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When educating the  

minds of our youth, 

We must not forget 

to educate  their 

hearts. 

-Dalai Lama 

 
 
 
 

To get involved,  
contact us: 

 
Marshall Christie 

908-354-3040 x4251 or  
Mchristie@caunj.org   

 
Nicholas Scalera 
201-532-5851 or  

nick@scalera.com 

 



 

OUR MISSION 
 
The Union County Youth  
Services Steering Committee  
is committed to increasing the  
number, availability, and accessibility 
of youth services to youth and young 
adults, and works to ensure that  
Union County’s youth/young adults 
know how to secure the resources 
they need to develop and realize 
their potential for productive,  
self-sufficient lives as adults.   
 
Members of the Steering Committee 
represent public and non-profit 
youth-serving agencies, child  
advocates, volunteers, and  
faith-based organizations. They  
meet regularly to share information 
and resources, identify and close  
any major gaps  in youth service  
programs, and to disseminate found 
resources through websites, media  
announcements, public forums and 
an annual conference.  

 

GOALS 
 

 Serve as a vehicle for fostering communication and  
networking among youth services providers and youth  
consumers 
 
 Improve youth service effectiveness and outcomes. 
 
 Share information, resources and expertise among  
providers and youth and parent consumers. 
 
 Improve coordination of and access to services by youth and 
parents. 
 
 Encourage development of an integrated youth and young 
adult services system. 
 
 Improve utilization of existing youth resources and  
promote development of new services. 
 
 Foster cross systems coordination, encourage  
collaborations and build linkages among youth service  
providers and resources. 
 
 Stimulate use of innovative and evidence-based practice mod-
els through research projects and pilot demonstrations. 
 
 Provide training and educational opportunities for staff work-
ing with youth and young adults. 
 
 Develop and share standardized outcomes, performance 
measures and evaluation tools. 

 

 

RESULTS 
 
  The establishment of a strong county-wide foundation 
within the Union County Youth Services Steering Committee 
 
  An annual Union County Youth Services Networking  
Conference that happens in October.   
 
  Creation of a network that conducts and shares meetings 
and forums to share information, resources, and services for 
youth and young adults 
 
  The development of the Union County Youth Directory, a 
computerized public database rich with resources for youth 
and service providers 
 
  A group of strong advocates interested in participating in 
public information and awareness campaigns to encourage 
additional youth service groups to join in the cause.  



 

MEET THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

SID BLANCHARD is the founder and executive director of Community Access Unlimited. 
CAU began in 1979 with a $90,000 grant to move 20 individuals out of institutions to  
community living and has grown the agency to no support over 6000 people throughout the 
state in areas of housing, support services, vocational supports, recreation, money  
management, advocacy, and more.  Services in the home are provided to anyone in need 
including at-risk youth and adults with developmental disabilities, seniors and veterans.  
 

In the most recent years, Sid has created more opportunities for increased community  
integration – starting three councils to join the interfaith community, youth services, and 
non-profit leaders with the common goal to bring upon community wide benefits together.  
 

Sidney is a pioneer, leader, and ardent advocate in providing community supports for people 
in need. He is active in both local and national level organizations that further initiatives for 
individuals with special needs. 
 
MARSHALL CHRISTIE was born in New Jersey and raised in Scotch Plains.  With the  
exception of a few years residing elsewhere within the state, he has been a lifelong resident 
of Union County. Marshall has a wealth of programmatic and organizational experience in 
children and family services. He has championed the causes of at-risk youth for nearly three 
decades. Prior to coming to CAU, he served as director of a program in North Jersey that 
partnered with up to 20 treatment homes and coordinated the efforts of three agency-
owned professional parent homes. In that role, he oversaw the program in serving at-risk 
children, adolescents and families.  
 

Previously, Marshall spent more than 20 years honing his childcare, counseling and  
managerial skills while working for an agency in Somerset County. Beginning as a youth  
counselor at their shelter program in 1989, he rose through the ranks to become the agen-
cy’s Director of Residential Services in 2013. In that role, he coordinated a 24-hour direct care 
staff and services to residents of seven adolescent residential facilities, including a youth shel-
ter, group home, transitional living and supportive housing program.  
 
NICHOLAS R. SCALERA has over 40 years’ experience in youth and family services  
management. He was State Director of the NJ Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) from 
1989-94 and DYFS Assistant Director from 1972-89. Previously, Nick worked as a public  
information officer for the NJ Department of Community Affairs (1967-72) and NJ Office of  
Economic Opportunity (1966-67) and was a reporter for the Associated Press (1966) and Newark 
News (1964-66).   
 

In 1995, Nick formed Scalera Consulting Services, which works with public and private agencies 
that serve at-risk youth and/or vulnerable adults. Scalera holds a BA in Social Studies from Seton 
Hall University and an MS in Journalism "Cum Laude" from Columbia University. In 2007, he  
established the Nicholas R. Scalera Scholarship Fund at Seton Hall University to help academically 
qualified students with substantial financial and social needs secure a college education.   
 

Nick has received many honors, including: Humanitarian Award from Seton Hall  
University; Public Administrator of the Year from the New Jersey Chapter, American Society for 
Public Administration (ASPA); Man of Achievement Award for services to at-risk youth from Phi 
Kappa Theta National Fraternity; and Humanitarian of the Year from the Association for  
Advancement of the Mentally Handicapped (predecessor of Community Access Unlimited, Inc.).  

Sidney Blanchard 
Community Access Unlimited 

 

Lisa M. Bonanno 
Union County Workforce Development Board 

 

Hawa Bonds 
Union County Department of Human Services (DHS) 

 
 

Pamela Capaci  
Prevention Links, Inc. 

 

Karen Dinsmore 
Union County Department of Human Services (DHS) 

 

  
Felicia Frazier 

Families and Community Together (FACT) 
 

Maureen Segale Glenn  
Union County Department of Human Services (DHS) 

 
Marla Higginbotham 
CASA of Union County 

 
Pastor Pamela B. Jones 

Communities in  Cooperation (CIC) 
 

Laura Margoetes 
The Gateway Family YMCA,  

Elizabeth Branch 
 

Leila Molaie 
NJ Dept of Labor & Workforce Development (DLWD),  

 
Betsy Montalvo 

Office of Adolescent Services, NJ  
Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

 

Carol Russell 
Family Support Organization of Union County 

 
Laura Stanley 

Cooperative Counseling Services 
 

Cathy Waters  
Reconnections Program, 

Urban League of Union County 
 

Haydee Zamorea-Dalton, MSW 
Middlesex/Union Area Office DCP&P 

THE UNION COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES STEERING COMMITTEE 
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  Help us go green. Please visit www.caunj.org to receive this newsletter electronically  

The Union County Youth Services Directory  
is being updated and will be accessible via the county’s website. If 
you have not already submitted an entry for each of your agency’s 
youth service programs for inclusion in the Directory, please visit: 

http://ucnj.org/youth-directory 

Sidney Blanchard 

Executive Director,   

Community Access Unlimited (CAU) 

 

Lisa M. Bonanno 

Deputy Director, Union County Workforce  

Development Board (WDB) 

 

Hawa Bonds 

Assistant Director, Division of Youth Services, Union 

County Department of Human Services (DHS) 
 

Pamela Capaci  

Executive Director, Prevention Links, Inc. 

 

Karen Dinsmore 

Assistant Director, Union County Department of 

Human Services (DHS) 

 

Felicia Frazier 

Community Resource Manager, Families and  
Community Together (FACT) 

Maureen Segale Glenn  
Director of Community Services,  Union County  
Department of Human Services (DHS) 
 
 

 
Marla Higginbotham 
Executive Director, Court Appointed Special  
Advocates (CASA) of Union County, Inc 
 
 

Pastor Pamela B. Jones  
CEO/Executive Director,  
Communities in Cooperation, Inc. (CIC) 
 
 
Laura Margeotes 
Associate Branch Executive, The Gateway Family 
YMCA, Elizabeth Branch 
 
 

Leila Molaie 

Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor/TCIS, 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services 

(DVRS), NJ Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development (DLWD) 
 

Betsy Montalvo 
Supervisor, Office of Adolescent Services,  
NJ Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
 
 
Carol Russell 
Community Outreach Coordinator,  
Family Support Organization of Union County 
 
 
Laura Stanley 
IIC Program Manager,  
Cooperative Counseling Services 
 
 
Cathy Waters  
Manager, Reconnections Program,  
Urban League of Union County 
 
 
Haydee Zamora–Dalton 
Director, Middlesex/Union Area Office, Division of 
Child Protection & Permanency (DCPP),  
NJ Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
 


