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About the Union County
| nterfaith Coordinating Council

Our Mission

The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
interfaith community.

We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardless
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

Our Goals

1 To grow the network of faithhased organizations in Union County.

1 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Islamic, and other faiths.

1 To be engaged in:

1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the
general Union County population.
2. The advancement &ocial Justice
3. The intentionalnclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.
1 To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.

Our Objectives

1 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.

1 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in sedip.

1 Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community

1 Develop interfaith solidarity.

1 Avalil yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
with the group.

1 Build religious membership.

1 Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
Weepleswith physical and developmental disabilities, etc..

1 Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.



guest message

Synonyms: Faith, Advocacy, and Activism.

By: Rev. Carmine Pernini

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator

Member of Faith in New Jersey & NJ Clergy Coalition for Justice
Zion Lutheran ChurdhRahway, NJ

One of the most persistent challenges in Interfaith work is often more abo
Theology, the words we use to describe God, verses what faith can prod
collective appreciation for universal human dignity. People of different fai
may quibble about theological poiritshe sovereignty of God and human free-

dom, who was Jesus, when do we pray/worship and w
faith in God compels us to do: boundless love for one another. Faith, for all its messiness, distinctions, ard n

ance, generally results in a simple yet profound love of strangers.

Questions of advocacy and activism, for me, flow out of the idea/emotion/action of loving my neighbor. Atjthe
last, it is love of one another which holds the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council together and nct ou
conceptions of God. Yet, love is a verb or action and not merely an emotional inclination of the heart or afiect
From my Christian tradition, the Epistle of James
and | acks daily food, and one of you says to thien
what is the good of that(2:166 ) ? 0

Boundless love for one another in the public sphere, that is, politics and policy, are activism and advocacy for

those who are not | oved or treated fairly. Near |
yoursel fo or fido unto others. o Public policy nlan
There is disagreement with regards to whether or not religious people should engage in Advocacy or Activ.sm
the historical record of people of faith Astayimng
sidered deplorable, is both | ong and bl oody. Flor
of the Civil War (there are exceptions, however),
name a f ew. Today, calls for Areligious peopl eld

ploy to silence views that are contrary to their own. While appeals to the historical precedent of the Church be
on the wrong side of history were more effective in the past, today, rather than attempting to justify a faith tom
nityés negligence in standing with t hewritelpgoryetick e d,
results in a shift of the critique from neglect of the oppressed to history itself. An example is the myth of the C
War being primarily about #AStatebs Rightso as opp

Advocacy and Activism on behalf of neighborl i nejss
all humanity. Advocacy, interested in public policy, and Activism, interested in public opinion, are both asgect:
a love of others which both attempt to make manifest in the form of public opinion or policy universal humen di
nity. Advocacy and Activism need each other to produce long term change. For example, segregation wes le
tively ended in the 1960s, yet today New Jerseyods
with Union County suffering some of the worst de facto segregation in thefgtate/(www.northjersey.com/
story/news/2018/07/13/hosegregateshewjerseysschoolsandwhatcandone/70271900%/ While a legislative

win was ushered in nearly 60 years ago, the urgency, activism in the form of public concern, which produczd t
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guest message continued

Awino has since fizzled. Change, it seems, nee
change hot. Activism, without reciprocal legislative change, can be nothing more than an angry mob vent-
ing their frustrations. Both are needed to produce change, and both are natural and vital expressions of
faith which demonstrate love for the unloved.

Above, | asserted that advocacy and activism ar ¢
you, can think of plenty of religious groups whc
ing it unsurprisingly to people who look, think, and act just like those who impose the restrictions. These
ifcaveats, 6 even i f they are the norm in society
They are, even if popular, unnatural developments not of religious thought, but of cultural biases imposed
upon Goddés abounding grace. Anecdotally, for CI
amend JesusO6 command to | ove your enemies, | ove

solidarity?), and sell all that you own and give it to the poor. While the intellectual work of blunting these
statements is impressive, it is, nevertheless, fraudulent in its representation of what it means to be Christiar
The early church,®land 29 centuries, held all things in common per the book of Acts from the Bible as
well as the historical record where Roman pol iti
rily)o would take better care of Roman widows at
bad! Knowing this, the criticism lobbed at Religious Advocates and Activists seems to stem not fro
theological critique born out of rigorous biblical study, but of agxisting cultural/racial bias which oper-
ates before theological considerations have been undertaken. The theological critique, then, is a pr t fo
prejudices which are filtered through | anguage
but, in |ight of the 4, 400 #-Sdriallustica Shatemeritfipa: s t o. \
relevantmagazine.com/god/church/44s4storshavesignedjohn-macarthursantisociatjustice

proclamation/y 6 ti mely may be a better |l abel for my h

Yet, speaking from my own tradition, love of one another, strangers and enemies alike, just seems

divine doesnodot it? l sndét it easier to circl u |
than messy ourselves with each otherds probl S
see more instances of division and hatred r a el

look different than what is considered normal? Near as | can tell, the biblical witness for Christians

the beautiful examples of faithful advocacy and activism from my Jewish, Muslim, and Buddhist col-
leagues are authentic expressions of faith. Faith, when considered long enough, is not sedentary n@@éxclu
sive. Rather, faith is activism and advocacy. Faith is, as the late and great activist Roman Catholic st
Dani el Berrigan once said (paraphrase), AFai i
your | one good act will draw others to it.o ai
one. Faith undertaken in the public sphere is activism and advocacy.

0Advocacy and Activism are Natural Outgrowths of Faith

I n Goddés Love for Al o



https://relevantmagazine.com/god/church/4400-pastors-have-signed-john-macarthurs-anti-social-justice-proclamation/
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pliminating racism

. ion!
empowering women WCA Takes ACtlon . .

union county

Every day, women (and men) come to the YWCA for help and safety from the one person they should be
able to trust the mosttheir spouse, loved one or intimate partner. Domestic abuse affects one in 3
women and one in four men. It can take many forms beyond physicaliafiiaecial abuse, sexual
abuse, psychol ogical or emotional abthepaceavhele i s
s/he should feel safestbecomes a place of danger. And the most dangerous time for a victim is when h/
she leaves. We hear far too many stories of women losing their lives at the hands of their abuser, or suff
ing in silence for years because domestic viol
many times the victim is blamed for the abuse.

Over half of the women and children who are homeless are homeless due to domestic violence. Without
the resources of organizations like the YWCA Union County they have no place to go except back to the
abuser, creating a cycle of abuse and homelessness.

The YWCA Union County is the only agency in Union County specifically designed to serve victims of
domestic violencé regardless of age, race, ethnicity, income, gender, immigration status, and more. Our
free services help break the cycle of abuse by providing comprehensive, wrap around services that meet
the individual needs of each victim we serve. Our shelter provides immediate safety, counseling seryices
address the trauma experienced, workforce development helps victims gain the skills and employ
they need to be sediufficient, court advocates help victims obtain the legal protections they need, arﬂjr
programs for children help them heal from the violence they have witnessed. Our new Family Justi e
ter, a collaboration with the County of Unio a
multiple community agencies to provide legal, law enforcement, counseling, advocacy, and more iriin
gle location to better serve victims in a holistic fashion. All of our services are provided through thegiager-
sectional lens of gender and racial oppressiggtognizing that one cannot be eliminated without the

other being eliminated as well.

We also educate and train. We go into schools were intimate partner violence begins in dating relation-
ships. We talk about what are healthy relationships and what are the warning signs of abuse. Edu n
our community through presentations to students, counselors, faith leaders, and civic groups helps j@@ild
strong safety and support net for victims.

But itds not enough to provide these service
elected officials to create or modify legislation that supports victims, that keeps guns out of the han f
abusers, and that protects immigrant women so they can seek help without fear of deportation. We o
cate for necessary funding so that our services reach all who need us. TheiY[dd@ly and nationally

- is on the front lines of advocacy around domestic violénaging renewal of the Violence Against

Women Act (VAWA) and other critical legislative initiatives that protect victims. Whether in individu
meetings with our elected officials, testifying in Trenton and Washington, or calling, writing, and usi
social medid we make our voices heard.

YWCA IS ON A MISSION
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BEACON UNITARIAN UMERSALIST CONGREGATION OF SUMMIT

This past summer | had a baby and engaged in the launch of the Ne
Jersey Poor Peopleds Campaign:

For six weeks, beginning on May 14th, poor folks, advocates, and f3
leaders in 35 states across the country and in D.C., gathered in thei
capitals to demand action from legislative leaders to end systemic rg
cism, poverty, the war economy and ecological devastation. They &
gued that this ¢ ountdadopetsatwbuldschim
human sexuality as a moral crisis but not claim poverty as a moral ¢
sisd was a narrative in need of fixing.

We were there in Trenton as the budget was debated and amended

decried clearly that the budget is a moral document; one that demo
strates the values of our state and who we consider to be worthy. We were arrested for attempting t@
the statehouse during open hours in order to deliver a letter to Senate President Sweeney. Week affe
folks showed up in Trenton; raising voices to demand an end to funding the militarization of commun
over the feeding of families, to call for a ceasing of the terrorizing of the Ramapough for using their 12
religious ritual, to call for an accountable prosecutorial process that investigates when community mé
are killed by police.

Why so many different issues?

The Poor Peoplebds Campaign: A National Cal/l

are interconnected. We believe in a fusion movement, which is a movement of folks from diverse ba
grounds, identities, cultures and geographies. We do not see these issues as different but symptomg
dis-ease in our country today. We do not see our regions as barriers, but bridges to a greater move

My son was born June 6th. It was right in the middle of the six weeks. | was there the week before
born, and back again two weeks later.

Many folks asked me why | would be theri’* /
with just having an infant. !

How could | not be there?

Our childrenés 1|ive
is that straightforward. The future is now,
and the decisions we make today, the batt
we choose today, and the stories we tell 0
what matters most to us, will be what exist
tomorrow.

guide us. May all of our children live to see that day because of how we acted in these days.
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Moved to March Please Reserve Now!

2019,/ Register on Eventbrite or phone your RSVP to:
https://uciccwomenoffaithconference.eventbrite.cor
(908) 3543040 x4324

>

You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council for our
Women of Faith Conference:

Making a Beloved Community:
NToget her We Stand Div

Community Access Unlimited
80 W. Grand St. A Elizabet
9am-3pm

Join us for panel discussions & gain resources to make a beloved community.

Tuesday, September 25 at 6pm

@Zion Lutheran Church,
215 Elm Ave., Rahway

Light Refreshments and Childcare Provided




BECOME A

HAMBASSADOR

HELP NICARAGUAN VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE

HAMBASSADORS' mission is to help provide freedom to victims of
domestic abuse in Nicaragua, Women who escape their abusers
need economic independence, Some start their own farms to
provide for their families,

Owning a pig is a big deal for a Nicaraguan farmer, Especially when
the pig has babies. The pigs become a source of revenue for the
family.

HOW CAM I HELP?
¥ Raoise AWAREMNESS by sharing this story
v RAISE $150 to buy a pregnant sow
v RECRULT one additional Hambassador
v Like HAMBASS5ADORS on Facebook

DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE, MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "HAMBASSADORS.™

HAMBASSADORS, C/0 A1 BASEMENT SOLUTICNS, 1766 E 2™ 5T, SCOTCH PLAINS, M) 07076




TAKING ACTION! BY: LINDA

THE ELIZABETH COALITION TO = FLORESOBER

EXECTUTIVE

HOUSE THE HOMELESS DIRECTOR

About a year ago Mr. Madison and his family moved into their apartment. It was the

end of a long journey. It was a journey that included the physical assault of their daughter in school, leavin
her with permanent brain damage. The journey included becoming homeless after living in a home for mal
years, shared with siblings only to find out that they did not pay their share of the mortgage. They found th
selves on a curb and because they did not qualify for public assistance, they were locked out of the shelter
tem as well.

Mr. Madison did not dwell, he acted. He called Senator Booker, who called us. We placed the family in a |
tel until we could sort out their needs. After some time there, they moved into Family Promise who gave th
the secure and kind space they needed to begin to rebuild their lives. Eventually they were recipients of a
tion 8 certificate. Again, another road block. They needed a 3 bedroom and most 3 bedrooms are $1,800
much more. Their certificate required that the apartment be at Fair Market Rent of $1655 per month or les

That was i mpossi bl e. The danger is that the ti
lot of pressure. Fortunately, the Elizabeth Coalition had an opening come up in their Permanent Housing |
tiative where the rent was well bel ow Fair MarKk

they have remained, enjoying their lives. Finally. Their daughter, Cindy, has improved greatly and is atten
ing private school , thanks to a scholarship. Their son is doing well too.

The Madi sonds barriers to getting help are an e
of the Plainfield YMCA shelter and the other shelters closing beds, finding shelter is extremely difficult. The
are nearly no beds for families who donét qual.
working family come in who is sleeping in their
common in Union County including Elizabeth and surrounding towns.

The Elizabeth Coalition can shelter some of the families, but the lack of truly affordable housing (at or belo
Fair Market Rent) is impossible to find. Landlords demand incomes that keep rent as 1/3 of their income.
means to afford a Fair Market Rent of $1314 for ab@droom apartment they have to earn $50,000. The
Median Income in Union County is $44600.

We need to do more to create affordable housing. Itis a problem that affects us all: children coming back
from college, our grandparents who live on a fixed income and the people who we see every day who work
our towns: the dry cleaner counter person, the
pl e who work in the grocery store and check you
needs a safe, clean, place to live. Everyone.

We need to make room and find ways to make sure that everyone in oul \'L(lﬁetﬁ CZQ
munities have a place to live. No one wants to sleep outside in a car wit &/

children. These are our neighbors and WE can do better. The solution i:
WE. Together we can solve this problem. Please join us in the effort. I
wondét happen without you.

/

2

Thank you,

Linda Flores -Tober to House the Homeless

YAl AT AT AT AT AT AT AT ATAYATZ
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THE ELIZABETH
AFRICAN-

AMERIGAN
HERITAGE
PARADE

WHEN
sunday, September 16th
2:00 pm Sharp

WHERE
starting @ Union Square
Elizabeth Ave & New Point Rd

Elizaheth, New Jersey

FEATURING * The StiltWalkers Alrican Aoat * Marchiny
Bands - Face Paintiny - Bouncing House - Music By D)

AFRICANAMERICANPARADLE.UC@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
YOLANDA EADY-PERKINS (908) 220-6113
OR BRENDA MCCLINTON (908) 346-1346

FREE
EVENT

MUSIC
VENDORS
PETTING 200
GIVE-AWAYS

Gity of Elizabeth
Gounty of Union
Pepsi Go.
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CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
TAKES ACTION!

By: Jill Garnhart; Publicity
Calvary Lutheran Church

Calvary Lutheran Church Holds Mattress Fundraiser
for Jersey Battered Womenos Ser

Calvary Lutheran Church i s hodadnatimegs fuandraidertOn Bunday, F u
September 23, from l11am to 5pm, Calvaryodos Fell ow

"Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” (1 Joht83:1Calvary
Lutheran Church wants to provide a warm bed for those in need and we invite you to jeor Ged's

Work, Our Handslay of servicepn Sunday, September 23, from 11&pm, Calvary will be selling mat-

tresses to benefit NJ Battered Women's Services, Luther Haven home for the disabled, and Homefront Socia
& Welfare Services.

fiWe have a great opportunity to help people herebo
of the woman escaping domestic violence who only wants a safe place to sleep for herself and her children.
Think of families outside in the elements and how comforting a warm bed is on a cold®ighhizations

like Jersey Battered Women's Services and Homefront provide this comfort and we have a chance to help

t hem. o

You can purchase one or more Simmons Beauty Rest mattresses for yourtheiseme mattresses on sale

at any Macy's or Simmons factory store, but for up to 50% lagsbrtion of the cost will go towards the

purchase o&nother mattresto bedonated Don't need a mattresf®uy one to donatel oo rich for your

blood? Join with others and buy a mattress together! New bedding, new pillows, and monetary contributions
are also welcome.

Calvary Lutheran Church is located at 108 Eastman St. in Cranford. For more information call (228)276
or go tocalvarycranford.com

Calvar Lu’rheroln-]:_'++

108 Easiman Street - Cranford, New Jersey 07016
908.276.2418 www.calvarycranford.com

Qs g— Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
»; God'swork, Qur hancs,

12
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Ikl CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

~MATTRESS
FUNDRAISER

Proceeds to benefit
Jersey Battered Women's Service
and Luther Haven.

v All Sizes Available! — 2
v/ Firm, Pillow-top, Orthopedic, Latex & Gel %)%Ll{]/lpﬂ

Memory Foam Sets

v All Mattresses are BRAND NEW with Full

Factory Warranties I, ; g
v Adjustable Beds, Luxury Pillows & Mattress i 4 \/
Protectors!
v/ Name Brands like Simmons Beautyrest Adjustable Beds Pillows

v Layaway and Delivery Available
v’ Cash | Check | Credit Card

.com/CFSPhilly

n .com/customfundraisingnj/ #Beds4Calvary

B dcox@customfundraisingsolutions.com

When: Sunday, September 23
1Tam to 5pm

Where: 108 Eastman St, Cranford

For more info text GWOH to 797979
or go to calvarycranford.com
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Advocating for Faith Inclusion for People with
Developmental and Intellectual Disabllities

On Behalf of the advocates of Helping Hands, the New American Movement for People
with Disabilities, Jumpstart, and me

fil use the term 'disabled people' quite deliberately, because | subscribe to what's called the social model of c
ability, which tells us that we are more disabled by the society that we live in than by our bodies and our diag
n o s eSelladYoung (Australian comedian, journalist and disability rights activist.)

People with intellectual and developmental disabilities are advocating all over this country to be heard and n
longer let the society they live in disable them. One of the greatest desires for those with different abilities is

simply to be included. I ncluded in spaces where
They have a voice and different abilities that can contribute to any forum. Yet all to often people with differen
abilities arendét seen or truly included. I ask t

Do you see your brothers and sisters with different abilities? Are they in the choir, on the welcome team, ass
ing with coffee hour, volunteering on community projects, or actively part of praise and worship? Have the fe
low congregants formed a bond that extends outside of worship service with those that have different abilitie

Advocates from Helping Hands, a self advocacy group for people with intellectual and developmental disabil
ties, report varied experiences from houses of worship. There are some that long to find a house of worship
call home but have been jaded by visits during their search. One individual notes that they have spent much
their life being made fun or stared at due to their body or diagnosis. As such when they attended a local tem,
and were given a seat at the front they felt as though this was another time to be on display as the person wi
different abilities. They would like other houses of worship to know that no matter how nice the gesture of sit:
ting up front is it is important to give the person a choice. Choices are powerful, they give the person dignity,
and it helps them to choose what is best for them without feeling obligated to make themselves uncomfortab
in order to feel accepted.

It was also often reported that when attending houses of worship many of the interactions with the faith leade
and parishioners occurred with support staff. Advocates want faith leaders and parishioners to know that eve
they have a support staff with them please remember they are the one trying to worship and form a relations
Helping Hands member, Steven Agolia, was able to help his church to embrace him and hopes that other pe
with different abilities find acceptance. Al | ov
while for the priest to be comfortable with me but we became friends overtime. He taught me how not to pray
or sing too loudly during service and helped me a lot in confession by just talking to me. I try to go to church
| east 4 days a week because it isnodt |ike going
cepted as just another person glorifying the name of Jesus Christ. | have friends at church | greet and they a
preciate me. 0

There are other memberdés that point out that tha
their house of worship they have found friends with shared interests as well as purpose. One member notes
one of her fellow parishioners picks her up sometimes to go to fellowship events and they sit together in wor:
ship. If she is having a hard time she gives her friend a call and they use their faith to manage the hard times

14



She also has been able to volunteer to help senior citizens with meals on wheels and other initiatives at
her house of worship. She knows that they look forward to seeing her, sharing a meal, and having a con-
versation about the week. Her house of worship has even praised her for her dedication to others and be-
ing an great representative of her faith.

Advocates want you to know that houses of worship should look past just contributing to those with dif-
ferent abilities through charity work they may provide. People living with different abilities not only
share your faith but want to and can be valuable assets to your house of worship. We all have different
abilities and the odds are there is someone with different abilities that can be a valuable member at your
house of worship that is currently looking for a place to call home.

e —
If you would like ideas on how to build a more inclusive house of worship Jumpstart (a consulting
company of self advocates with different abilities) would love to lead a workshop at your house of worship.
Please contact Charlene Walker at 93%4-3040 ext 4371 or-enail cwalker@caunj.org for more

information.

6th Annual Union County
Youth Networking Conference

October 24, 2018
8:00 AM—3:00 PM

Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand St.

Elizabeth, NJ 07202 a\\
For More Information Contact ( |

Rolando Zorrilla at 908-354-3040 x4305 (") UNION COUNTY '
rzorrilla@caunj.org T We're Connected to You!

15



Belief into Action for the Earth

Executive Directdr Greenfaith

Founded in New Jersey in 1992, GreenFaith is an interfaith, interna-
tional environmental organization that is one of the oldest groups of
its kind in the world. We work with diverse faith communities, edu-

cating about the moral and religious basis for protecting the environ-

G re e n Fa I t h ment, helping these communities green their operations, and mobiliz-
_ = ing diverse faith groups for environmental advocacy and campaigns.
— = Our Core Values

Our work is based on beliefs and values shared b
that religious traditions see the sacred in nature and that people grow spiritually through a strong relationshi
with the earth. We believe that our consumption habits must help heal, restore and renew the earth. We be
lieve that all people deserve a healthy environment, regardless of their race, gender, or income. These valu
represent the foundation for our work.

Developing Leaders

Our Fellowship Program trains clergy and people of diverse faiths from around the world, with a new class
beginning each September. This yearo6s class inc
Middle East. We also work with seminaries through our Green Seminary Initiative, helping prepare a new
generation of religious leaders to protect our precious planet. With the Oxford Center for Hindu Studies, we
manage the Bhumi Project, a global Hindu environmental initiative, andsparsor the Global Muslim Cli-
mate Network.

Mobilizing and Campaigning

We regularly lead muklfaith organizing for major climate mobilizations. For example, in September 2014,

we led the organizing of faith communities for the Peoples Climate March, which brought over 400,000 peof
into the streets of New York to call for climate action. More than 15,000 people of faith took part that day in
what remains the single largest religiearsvironmental mobilization ever.

We campaign for fossil fuel divestment and increased investment in renewable energy to provide energy ac-
cess to the 1.1 billion people globally who lack modern power sources. We coordinate Living the Change, a
new global initiative that invites people of faith to live sustainably by committing to change their diets, home
energy use and transportation habithe three environmentally highdstpact areas for most people. Here in
New Jersey, we help lead Jersey Renews, an envirofafeEmfaith-community coalition pushing for ambi-

tious climate change policies that create good jobs and cleaner air, particularly for the most heavily polluted
communities.

Much has changed since our work began in 1992, with faith and spiritual communities globally more environ
mentally active than ever before. In response, we have embarked on a new chapter of our history by develo|
ing GreenFaith Circles, local formations which empower people of faith to build relationships, leadership
skills, and power for environmental stewardship and justice. A GreenFaith Organizer convenes representati
from five or more faith communities of diverse faiths and spiritualties to put their beliefs into action for the
Earth. We provide organizing training, a community of practice, and resources for the development of Circle:

We are one human family, sharing a common home. GreenFaith is proud to play a leading role in educating
inspiring, and organizing diverse faith communities for environmental action. Our members are resisting en
ronment al degradati on, generating respect for Ea
and the planet, and rising as a mdith human community. We seek to accomplish all our work in a-spirit
filled, just, compassionate and sustainable manner. We hope you will join us and get involved. 16



Let 6s Drit Vv
By: Jorge Torres.

It is our duty to help our neighbors and be welcoming to all. Supporting
expanding access to driver's licenses is about standing by our marginal-
ized brothers and sisters so they can be full participants in our commu-
nities. As faith leaders from across the state and representing many tra-
ditions, we share core values of compassion, hospitality and welcoming
the stranger in our midst. Our neighbors who are senior citizens, un-
documented, victims of violence and veterans are most vulnerable and become isolated when they can-
not drive legally. We are unwilling to simply bear witness to the unjust, unequal status that our immi-
grant neighbors face. Wi th this mor al groundin
efforts for | egislation that would grant drive
Expanded access for all qualified drivers

¢
[

Undocumented i mmigrants arendét the only qualifi
state ID in New Jersey.

Undocumented residents;

() Certain senior citizens;

Survivors of domestic violence who are unable to retrieve their documents; .
' People with who have changed their names after marriage;

Transgender people whose documents may not accurately match their gender identity; .
. Homeless individuals;

Both citizens and noncitizens who have lost essential documents and have not yet obtained rep.a-
ments because of cost or administrative delay.

Community Needs & Urgency of issue

Thousands of New Jersey families are living in fear of ICE deterRaments need to be able to drop
their children off to schools, take them t d o«
targeted by I CE. Living in New Jersey with t @
and separation from their families due to a simple traffic violation. Communities and families will
able to patrticipate fully in civic life and feel more comfortable reporting crimes to law enforceme
cause they will have a valid form ddew Jersey state identification.

September 6th, 2018, 10:30arBupporters from across New Jersey will be heading to the Trento
State House to rally in support of driverd I i
currently lack accessSpeaker s wi || urge the community mb
in support of expanding access to driveros i C¢
Undocumented and mixedstatus immigrant families live in fear of being stopped for a simple traf

violation and turned overto ICEHHowever , access to a driver 6sgl i c
while driving their kids to school, or taking their kids to doctor's appointments. Additionally, exp d
access to driverods licenses is expected to en e
boost to New Jersey6s economy through coll t i

well-being of communities by decreasing the risk of family separation.

17



Advocates
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By: Catherine Feleqi
Advocates for Children of New Jersey

Chil dren cané6ét vote. They have no politic
what they need. And yet, we see the influence of politics on their everyday lives.

Affordable child care remains an obstacle in a state where $222 a week for licensed child care, equating to
more than $11,500 annually, is the norm. Many pa
their newborn or infant at a time when their early environments matter most. And the rate of women receiving
early prenatal care has declined 8 percent since 2012, per the latest data pulNieatidersey Kids Count

2018: The State of Our Counties

Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) works with local, state and federal leaders to identify and im-
pl ement changes that wil/ benefit New Jerseyds c
effective funding and stronger services for children and families. As a stricgartisan organization, we

accept no government funding for advocacy, allowing us to focus on our sole mission i dent i fy ¢
needs through research, policy and legal analysis, to raise awareness of those needs through strategic comr
nicationsand to work with elected officials and other decismakers to enact effective responses.

This year, ACNJobd6s efforts have resulted in | egis
absenteeism rates, as well as boost school breakfast participation amengooe students. In addition,

ACNJ has supported efforts to bring about more lead poison testing to children under age 6 in the Garden
State.

How you can get involved

Join our network of advocates

Hel p speak up for children at the | ocal, state a
acnj.org You can also find us on social media by following @acnjforkids on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram.

Most recently, ACNJ is leading a statewide comprehensive advocacy agenda for our children,-biotin fare
age 3, calling on state | eaders and policymakers
tion to what infants and toddlers need to thrive: strong families, healthy starts and positive early learning envi
ronments. You can visit our website to sign up for our advocacy workshops, download the advocacy toolkit
and join the campaign.

Equip caregivers with information about children and the law
KidLaw is New Jerseyods foremost online informat.

Law Resource Center, thousands of parents, caregivers and professionals gain the information they need to
their childbs str onagecsdolearhrhope. and advocate. Visit

JUVUJUUUUUUUU
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For families facing difficulty navigating the-K2 education system, staff attorney Nina Peckman
(npeckman@acnj.o)gwho is fluent in English and Spanish, assists parents by explaining the law and helping the
advocate for their children in school. When necessary, she negotiates with school district staff and attends scho
meetings with parents. Nina also gives trainings in special education and education law to parents and professic
including school staff, psychologists, social workers, and government agency staff members.

ACNJO6s goal is to help all c¢children grow up saf e,
tributing to New Jerseybs communities, securing ol
orous advocacy, engaging activism and-fioten reports, we can make a differenoet for just one child, but for
thousands of children across New Jersey.

w

7'/~ CHILDREN OF NEW ]ERSEY/»
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Friends of N .

ff?j;;, AFirst

M the inherent dignity and humanity of

ST detained immigrants and asylum
seekers. We provide compassion and

JERSEY AND 21/ YORK A
...WE NEED /°/!/TOBEA ://2. ") |
() BEAVOLUNTEER 3 BEA PEN PAL

/" ADVOCATES &

IFYOU CAN HELP INANY WAY PLEASE CONTACT: FIRST FRIENDS
53 HACKENSACK AVENUE, 2nd FLOOR, KEARNY, NEW JERSEY

PHONE: 908.965.0455 Email: info@firstfriendsnjny.org

19


mailto:npeckman@acnj.org

ANNUAL IRA

X/ ALK-

SEPTEMBER

OAK RIDG
CLA

REGISTRATIO!
EVENT TIME: 12:0(

SEEKING SPONSORS, VOLU
CONTACT CARA (
INFORMATION AT i

THANK YOU FOR YO!

investors bank

Banking in your best interest.

v Ty :g:r:u&cd cn:);‘ u:‘o Union County .'\".

UNION COUNTY
We’re Connected to You!

Ira Geller was a CAU member who tireless
raise funds for the annual walk-a-th
adversity of fundraising with a positive ap
His devotion to fundraising and his ¢

to people with special needs lives on tt

the Annual Ira Geller Walk-a-Thon.

Questions?
Contact Cara Clair at 908-354-3040 x4376 or cclair@caunj.org
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SAVE THE DATE!
Reglster Now IslgnuperayafPlayerandRSVPbyOctObeISthat
annualdayolpra vite.o orcall908.354.3040x4371

5th Annual Day of Prayer and Reflection
Striving to Make a Beloved Community

Union County

Day of Prayer

October 9, 2018
7:00 PM - 8:.00 PM

St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church
2032 Westfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Working to facilitate the building of bonds within the interfaith community,
promoting the respect, inclusion and welcoming of others.

Sponsored by: Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council and Community Access Unlimited
21



