY/TTD: 908-354-4629 

Fax: 908-354-2665  www.caunj.org 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 225 
Elizabeth, NJ 

Community Access Unlimited’s Mission:  To provide community access through effective and  
comprehensive support services for people with disabilities and at-risk youth, giving them the opportunity 
to live independently and to lead normal and productive lives in the community. 

 

UCICC & STEERING COMMITTEE UP-
COMING EVENTS 

Rod Spearman 
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council   
c/o Community Access Unlimited 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202           
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324   
Email: rspearman@caunj.org  or  UCInterfaith@caunj.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   
UCICC Steering Committee 

June 6, 2019 at 10am 
80 W. Grand Street 
Elizabeth, NJ 07202 

See Right side  

  
 

Union County Interfaith Camp 
Date: August 14, 2018 

Time: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Location: Third Westminster Presbyterian Church 

780 Salem Ave, Elizabeth, NJ 07208  
 

  UCICC Steering Committee 
July 3,  2019 at 10:00am 

80 W Grand St 
Elizabeth NJ  07202 

 
See Right side  

 
 

UCICC Steering Committee 
August 1,  2019 at 10:00am 

80 W Grand St 
Elizabeth NJ  07202 

See Right side  

Woman of Faith Conference 
Date: October 29, 2019 

Time: 6:00 pm –9pm 
Location: Community Access Unlimited 
80 W. Grand St.—Elizabeth, NJ 07202 

 

 
Union County Day of Prayer 

Date: September 24, 2019 
Time: 7:00PM-8:00PM 

Location: The Presbyterian Church in Westfield 
140 Mountain Ave.—Westfield, NJ 07090 

 


