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About the Union County
| nterfaith Coordinating Council

Our Mission

UNION COUNTY INTERFATH  The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
COORDINATING COUNCIL interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
Steering Committee Members  interfaith community.

Pastor £, Crawford® Char We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardle’s
Rahway of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.
Deacon Tim Williams-Vice Chair
First Baptist Church
Kenilworth Our Goals . . . . .
1 To grow the network of faithhased organizations in Union County.

Sidney Blanchard
Executive Director of CAU l

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
Temple Sholom
Scotch Plains q

Ayaz Aslam
Muslim Community Center of UC
Elizabeth

Pastor H. Bryant
Townley Presbyterian Church
Union q

Pat Inlarp

To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Islamic, and other faiths.
To be engaged in:

1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the

general Union County population.
2. The advancement &ocial Justice
3. The intentionalnclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.

To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.

Dhammakaya Meditations Ctr Our Objectives

of Fanwood q

Erich Han William Kussman, Jr
Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Springfield q
Pastor Mertz
First United Methodist Church
Westfield 1

Michelle Mabley
Director of Youth Service
Residential

Pastor Carmine Pernini
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rahway 1

Fr Michael Saporito
The Parish Community of St. Helen
Westfield
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Roderick Spearman
CAU Consultant

El der Arthur ASki pol
Cranford Presbyterian Church
Cranford

1

Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building of
bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.

Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in sedip.

Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community

Develop interfaith solidarity.
Become active with increased publicity.
Build religious membership.
Build support to fundraising events with paid participants.
Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members.

wrravidereducational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and
other services, to congregation members.
Assist individuals within the congregation to obtain services; for
example, people with disabilities, youth, people with physical
disabilities, or senior citizens.



MESSage

Jerome S. Bruner, was an influential psychologist born in New York City to Polish Jewish
immigrants. He was born blind and after having his sight restored through surgery, spent
the rest of his life trying to understand how the human mind perceives the world.

Bruner said, OEducation must be not only a transmission
alternative views of the world and a strengtHerempasr of t he
we prepare to send our families and young congregants into a diaspora of educational

institutions and settings, we must do so embracing the cornucopia of culture around us

with a willingness to explore and challenge them.

Psychologists have concluded that a persond6s culture and
effect on how they see the world and how they process information. Studies around
culture and education have produced numerous theories, with three that stand out:

1. The cultural deficit theory which proposes that deficiencies in the home
result in a shortcoming of skill, knowledge, and behavior which
contribute to less than acceptable academic performance.

2. The expectation theory which proposes that educators will lower their
expectations for students of some racial, ethnic, and cultural
backgrounds causing a student to perform at that low level expectancy.

3. The cultural difference theory which proposes that students who are
raised in different cultural settings may approach education and
learn in different ways.

Thus, it is imperative that we, as faith leaders, encourage educators to take the myriad

of minds among them and stimulate learning in a way that benefits and validates every
person, from every culture and every socio -economic background. That we support
students and their families by supplementing any deficiencies in the home, by

challenging them to rise to the highest of heights and by giving them access to

alternative ways of learning.

God has not disabled any of us, God has differently -abled each of us. God has uniquely
crafted every mind among us to learn and to grow - and some will do so in

unconventional ways. As pillars of our communities and authorities of our culture, let us

avail ourselves and prepare ourselves to be intercessors between the educational

institutions and our communities. Let us challenge ourselves to be and become
advocates, interpreters, griots, tutors, prophetic voices, counselors and mentors.

Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford
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Editorial

Education and Culture: Making the Connection

Professor Terry Benjamin
Adjunct Professor Essex County College and Union County College

Education is basically defined as providing information for mental and moral
development. Culture is defined as a refinement of intellectualism and artistic
taste designed to uplift civilization. In other words, to produce people who
have values and morals and who appreciate scholarship and art.
Unfortunately, when we look at our current state of public education, nothing
like that seems to be going on. Instead we see our young people going
through the motions of students but who have no intellectual curiosity or
creative interest.

The only way to stop this slide into further illiteracy and academic laziness is

to strengthen the connection between education and culture in more exciting

and accessible ways. We have to encourage students to have a greater stake

in education and culture and show them ways it can make them better citizens

of the world. - And this should not be difficult because in this Information Age

where what they dondt know can hurt them, especgi
this economic downturn. They need to bring real world class skills to the

marketplace, understanding diverse cultures based on true knowledge of the

world.

The real deal is this: after high school, their education is in their hands; no one
is forcing them to go to school, they can drop out in the ninth grade, if that is

their desire.
Thomas Jefferson once wrote: AEverybody shoul d|h
proportional to their |ife.Oo

Their educational and cultural development is in their hands, where is where it
should be. But to truly achieve, their educational goals must be more focused
and their cultural awareness more expansive.

This will mean developing a Master Plan for the future that will mean

embracing the Aentrepreneurial spirit,o apprecgi
of an entrepreneur according to Jessica Dilullo Herrin in her book Find Your

Extraordinary: Dream Bigger, Live Happier, and Achieve Success on Your Own

Terms (Crown Business: New York, 2016). These traits include being curious,

being optimistic, being driven , disciplined, imaginative, freethinking,

adaptable, resilient, and resourceful.

Making the connection between education and culture means creating a life
worth living and leaving a legacy of progress for future generations.



Member Spotlight

Denise Fernandes
President, La Via al Exito

Denise Fernandes, a native of Portugal, currently resides in
Woodbridge, NJ and is the President of La Via al Exito, an
organization devoted to supporting education and the empowerment
of today's youth, women and underserved communities. She
previously worked for Tommy Hilfiger, where she was involved in
community service and was a board member for the

Tommy Hilfiger Foundation.

In 2008, she decided to |
where her skills were put to test and she began worki
with the Latino community and continues to do so eac
day. She is now a member of Organizing for Action
(AOFAO0), where her rol es
Bilingual Fellows recruitment and mentoring, Latino
Outreach and Fulfilling the Promise. Denise also serve
a board member and trustee for the Affordable Housin
Authority of Woodbridge.

Since March of this year, Denise has attended monthl

Steering Committee meetings, representing La Via al = -j

Exito. As a participant, Denise believes she brings

awareness and a perspective on the Immigrant and Latino community as a whole and
works together with all members of the Interfaith. Denise believes that her ability to
speak five languages enables her to perform outreach to different communities unable
to communicate in English.

Denise is grateful to the Interfaith for the opportunity it has given her and La Via al
Exito for try making a difference in Union County in areas such as educating young
people in their pursuit to go to college, women's issues and addressing the needs of
underserved communities.

Denise looks forward to a continuing collaboration between La Via al Exito and the
Interfaith.



UCICCH 0STS THE EVENT , OIBING BRIDGES : THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM & AT SAINT ISABEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN ELIZABETH ON AUGUST 18TH.



UCICC P ARTICIPATES  IN
UNION COUNTY PEACE
COUNCIL & ANNUAL PEACE ARTS
& W ORLD ERIENDSHIP—FAIR

MR. DARREN 0 :;.-,__\ A

AT AFET CEH/ENT ON AUGUST 18 TH.
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Attention Interfaith Community:

Offering an opportunity to participate in a communi
event and demonstrate yeur

m Faithdn Action!?”

pRITY)

UNIvppgiTy

e © )

The Ira Geller Walk -a-thon is event that raises money in support of the

~services and programs that Community Access Unlimited provides to 3 :
r : — adults & youth with special needs! ;

Join the UCICC Interfaith team as we support the IRA Geller \&@alkon and its worthy cause.
Have fun helping us with our game table, while taking an opportunity to meet and greet memb
of the community! The event will be held on September 17th from3R.At Oak Ridge Park in
Clark, NJ. Volunteer for an hour or two, or whatever time you are able to give!

Interested? Call us at 908354-3040 x4324 or email us at UCInterfaith@caunj.org.
Webdbd |l ove to see Yyolu

Candt make it, but would I|Iike to support t
Donate at: https://www.crowdrise.com/ucicesupports-peoplewith -speciatneedsa-faith -in-action-project



ANNUAL IRA GELLER-
WALK:a-THON

Community Access Unlimited

SAVE THE DATE"*

September 17th, 2016
Oak Ridge Park
Clark, NJ

Ira Geller was a CAU member who tirelessly worked to raise funds for the annual walk-a-thon,
always facing the adversity of fundraising with a positive approach. His devotion to fundraising
and his commitment to people with special needs lives on through the
Annual Ira Geller Walk-a-Thon.

FUNDRAISING OPPROTUNITIES!
Start fundraising now by joining an existing team or individually on our CrowdRise Event Page!
Go to www.crowdrise.com/2016IlraGellerWalkathon to get started!

Sponsorships Are Available!
For more information contact Alyssa Mistretta, Fundraising Coordinator 908.354.3040 x205

or at amistretta@caunj.org




RegisterNow! Sign up for Day of Prayer by going to ww
or phoning 908354-3040 x4324.

Day of Prayer and Reflection:
Honoring People of All Faith
Communities

Day of Prayer

October 5, 2016
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

The Parish Community of St. Helen
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ

Working to facilitate the building of bonds within the interfaith community,
promoting the respect, inclusion and welcoming of others.
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