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About the Union County 
Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 
interfaith community. 
 
We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 
 
 

Our Goals 
¶ To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 
¶ To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Islamic, and other faiths. 

¶ To be engaged in: 
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and 
the general Union County population. 

2. The advancement of Social Justice. 
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 
race. 

¶ To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 
 

Our Objectives 
¶ Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building 
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 
congregations. 

¶ Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 
involvement, action and education in self-help. 

¶ Build working relationships between Union County religious 
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 
staff. 

 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
¶ Develop interfaith solidarity. 
¶ Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community 
and build opportunities to share educational and community events. 
with the group.  

¶ Build religious membership. 
¶ Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to 
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other 
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth, 
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.. 

¶ Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 
members with CAU. 

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  
COORDINATING COUNCIL 
Steering Committee Members 

Deacon Tim Williams-Chair 
First Baptist Church 
Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 
Associate  Executive Director of Community 

Relationsð CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 
Temple Sholom 
Scotch Plains 

Ayaz Aslam 
Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 
Honorably Retired 

Presbyterian Church USA 
 

Denise Fernandes 
Latino Outreach 

Rev. Aleyah Lacey 
CAU Religious Services 

 
Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  
Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Father Michael Saporito 
The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

Roderick Spearman 
CAU Consultant 

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas 
Fountain Baptist Church 

Summit 
 

Elder Arthur ñSkipò Winter 
Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 
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   By: Reverend Carmine Pernini 
   Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rahway 

 
In light of the recent vote by the United Methodist Church (UMC) which occurred on Tuesday, February 26 

which effectively upheld and strengthened the denominationôs ban on same-sex marriage and LGBT clergy which 
reiterates the churchôs policy from 1972 which states, ñthe practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching,ò it is timely to revisit the commitments of the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council (UCICC).  
The following is taken from what I surmise is likely the least read page of our newsletter, the inside cover which 
lays out our Mission, Goals, Objectives, and Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community.  In our 
ñGoalsò section we state, ñThe intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, and race.ò   

  
 It should not be surprising that many LGBT youth are homeless because of the faith traditions of their par-
ents which more often than not dictate a notionï that LGBT people are not welcome, or holy, or full participants in a 
faith tradition.  I recently heard the same at the Union County LGBT Round Table which was held in Rahway, NJ.  
There, many EDôs from non-profits, specialists, therapists, and others affirmed that an overwhelming number of 
LGBT homeless youth, some 80% of the youth homeless population, are in fact homeless because of a religious ob-
jection proffered by parents because their children are LGBT.   
 
 With the UMCôs recent decision to harden their stance on LGBT exclusivity, plus the existing crisis among 
homeless LGBT youth, all added to the centuries long rejection and persecution of LGBT by religious institutions, 
the UCICC endeavors to be open and affirming of LGBT people.  We have, in the past, held demonstrations and 
candlelit vigils relating to the Pulse Night Club shooting, hosted events focused on what inclusivity looks like in 
light of a personôs particular religious tradition, and I, along with many others, have penned articles related to the 
challenges of Interfaith work as it relates to our goal of being inclusive of people regardless of ñgender, faith, race, 
ability or disability etcéò   
 
 The challenges, though they are many, are part of the Interfaith experience.  As an Interfaith community, 
there are differences in creed, or no creed, there are differences in who can be clergy and who cannot, we have dif-
ferent names or no name for God, we have different worship practices and different holy days, we all come from 
different ethnic traditions involving food, different conceptions of the sacred and the profane, different languages, 
and differing levels of LGBT inclusion.  Yet, we are able to come together to pray, worship (G)g-d(s), and love one 
another.  It is a unique, holy, and delicate experience.  Despite the plethora of differences which would seem to miti-
gate against these diverse faith traditions from building community together, people from different faiths and de-
nominations from within faith traditions have increasingly come together to show mutual respect for one another. 
 
  We at the UCICC recognize that the UMCôs recent decision likely triggered painful responses concerning 
rejection by religious communities.  While we cannot speak for all faith traditions, we can speak for the UCICC in-

terfaith community that we have created in Union County.  If you are LGBTQIA+, you are welcome here.  You 
are welcome to participate, lead, write, demonstrate, and be whoever you are in this place.   

 



 

 4 

By: Skip Winter 
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford 
 
The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford was founded in 1851, which was 20 years before the Town-
ship of Cranford was established in 1871.  For 168 years, FPC Cranford, along with all of the other 
Houses of Worship and numerous organizations in Cranford, have worked to make the community of 
Cranford the outstanding town that it is.          
 
It takes a strong cooperative and ecumenical effort for programs to be successful; no one House of Wor-
ship or organization can walk the walk alone.  Along with assistance from other town wide organiza-
tions and other Houses of Worship, First Presbyterian Cranford has hosted the Cranford Elmora Soup 
Kitchen for the past 30 years, has worked with the Interfaith Hospitality Network and FISH, both 
programs to provide temporary housing, for the past 33 years and is currently a host church for Opera-
tion Warmheart.  Working with the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, Operation Warmheart 
provides shelter, meals and hospitality for homeless persons from December through March. The FPC 
Youth Fellowship, over the past few years, has established a strong working relationship with My Call-
ing @ the Yardley Methodist Church in Pa. Boy Scout Troop 80 and Cub Scout Pack 103 have been 
mainstays of the church and the community for years.   
 
Yet the strongest sense of community that First Presbyterian Church supports is the Martin Luther King 
Day of Service held on the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr.  For the past seven years, Janice 
Grievious of First Presbyterian and Cindy Hannen of St. Michaelôs Church in Cranford have led 
this outstanding community effort in honor of the legacy of Dr. King.  Hundreds of adults and young 
people alike, from all across the community of Cranford, gather in Bates Hall of FPC Cranford to work 
on projects that benefit many social service organizations and hospitals.  It is truly a sight to see aa all 
work together for a common community cause.  Over fifteen organizations were the beneficiaries of the 
project.  The organizations were as follows: Rahway Food for Friends, St. Josephôs Social Services, the 
VA Health Care Centers in East orange and Lyons, Childrenôs Specialized Hospital in Mountainside, 
St. Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, the Westfield Armory( for Active Duty Troops), Communi-
ty Access Unlimited, Cranford Family Care, the Cranford First Aid Squad, Backpacks for Life, YWCA 
Womenôs Shelter, Homefirst Plainfield, FISH Hospitality, Family Promise, Raphaelôs Life House, 
Cranford Senior Housing and Woodlands Nursing Home in Plainfield. Recipients noted above received 
donations such as Priority Mail Military Boxes filled with snacks, Valentineôs Day cards for children 
who are hospitalized, Flag Pins for Vets in the VA health Centers, diapers and decorated bibs, bag 
lunches of sandwiches, fruit, chips and homemade snacks, boxes and tote bags of cleaning products and 
personal care products and cupcake liner floral arrangements, along with other items to assist those in 
need.                  
 
First Presbyterian church of Cranford is proud of their community efforts over the years and look to 
continue their service in the future. 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Cranford  
A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1851  
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First Presbyterian Church of Cranford  
A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1851  
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Faith in Action 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔Solidarity Gathering & Prayer 

Vigil for New Zealand Shoot-
ing held at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Rahway on 3/22/19 
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Faith in Action 

 

PICTURED 

 ̔3/22/19 Members of the Union County Interfaith 

Coordinating Council of various faiths, New 
American Movement for People with Disabilitiesô 
National Advocate Myrta Rosa, and various mem-
bers of law enforcement including the County 
Prosecutors Office, NJ Office of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Elizabeth Police Department greeted 
worshippers at the Muslim Community Center of 
Union County as they gathered for Friday worship. 
Everyone gathered to welcome the Islamic com-
munity into their space and to let them know we 
are united and will always support each other. 


