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Our Mi ssion
UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
COORDINATING COUNCIL interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the

Steering Commi tiptefaithgemmpity, s

We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardless
Deacon Ti nChMilrl i ®dfrfaith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

First Baptist Church
Kenilworth
Rabbi Joel N. Al9UfamGoals , o
Temple Sholom 1 To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County.
Scotch Plains 1 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Ayaz Aslam Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Muslim Community Center of UC Islamic, and other faiths.
Elizabeth 1 To be engaged in:
Sidney Blanchar d I. Communi ty wBhinifalitldbased grganizations and
Associate Executive Director Community the
e e general Union County population.
Pastor H. Bryant 2. The advancementofSoci al. Justi ce
Honorably Retired 3. Theintentionali n c | ofethe® mgardless of gender, faith,
Presbyterian Church USA race.
Denise Fernandes Y Tobe active in activities that are inclusive and community building.
Latino Outreach our Ob J ectives

. Rebecca Kasen 1 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
Director of Advocacy at CAU of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their

Rev. Aleyah Lacey congregations.

CAU Religious Services 1 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
Michelle Mobl ey invplvemeqt, action. and gducation in self—help. o
Director of Youth Service 1 Build working relationships between Union County religious
Residential organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
Pastor Carmine Per niopportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church staff.

Rahway . .
Potential Advantages to Joi

The I":ar?sli Crl)nenr:unit}ll\/l oif Sct Ir]Iealle: ! S@ e rD-e{].eqop interfaith. SOlidarity'. o e1s - . . .
Westfield f Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
_ and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
RgAdUeCr i l(i kt Spear man  ith the group.
onsian f  Build religious membership.
Reverend Ronald C. qTGamasgposure for you and fellow congregation members to
Foumamsliif’;iistt Church educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
El der ASktoWunt er people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc..
Cranford Péizzﬁiga“ Church T Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.



Skip Wrint®r Presbyterian Chu

THE WORLD CAN
E CANDLE

Every month our UCICC Newsletter Team gathers to come up with an appropriate title for
our monthly newsletter. This month was no different. Pastor Carmine Pernini of Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rahway proposed the above quote which we will be using.

On November 8 and 9 I attended a conference sponsored by the Synod of the Northeast of
the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Synod of the Northeast is made up of all of the individ-
ual Presbyteries in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, Vermont,
Rhode Island and New Hampshire. The title of the conference was NCome to the Table — For
Such a Time as This: Change Crisis and Opportunity.0 The two primary speakers were The
Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, who along with The Rev. Dr. William Barber leads the Poor Peo-
ple® Campaign and The Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, who is the co-moderator of the PCUSA.

I would add one word that I came away with from the conference: CHALLENGE. As peo-
ple of faith, we are always being challenged to do more, even if in our own minds we do a
lot. Folks who have something, have to give a bit more. Persons who have a lot, have to
step up and give more, whether it be in their time, talents or resources. Which brings me to
Pastor Carmine® quote which we are using for this month: fiAll the darkness in the world
cannot extinguish a single candle.0

All of us at the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council and all of the members and
staff of Community Access Unlimited challenge you and the members of your individual
faith communities, within your own faith traditions, to keep that candle burning and to make
it burn brighter, not only during the month of December, but also into 2020. Faith commu-
nities need to stand together to fight all of the darkness in the world and to show everyone
that the candle can never be extinguished.



Fourth Annual Ho
Sabbath Weeken
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As many of you prepare for the upcoming holiday celebration in your home
and congregations, please remember the many individuals, families, and
children who do not have a home for the holidays or throughout the year.

Pl ease give them a voice, hear t

How Many of our Neighbors are

On January 23, 2018, NJ Counts conducted a fisnapshot0O of homelessness
on that one night.

283 households (459 people) were homeless on that night
41 households (41) people were unsheltered, on the street
There was a decrease in family homelessness from 2017, by 3%

Primary factors for cause of homelessness:

Asked to leave shared residence 29.6%
Eviction 19.5%
Loss or reduction of job/income 12.5%

Homel essness Can Happen t

AlGm educated. I look just like you. I walk and talk well. But I donG have a
roof. And I don& have my own key,0 said one of our homeless neighbors.

She became homeless when her rent became unaffordable. Her story illus-
trates how one crisis can cause someone® life to spiral into homelessness.



What can | do to helowp or

D o n a Umon County has a full continuum of services for the homeless
provided by nonprofits. Even a small contribution can help their clients
find a place to call home;

V o | u n-talktlee nonprofits need volunteers to help in their work to end
homelessness. Every age, skill and talent is needed;

Participate I n Homel es s—atRelthsvigih s N
and help remember our neighbors who died due to lack of housing and
supportive services;

E n g agakk to your family, your neighbors, your co-workers and elected
officials about homelessness in Union County and how we need to work
together to end homelessness. To achieve that goal, we need to change
the conversation and focus on the needs of our neighbors; and

For m a h o me |-Begisdisdussiand thatfocuyon what more

your congregation can do to end homelessness.

Homel essovP@gi $ons
Tragically, some of our most vulnerable neighbors die on the streets each

yearOn December 19, at Zion Evangel
Av e . |, Rahway at 7 PM, a vigil wil
the | ast year

We remember them on the day with the least amount of daylight and the
longest night because it symbolizes the struggle of those who are home-
less, and who often live out their lives on cold streets or in dangerous
abandoned buildings.

As peopl eaofe fadilt cawéed t o serve
sick, téhe hungry

Remind us, O God, that we cannot
night wuntil all your <children ha\



A Little Black Sheep Production

An O. Henry Christmas

By

Howard Burman

Directed By
Lisa ‘M. Black

December 8th
4:00 p.m. Tickets $15

The Presbyterian Church Available at the
Of Madison door

19 Green Ave. 3
Madison, NJ All profits will
benefit

This is presented by special arrangement with
Samuel French, Inc.




MEMBER ACTION COMMITTEE

COAT DRIVE

Do you have an extra coat or two?

Donate it!

Member Action Committee

Is holding a coat drive collecting clean, gently worn

coats of all types and sizes

Donated coats will be distributed in our local community!

Donations will be accepted at:

80 W. Grand St, Elizabeth NJ
07202 Monday-Friday 8am-Spm

11/11/19-12/13/19

For More Information Contact:

v
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COMMUNITY ACCESS

Marie Guillaume: mguillaume@caunj.org

& Howard F. Wingard: hwingard@caunj.org




“A PLACE TO CALL HOME"™

by Rev. Ron Thomas

President, Board of Trustees

Homefirst Interfaith Housing and Family Services
Plainfield, M

These waords are found on the website of Homefirst interfaith Housing and Family services and are echoed by many of the non-
profit agencies, religious institutions and faith-based organizations and that provide shelter and housing for those in need across
Union County. Our faith and beliefs tell us that we are to care for the least, the lost and the left out, yet homelessness is an
ever-present reality that reminds us that one of the most basic neads we all have, has not been met for everyone. Food and
dothing neads can be and are met by a number of initiatives on an on-going basis. We all feel good when thera is a drive for
winter coats to dothe those in need or for food to feed the hungry. However, homelessness is more difficult to respond o
because it requires maore than the few dollars it takes to buy a coat or for a bag of groceries. Ending homelessness requires a
concerted and sustained effort of awareness, advocacy and action in and by the community.

In Decemiser 2016, the first annual Homeless Sabbath Weekend took place on behalf of all people whio are homeless in Union
County. This year Homeless sabbath will be held on December 195 at 7 PM at Jon Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ralway.
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Coundcil has joined with non-profit agencies and interfaith congregations, including
Community Access Unfimited, Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, Family Promise of Union County, Homefirst, and
Kionarch Housing Associates to raise the level of awareness of extent and impact of homelessness in Union County_

all too often, we assume homelessness is the result of something a homeless person did. Don't be 5o sure. The next time you
witness a neighbor living on the street, consider the fact that lack of affordable housing is the most likely reason they have
nowhere else to go. The next four most commaon causes of homelessness are Unemployment, Poverty, Insufficient Wages, and,
fior women, domestic violence.

There are numersus homeless statistics that are available at: hitgs:ll_'gmunan:h housing org/endinghomelessness) n'||:uum£||_'

regarding homelessness in Union County, but the figure belowtells the story of how many households lack permanent housing.

Fig. 5: Subpopulations by Housing Situation
&0

H

} al

. ® Chronically Homeless

: o 30 .
3 71 24 = B Velerans
20 15 Victims of romestic Violence
10 - 2 l e WY puth

0 - — -

Emergency Shelter  Transifional Housing Unshelrered

Number of Persons

on the night of lanuary 22, 2019 out of the 438 persons identified as homeless, there were a total of 68 Chronically Homeless
persons, representing 15.5% of the counted homeless population. There were 7 homeless veterans representing 2.2% of the
counted adult homeless population. 48 victims of Domestic Viclence were identified representing 11% of the total homeless
population counted. Homeless Youth (individuals and families with heads of houssholds 24 years old or younger) represented
13% of the counted homeless population with 57 persons identified. Figure 5 ilustrates the break-down of each subpopulation
identified by housing type. As illustrated in Figure 5 the majority of Chronically Homeless and Veterans were in emergency
shelter, while the majority of Youth and Victims of Domestic Violence were in transitional housing.'

In looking at the racial breakdown of those experiencing homelessness in refation to the racial breakdown in the general
population and those fiving in poverty, disparate impacts along racial lines become evident. According to the American
Community Sursey 2017 annual estimates prepared by the Census Bureau, about 557 320 people live in Union County, and



10.2% 56,826 persons) of Union County residents are living below the poverty line. There is a strong comelation betwean
poverty and homelessness, however, the racial determine who will experience homelessness. Given the disparities present in
thie data, it is evident that systemic racism plays a significant role in factors contributing to homelessness. '

Fig. R.2: Percenl ol Household Type by Race
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Affordable housing is needed to provide a long-term solution to homelessness in the county, the state and the country. The
reality is that New Jersey is the 5th most expensive state in the US, requiring earning $26.52 per hour or 555, 161,60 per year to
afford a two-bedroom apartment at a fair market rate of 51,379 per month. That is out of reach if you are miaking minimunm
wage and very difficult even for the average renter's wage of 516.98.

This affordability gap requires advocacy and action by the community and the response should be led by the faith community.
This not a call to start from scratch but rather to partner with and support the aorganizations that are already providing housing
and family services in the county. They need finandal help as the government reduces and redirects its efforts to combat
homelessness. Even when these non-profit organizations have housing solutions, they need money to maintain their
properties, pay staff and provide services beyond what is funded by government grants.

The faith community needs to lead the conversation about the extent and impact of homelessness. Homeless Sabbath is a great
time to begin to increase awareness about the issues surrounding homelessness. The challenge is to embrace it by getting
involved. Visit a shelter and take the time to talk to someone there. When you do, you will find out that they are not a statistic
but God's creation deserving love and compassion. 1f you leave saying, "There but for God's grace go 1", then also say, "Because
of God's grace, | have to do something." Sometimes, we can adwocate for a homeless person by listening to their needs and
offering to go with them to the county One-Stop Career Center to help them connect with the services they need. ¥ou will be
surprised at what a difference that can make.

Homelessness will not go away by itself. The faith community can have an impact when we come together for a common cause.
we cannot do it all and we cannot do it alone. But together we can influence and direct the response, and the outcome.
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( Member Action Committee

Please help us collect nonperishable food items for the Our town Food
Bank. The food bank serves many families in need within our community.
Items needed include canned vegetables and fruits, peanut butter and jel-
ly, cereal, rice, beans, pasta, and juice.

Items can be drop off :
80 W. Grand St,

Elizabeth, NJ 07202 F -
Monday—Friday 00 d D rive
Between SAm—S5Pm
11/1/19-12/13/19

Feeding the
Community

Please Contact:
Marie Guillaume maquillaume@caunj.org
Howard F. Wingard hwingard@caunj.org
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Religious Services at CAU

Did you know that the CAU community is exploring religion and having worship
in a unique and innovative way?

UCICC member, Reverend Aleyah Lacey of Mount Teman A.M. E. Church on Satu
days gathers members of CAUOGs ( Commi
and TOP youth to explore faith and worship. You are invited to share your faith and
talents at these interfaith services. Services are held on Saturdays at 11 am and 1
and are for an hour long. If you have a positive inspirational message, would like to
provide worship, and have a willing heart to serve please consider being a blessing
these interfaith services.

Rev. Aleyah Lacey pictured | eft

Our objectives are:

1. To provide a safe space for our members to worship God
2. To foster spiritual growth through the diverse understandings of God
3. To build up the community in faith, hope, and love

If you would like to volunteer in this amazing ministerial opportunity or find out more, please contact
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council at UCInterfaith@caunj.org




Santa | sabel Lut her an

This ministry began when [ went to the Lutheran vigils at the Elizabeth Detention Center and
different persons were talking about what happens inside while we were outside. I remember
thinking, and how do we know what really happens inside?

That was nine years ago, and Santa Isabel Lutheran Church has been doing ministry at the de-
tention center ever since. This ministry is not about conversion or about being the one and true
church. This ministry is about love, hope, and presence. This is accompaniment with those hu-
man beings which freedom has been taken away. We worship, pray, study, and learn from one
another being part of the great family of God no matter of race, religion, country, sexual prefer-
ence, or any other matter that could divide us.

I do not bring God to them, God is already there working in their midst. We are brothers and sis-
ters that gather to reflect how God has been presence and did we felt his presence in our midst.

The message is fiWe are with you.0 Who are we? These are the persons that represent the fiwe0 :
pastor, congregation, seminary professors and students, the whole Church, and the members of
community.

The people in detention also need to see and hear that not only the local pastor is praying and
supporting them but that the whole church is also with them. The photograph is from December
2018 when we brought a Puerto Rican Parranda. The Parranda at the Elizabeth Detention Cen-
ter followed the Puerto Rican tradition. We gathered not in a porch but in a Conference room
with guitar and Cuatro Puertorriqueno (instrument on the right side of the photograph) to prac-
tice and began the Parranda to the dorms where we surprised the men and women (separate
dorms) with fiFeliz Navidad/I want to wish you a Merry Christmas0 and other songs. They were
awakened not because they were sleeping but because their faces lit up with the joy of the music
and the friends who came to their temporary residences. As in the Puerto Rican tradition we
went dorm by dorm and even sang a request in the second dorm for fiBurrito Sabanero0 a song
that we sing but learned that is originally from Venezuela. People sang, clapped their hands, and
even high fives were shared. The week after the Parranda they were still expressing the joy felt
during that time together. This is part of what we do to bring our presence, hope, and love.

God bless you,

Rev. Ramon Collazo




CAU Provides Support

November is National Runaway Prevention Month. Ac-
cording to a study from the University of Chicago, one in
10 youth between the ages of 13 and 17 experience home-
lessness each year. That& an estimated 4.2 million youth.

- Running away from home decreases the likelihood that
youth will graduate from high school, and homeless
youth are at high risk for involvement in the criminal jus-
tice system.

- Community Access Unlimited works to halt the cycle of
' homelessness and operates a shelter in Union County.
The Runaway and Homeless Youth Shelter is one of the
many services provided by the Transitional Opportunities
Program (TOP). The shelter is funded by a variety of resources for flexibility in accommodating at
risk youth in Union County and across New Jersey.

fiRunaway youth from all over the state can access the shelter, and even those from outside the
state can be eligible,0 said Marshall Christie, assistant executive director of youth services. iWe
work with them and whatever resources are necessary to make a path forward.0

The shelter provides short-term emergency/respite care for youth that are referred by law enforce-
ment, schools, social services, family and friends, or those who refer themselves. Services include
24-hour assistance for youth ages 13-17, food, clothing and medical attention, educational and em-
ployment assistance, advocacy and support with the Division of Child Protection and Permanency,
family reunification and linkage to transitional and permanent housing options.

CAU is expanding its youth shelter program through the federal Transitional Living Program
(TLP) to now serve young males, as well as females aged 16-22.

TLP services follow a positive youth development approach that offers safety, a sense of belong-
ing, opportunity, independence, and close inter-

personal relationships.

CAU outreach workers are bilingual and distrib-
ute materials in both English and Spanish. Staff
meet homeless youth on the streets, around
schools and at other places they congregate.

TLP offers life skills training, including money
management, budgeting, education, use of credit,
interpersonal skills, job attainment and mental
and physical health care. It complements the
CAU Basic Center Program, which has operated
for 8 years to provide immediate housing and
personal counseling needs to homeless youth.
TLP assists members in planning for self-
sufficient living and provides follow-up support.
Additional info about the TOP program can be foundatwww. caunj . or g




Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day Vigil
Thursday, December 19, 2019 at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 215 Elm Ave Rahaway , NJ @ 7 PM

"We are all called to serve the poor, the homeless, the sick, the hungry.”

Join us for a Sabbath Vigil in praying for the homeless and discussing our
call to effect change. Tragically, some of our most vulnerable neighbors die on
the streets each year. We remember them on the day with the least amount of
daylight and the longest night because it symbolizes the struggle of those who
are homeless, and who often live out their lives on cold streets or dangerous
abandoned buildings.

We are encouraging all who are attending to bring a donation of hats,
gloves, sock and scarves to help provide warmth for our homeless neighbors.
For a list of participating congregations, please visit:
https:/ /www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil

Materials for your House of Worship are available.

Sponsored by:
e .ww “
L \ o
:'(/5 7 Mmanarc 2
I%% ‘?ﬁﬂjﬁf m—w]rst ATUSTHE FEEEITES *— L
St P St wias
= " s

FamilyPromise
S0 raan o T

3 s e oy

For More Information, Please Contact:
Skip Winter at (908) 625-96760r ahwinterjri@aol.com or
Rebecca Kasen at (908) 354-3040 ex 4371or rkasen@caunj.orqg
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LOVE IN ACHON

Celebrating those who are demonstrating Love in Action across-Nq

Rabbi Elliott . - : i .
Tepperman Christ Our Light Wind of the Spirit  Dr. Jessica Brater

Muslim Community
enter of Union County

Sister Veronica Roche Rev. Barry E. WiseII ~ Archange Antoine

Rev. Karen Granzen Jorge Torres St. Lucy's Church Reginald Johnson

DECEMBER 5, 2019 . 6:30 PM - $75 PER PERSON
THE WINDSOR BALLROOM AT THE HOLIDAY INN
399 MONMOUTH ST. EAST WINDSOR, NJ 08520

PURCHASE TICKETS ON LINE
https://loveinaction2019.eventbrite.com




Uni on County Homel ess Services

Prevention Ser¥Hoouasess n§ Rapntd/ Rertgaqge/ sec

Catholic Chariti es o0 §505tSéuth Av&AHase, Grghford, BJe s e o f
07016, (908)497-3900, M-F 9-4:30pm

El i zabet hl18Owisidn Btiket, Klimbeth, NJ 07201, (908)355-2060 x 0, M/T/Th/
F 9-12 and 1-5pm W 1-5pm

Pl ai nfi el d -Al®Witchung Assmid, Rlainfteld, NJ 07060, (908)753-3519, M
-F 9-5 pm

PROCEED;11 Dfekinson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201, (908)351-7727, M-F 8:30-
4:30pm

Sal vati on An0yE/ GeahdiStzec, Blzabeth, NJ 07201, (908)352-2886,
Open 24 hours/7 days

Ur ban League o288 NdrthBroad StréetoHlizabietly, NJ 07208, (908)351-
7200, M-F 9-5 pm

Fami | y -R02 OnionAeue, Elizabeth, NJ 07208, (908)289-7300, M-F 9-5 pm

Emergency Shelters

El i zabet hl18Owisidn Btiket, Klimabeth, NJ 07201, ((908)355-2060 x 0, M/T/
Th/F 9-12 and 1-5pm W 1-5pm

Fami | y -BR02OnionAeue, Elizabeth, NJ 07208, (908)289-7300, M-F 9-5 pm

FI SH Hospi t al i ROyBoP5r40, Blaindiakl, NJ 07061 (908)968-5857, M-

F 9-5 pm
Pl ai nf i el d51&Waelang Xvbh@eAPlainfield, NJ 07060, (908)756-6060, Open
24 hours/7 days

YMCA of East er-mn35MadisomAvenu€, @lizabeth,yNJ 07201, (908)355-
9622, Open 24 hours/ 7 days

YWCA of East er-nl3l1EsstJesay Sti€eq Elimabetit, NJ 07201, (908)355-
1500, M-F 9-5 pm

Transi tional Housing

Community Ac c¢& stGtdml SticemIlizaleettl, NJ 07202, (908)354-3040,
M-F 9-5 pm

El i zabet hl18Owisidn Btikeet, limbeth, NJ 07201, (908)355-2060 x 0, M/T/Th/
F9-12 and 1-5 W 1-5pm

FI ' ynn Christi an F e l1089Il095Hast Jprsey®treet, HlezabethJNd r s e
07201, (908)351-2265, M-F 6-6 pm

Home f i 1-9%3% Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060, (908)753-4001, M-F 9-5 pm

P R O C E E D-,11260 Diclanson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201, (908)351-7727, M-F 8:30-
4:30 pm

Raphteli f e23HutSteet, Elizabeth, NJ 07206, (908)354-4750, M-F 9-5 pm

YMCA of East eflA5Maddisin Avenue(Ehzabatit, yJ 07201, (908)355-
9622, Open 24 hours/7 days

16



Per manent and Supportive Housing

Br i dg e w-a2y6 West Graad.Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202, (908)355-2060 x 0, M-F 9-
4:30 pm

Communi ty Ac c® stGldml BticemElitaleett, NJ, (908)354-3040, M-F 9
-5 pm

El i zabet hl18Owisidn Btiket, Klimbeth, NJ 07201, (908)353-4006, M/T/Th/F 9
-12 and 1-5 W 1-5pm

Fai t h, Br i c k.slp4E&tFiho StréetgRear), Plainfield, NJ 07060, (908)756
-5774, M-F 8:30-4:30 pm

Greater Pl ainfi el-®15Wath"Streat,tPlaiffield, NJ B7aom e08) t vy
769-5292, M-F 10-1

Ho me f i r-93% Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060, (908)753-4001, M-F 9-5 pm
Pl ai nf i el d5l&Waghng Xvbh@GeAPlainfield, NJ 07060, (908)756-6060, Open
24 hours/7 days

Vol unt e er s20dWest Mitroa Avenage,aRahway, NJ, (732)827-2444, M-F 9-5 pm
YMCA of East er-m35MadisomAvenu€, @lizabeth,yNJ 07201, (908)355-
9622, Open 24 hours/ 7 days

YWCA of East er-nl31EsstiJessay Sti€eq Elimbetys, NJ 07201, (908)355-
1500, M-F 9-5 pm

Food Assi stance

Amer i can -ReéEmSirectoVEesficld, NJ 07090, (908)232-7090, M-F 9-5 pm
Catholic Charities o0 §505tSéuth AvARast, rahford, BJe s e o f
07016, (908)497-3900, M-F 9-4:30pm

E I Centr o Hi syaEasoFeom&reet, Rlamfield, NJ 07060, (908)753-8730,

T/Th 10-6 W 12-7 S 10-2

El i zabet hport P200eSscdnd/ Street) Hliaabeth, KJ&7T1206,6908)659-

2184, M-F 9-5 pm

Jef fer son P-d77 Kadiddn Aveanue, Elizabeeh, NI 07201 (908)469-9508, M-

Th 9-5 pm F 9-4 pm

First Baptist Chur @02 UnmohAvdElizabeth, NIrOR08P08)32a b e t
0519, 2™ & 3™ Th 4-7pm 4™ Th 10-1 pm

Li berty B a plIt-51% ourtCtiedt, Elizaheth, NJ (908)354-3362, M 10-12 pm

Sal vati on An0oyEastHdrsey Steedn, Elizabeth, NJ 07201, (908)352-7057, M

-F 9-5 pm

Saint Mary o f-155 Washingfos Aq) Bhmtieth, DJr(enter church base-

ment), (908)352-5154, Last Tuesdays of the month

17
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Producer and Director

A. CURTIS FARROW
»
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x!. s 1 JOIN THE CHOIR AT:

VOICESFORPEACECHOIR.COM

INFO LINE: ‘(273) 643-6262
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“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish
the light of a single candle.”
St. Francis of Assisi

Tuesdays, December 3 & 10, at 7:30pm at Rahway Train Station
with Zion Lutheran Church, Rahway

Socks and Gloves Weekend
December 13-15

Kindly bring a pair of socks or gloves to worship, to be
distributed to the Homeless of Union County.
There will be a collection box at the back of the Sanctuary
next weekend.

December 21 is the Winter Solstice- the longest night of the
calendar year. On Thursday, December 19, we will remember
those who lost their lives, because they had no shelter from the
cold, at a Viqil for the Homeless , at Zion Lutheran Evangelical
Church, 215 Elm St. Rahway at 7p.m.
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Why Your Faith Community Should
Become a 2020 Census Official Pariner

The 2020 Census Is fast approaching, and faith leaders play a key
role In this Important effort. The U.S. Constitution requires a com-
plete count of the nation's population every 10 years. Census data
Impact declslons at the natlonal, state, tribal, and local levels—from
congresslonal representation to the annual allocation of more
than $675 billlon. These resources are essential to the well-belng
of all of our nelghbors, supporting schools, hospitals, fire depart-
ments, and more.

The U.5. Census Bureau partners with the falth community to get
the word out about the Importance of the count. Faith leaders are
trusted volces In thelr communitles. You know how to reach your
congregatlon and members; hard-to-count familles, Individuals
and children; other natlonal and local leaders; and key stakehold-
ers. By belng a 2020 Census partner, you can Insplre your com-
munity to support a complete and accurate count.

O

What is a 2020 Census partner?

Your community of falth or falth-based crganization would joln

a network of nonprofit, corporate, public sector, and community
organizations working to educate the public about the 2020
Census and encourage households to fill out thelr census form.
Together, we can develop solutlons to reach everyone. Falth
community partners—Iincluding religious denominations, falth
communltles, and natlonal and reglonal falth-based organizations
and Institutions, governing bodles and counclls, and local
congregations and members—are Important 2020 Census volces.

What does a partner do?

You can make a difference In the places we live, work, and
worship. we ask you to Join us In ensuring we count everyona
Ivimg In the United States once, only once, and In the right
place, Including helping us reach hard-to-count members of

the community. The Census Bureau will provide resources that
make It easy to help, Including soclal media posts; handouts and
posters; and e-mall, bulletin, and newslatter content.

CONTACT US TODAY!
CENSUS PARTHERS@CENSUS. GOV
2020CEMNSUS GOV/PARTMERS

Here are some
of the ways
you can help:

Communilcate to your
members: Highlight the 2020
Census In e-malls, bulletins,
newsletters, and mallings to
Increase awareness of why
the census Is Important. Hang
posters In common areas,

like the cafeteria. Link to
=2020Census.gov= on your
wieb site and Include 2020
Census messages on soclal
media and In falth-based media.

Add your volce: Write a

blog, op-ed, or letter to the
editor on why participating

In the 2020 Census Is Important
to those you serva. Mention
the 2020 Census In speaches.
Tape a public service
announcement or testimonilal
and post It to your wWeb sita

or share It with falth-based
medla. Serve on or support a
Complete Count Committes,
or start one of your own. (Visit
<M)20census.gov/partnars:
and click on Complete Count
Committees to learm more.)
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SALEM roADHOUSE CAFE

at TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ROCK OUN rop
“SANTA INBLUE> -
HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

A rock festival to help the Union Police Department collect toys for needy children.

WITH PERFORMANCES BY__.. ..

ROBERT HILL BAND: MELINDA DAVIS: JAKE THISTLE
RAY POWERS/MIKE ZUKO & FRIENDS feat: ERICA COHN:

CARLA ULBRICH (Singer/songwriter/comedienne)
slam poetry by SAINT PAT and more........

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7:30 PM - 10:30 PM
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM
ADMISSION per person: A new, unwrapped toy with a value of
$20.00 (or $20 cash at the door)

Admission includes hot & cold snacks, beverages, tea, coffee & desserts

Original art by Local Artist ANDREW WASHINGTON will be on
display at the ROADHOUSE GALLERY OF FINE ARTS

The show will be recorded by UNION TV34 for their “UNION AFTER DARK" nightly music series
Plenty of free parking in our two lotz and on the street

SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE 829 SALEM ROAD UNION NJ 07083
PHONE: 908-686-1028 (leave message) E-MAILL: zalemroadhouse@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.roadhousecafe.org FACEBOOK: www. facebook.com/salemroadhouse
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R | JOI'N OUR TEA

Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big heart!
Due to our continuing expansion, there are a

number of f u | | andpiamd optningfer those

interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at risk who are
=== on the road to independence.

For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers
available house on the weekends and overnights!
~ Minimum requirements are:

\\\\\

f  Valid driver® license
% Arcess to vehicle daily to use for work purpose
€ kO igi){al High School Diploma/GED/College Degree
2 S

NBkperidacdorking with individuals with developmental
iS ilitiespn Jor youth at risk are a plus! Of course
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also

ée%uitred wh@ Pr?viﬁlilg‘g Sugpf)rhto our R‘Inambers.
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer

promotional opportunities for employees, competitive salaries and a
comprehensive benefits package to full time employees!

Dond forget your resume and
e prepared to fill out an applicat

ake an appointment, please ca
epresentative at (908) 354-304

Please take the time to visit our agency website www.caunj.org for
attend (1l more information and current listings.

openings. Community Access Unlimited is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

If you are unable to

UCICC -CAU
COMMUNITY HELP LINE

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR |
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Call CAU® Information and Referral Office at
90-853040 [ Xoradswers andl resources.

CAU® community service mission includes providing direct services to people in need as well as infor-
mation on how to locate services provided by other agencies.
This month we highlighto ne o& GAU vi ces avai |l abineurUnionCopntya | i
communities.

Free home de[bwetkprogeam; ongmeal pesperson per day] for Union County residents
who are US citizens and their families who need food and who are:
*Age 59 or younger [head of household]; *Living in low income households;
* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families.
* Documents and interview are required to qualify.
Contact extension 4272
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http://www.caunj.org
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UCI CC Outreach Coorld

Y

anchFacrdjeric ( Rod) Pﬁpsea)}rma-lmward Ap.aéaroyraraa,r mi n &

Sidney BI

Executive DiUEGICEOCrI nterfai tUCI CLodaitratfa@an gy €cordt eat art h
Community AccessrsUndarmiare@  aunjhlryant @Qcaunj .o@p@drnini @autrj.
sblanchard@caunj .org

Join & B
Today!

Attend monthly meetings.
Invite other community leaders to
attend our meetings and events.
Support or host fundraising
programs to support the Record
Expungement Grant Program.

e Sign up for our mailing list.
AHS kéWh nt er Michell e MoblRegbecca Ka Share useful information about
UCI CC Ste€AUnbirec

e

tor Difr &otuarh of o g
Commi ttee Meembveirc Re sGodnemutnii gly Ac c € your organizafion.
mmobl ey @c a

unj ragen@caun
J L) L1 b Bl L)

Contact Rod Spearman at
908-354-3040 x 4324
for more information on becoming
a member

:............................................
. Advertise in thée UCICC News/{]|et
° Have an exciting event or program happening? o
[ J [
° Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in o
° Union County by advertising in this newsletter! °
[ ] [ ]
° Please send all print-ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman(@caunj.org L
: by the 1 3 dflevery month to save a space! :
a® 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 90 90 90 9 9 0
. Uni on County Interfaith Coordinating Counc]||I
ﬁleeuson 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (808) 354Bmdil : UCl nterfaith@caunj.pr

.
www. facebook. com/ Uni onCount vyl nlte
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<? * | Elizabeth, NJ
COMMUNITACCESS

80 West Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: 908543040 TTY/TTD: 9083544629
Fax: 908354-2665 www.caunj.org

Community Acces$s MimslsTiooinbbedvi de community access thr
comprehensive support servicegifskr ymadnmpl, e gwivtim gd it sheet
to live independently and to | ead normal and product

UCI CC Steering Commit:t

Deg;mv?/erGrséndzosltgr:;t ! Homel ess &PeMesmari al Day
LSS T B

215 EIlm Ave, Rahway,

See Right side

UCI CC Steering Commit:t Embodyi ng MLK: A Commu
January 2, 2020 at 10 Event
80 W Grand St :
El'i zabet h NJ 07202

See Right side

UCI CC Steering Committ
February 6, 2020 at 1
80 W Grand St
Eli zabeth NJ 07202
See Right side

Rod Spear man

Uni on County |
_ c/o Community
like us on 80 West Grand
facebook Phone: (808D 3
Email : r spear noar




