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WHICH YOU CAN USE TO CHANGE THE WORLD”.   
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UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  

COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Steering Committee Members 

 

About the Union County 

Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 

interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 

interfaith community. 

 

We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  

of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 

 
 

Our Goals 
 To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 

 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 

Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 

Islamic, and other faiths. 

 To be engaged in: 

1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the  

general Union County population. 

2. The advancement of Social Justice. 

3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 

race. 

 To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 
 

Our Objectives 
 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building of 

bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 

congregations. 

 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 

involvement, action and education in self-help. 

 Build working relationships between Union County religious 

organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 

opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 

staff. 
 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
 Develop interfaith solidarity. 

 Become active with increased publicity. 

 Build religious membership. 

 Build support to fundraising events with paid participants. 

 Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 

members. 

 Provide educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and 

other services, to congregation members. 

 Assist individuals within the congregation to obtain services; for 

example, people with disabilities, youth, people with physical 

disabilities, or senior citizens. 

Pastor E. Crawford—Chair 

Ebenezer AME  

Rahway 

Deacon Tim Williams-Vice Chair 

First Baptist Church 

Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 

Executive Director of CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 

Temple Sholom 

Scotch Plains 
 

Ayaz Aslam 

Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 

Townley Presbyterian Church 

Union 

Pat  Inlarp 

Dhammakaya Meditations Ctr  

of  Fanwood 
 

Erich Han William Kussman, Jr 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Springfield 

Pastor Mertz 

First United Methodist  Church 

Westfield 

Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  

Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Fr Michael Saporito 

The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

 

Roderick Spearman 

CAU Consultant 

Elder Arthur “Skip” Winter 

Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 
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from the chairperson 

Jerome S. Bruner, was an influential psychologist born in New York City to Polish Jewish 

immigrants.  He was born blind and after having his sight restored through surgery, spent 

the rest of his life trying to understand how the human mind perceives the world. 

  

Bruner said, “Education must be not only a transmission of culture, but also a provider of 

alternative views of the world and a strengthener of the will to explore them.”  Hence, as 

we prepare to send our families and young congregants into a diaspora of educational 

institutions and settings, we must do so embracing the cornucopia of culture around us 

with a willingness to explore and challenge them.  

  

Psychologists have concluded that a person’s culture and upbringing have a profound 

effect on how they see the world and how they process information.  Studies around 

culture and education have produced numerous theories, with three that stand out: 

 

1. The cultural deficit theory which proposes that deficiencies in the home 

result in a shortcoming of skill, knowledge, and behavior which 

contribute to less than acceptable academic performance. 

2. The expectation theory which proposes that educators will lower their 

expectations for students of some racial, ethnic, and cultural 

backgrounds causing a student to perform at that low level expectancy. 

3. The cultural difference theory which proposes that students who are 

raised in different cultural settings may approach education and 

learn in different ways. 

  

 

Thus, it is imperative that we, as faith leaders, encourage educators to take the myriad 

of minds among them and stimulate learning in a way that benefits and validates every 

person, from every culture and every socio-economic background. That we support 

students and their families by supplementing any deficiencies in the home, by 

challenging them to rise to the highest of heights and by giving them access to 

alternative ways of learning. 

  

God has not disabled any of us, God has differently-abled each of us.  God has uniquely 

crafted every mind among us to learn and to grow - and some will do so in 

unconventional ways. As pillars of our communities and authorities of our culture, let us 

avail ourselves and prepare ourselves to be intercessors between the educational 

institutions and our communities.   Let us challenge ourselves to  be and become 

advocates, interpreters, griots, tutors, prophetic voices, counselors and mentors.   

  
 
Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford 

 

 message 
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Editorial 

Education and Culture: Making the Connection 

Professor Terry Benjamin 

 Adjunct Professor Essex County College and Union County College 

 

Education is basically defined as providing information for mental and moral 
development. Culture is defined as a refinement of intellectualism and artistic 

taste designed to uplift civilization.  In other words, to produce people who 
have values and morals and who appreciate scholarship and art.                    

Unfortunately, when we look at our current state of public education, nothing 

like that seems to be going on.  Instead we see our young people going 
through the motions of students but who have no intellectual curiosity or   

creative interest. 
 

The only way to stop this slide into further illiteracy and academic laziness is 
to strengthen the connection between education and culture in more exciting 

and accessible ways. We have to encourage students to have a greater stake 
in education and culture and show them ways it can make them better citizens 

of the world.  -And this should not be difficult because in this Information Age 
where what they don’t know can hurt them, especially if they plan to thrive in 

this economic downturn. They need to bring real world class skills to the   
marketplace, understanding diverse cultures based on  true knowledge of the 

world. 
 

The real deal is this: after high school, their education is in their hands; no one 

is forcing them to go to  school, they can drop out in the ninth grade, if that is 
their desire. 

 
Thomas Jefferson once wrote: “Everybody should have an education           

proportional to their life.” 
 

Their educational and cultural development is in their hands, where is where it 
should be.  But to truly achieve, their educational goals must be more focused 

and their cultural awareness more expansive. 
 

This will mean developing a Master Plan for the future that will mean          
embracing the “entrepreneurial spirit,”  appreciating and cultivating the traits 

of an entrepreneur according to Jessica Dilullo Herrin in her book Find Your 
Extraordinary: Dream Bigger, Live Happier, and Achieve Success on Your Own 

Terms (Crown Business: New York, 2016).  These traits include being curious, 

being optimistic, being driven , disciplined, imaginative, freethinking,      
adaptable, resilient, and resourceful. 

 
Making the connection between education and culture means creating a life 

worth living and leaving a legacy of progress for future generations. 
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Member Spotlight 

Denise Fernandes 

President, La Via al Exito 

In 2008, she decided to join Obama for America (“OFA”), 

where her skills were put to test and she began working 

with the Latino community and continues to do so each 

day.  She is now a member of Organizing for  Action 

(“OFA”), where her roles include: Immigration State Lead,  

Bilingual Fellows recruitment and  mentoring, Latino  

Outreach and Fulfilling the Promise. Denise also serves as 

a board member and trustee for the Affordable Housing 

Authority of Woodbridge. 

 

Since March of this year, Denise has attended monthly 

Steering Committee meetings, representing La Vía al 

Exito.  As a participant, Denise believes she brings   

awareness and a perspective on the Immigrant and    Latino   community as a whole and 

works together with all members of the Interfaith.  Denise believes that her ability to 

speak five languages enables her to perform outreach to  different communities unable 

to communicate in English. 

 

Denise is grateful to the Interfaith for the opportunity it has given her and La Via al 

Exito for try making a difference in Union County in areas such as educating young 

people in their pursuit to go to college, women's issues and addressing the needs of   

underserved communities. 

 

Denise looks forward to a continuing collaboration between La Via al Exito and the   

Interfaith. 

Denise Fernandes, a native of Portugal, currently resides in       

Woodbridge, NJ and is the President of La Vía al Exito, an             

organization devoted to supporting education and the empowerment 

of today's youth, women and underserved communities.  She        

previously worked for Tommy Hilfiger, where she was involved in 

community service and was a board member for the 

Tommy Hilfiger Foundation. 
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UCICC HOSTS THE EVENT, “BUILDING BRIDGES: THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM”, AT SAINT ISABEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN ELIZABETH ON AUGUST 18TH. 

FAITH IN 

ACTION! 
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Email your photos and a summary caption to 

UCInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of each month. 

UCICC PARTICIPATES IN          

UNION COUNTY PEACE           

COUNCIL’S  ANNUAL PEACE ARTS 

& WORLD FRIENDSHIP FAIR 

 MR. DARREN “BLOCKWRYTER” MILLER GIEVES A ROUSING 

TESTIMONIAL AT UCICC’S EVENT ON AUGUST 18TH. 

Is your House of Faith: 
 Advocating for Peace, Acceptance, Communication?  Sharing your Faith? 

 Supporting Social Initiatives? 
Share it with the Interfaith Community! 
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‘Faith In Action’ Opportunity!  
 

Attention Interfaith Community: 
 

Offering an opportunity to participate in a community Offering an opportunity to participate in a community Offering an opportunity to participate in a community 

event and demonstrate yourevent and demonstrate yourevent and demonstrate your---   

 
 

Join the UCICC Interfaith team as we support the IRA Geller Walk-a-Thon and its worthy cause.  

Have fun helping us with our game table, while taking an opportunity to meet and greet members 

of the community!  The event  will be held on September 17th from 11A-3P at Oak Ridge Park in 

Clark, NJ.  Volunteer for an hour or two, or whatever time you are able to give! 
 

Interested? Call us at 908-354-3040 x4324 or email us at UCInterfaith@caunj.org.   

We’d love to see you!We’d love to see you!  
  

Can’t make it, but would like to support the effort? Can’t make it, but would like to support the effort?   

  Donate at:  https://www.crowdrise.com/uciccDonate at:  https://www.crowdrise.com/ucicc--supportssupports--peoplepeople--withwith--specialspecial--needsneeds--aa--faithfaith--inin--actionaction--projectproject  

Faith In Action!!Faith In Action!!  

The Ira Geller Walk-a-thon is event that raises money in support of the 

services and programs that Community Access Unlimited provides to 

adults & youth with special needs!  
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Sponsored by  
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council 

Register Now!  Register Now!  Sign up for Day of  Prayer by going to www.caunj.org and clicking ‘Upcoming Events’  

or phoning 908-354-3040 x4324.  

Day of Prayer and Reflection:  

Honoring People of All Faith  
Communities 

Working to facilitate the building of bonds within the interfaith community, 

promoting the respect, inclusion and welcoming of others. 

Union County Union County 

Day of PrayerDay of Prayer  
October 5, 2016   October 5, 2016     

6:30 PM 6:30 PM --  8:00 PM8:00 PM  
  

The Parish Community of St. HelenThe Parish Community of St. Helen  

1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ 
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  Union County Union County 

Day of PrayerDay of Prayer  
Scheduled Participants:Scheduled Participants: 

 

Students of the Muslim Community Center of Union  
County,  Nawaz Sheikh, Group Leader 
Muslim Community Center of Union County, Elizabeth 
 

Fred Golz, Musical Director 
The Parish Community of St. Helen, Westfield 
 

Father Michael Saporito 
The Parish Community of St. Helen, Westfield 
 

Sidney Blanchard, Executive Director 
Community Access Unlimited, Elizabeth 
 

Reverend Dr. Erika Crawford, Chair, UCICC 
Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rahway 
 

Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney 
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, Scotch Plains 
 

Pastor Nicolas Jose 

Ephesus 7th-Day Adventist Worship Center, Rahway 
 

Imam Nizam Ahmad Raouf Zaman 
Muslim Center of Middlesex County, Piscataway 
 

Pastor Erin Hayes 
First Presbyterian Church, Rahway 
 

Reverend David Mertz   
First United Methodist Church, Westfield 
 

Dr. Mohammad Ali Chaudry 
Islamic Society of Basking Ridge 
 

Pastor David Knecht 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Springfield 
 

Imam Said El Kasabi 
Islamic Center of Union County, Union 
 

Fanwood/Scotch Plains Community Choir 

Cantor Matthew Axelrod, Music Director 
 

Reverend Ramon Collazzo 
Santa Isabel Lutheran Church, Elizabeth 
 

The Choir of St. Helen, Westfield 
Fred Golz, Musical Director 
 

Reverend David Mertz   
First United Methodist Church, Westfield 
 

 Rabbi Joel Abraham 
Temple Sholom, Scotch Plains 
 

Pastor Howard Bryant 
Townley Presbyterian Church, Union 
 

Kayla Richardson 
Student, Institute of Music for Children 
 
Father Frank Fano 
The Parish Community of St. Helen, Westfield 

Why Host a Countywide Day of Prayer and Reflection?Why Host a Countywide Day of Prayer and Reflection?  
  

There are many occasions for division in our communities today.  Just as there are many 

causes of division, there are just as many responses to division for the cause of unity.  For 

many, divisive rhetoric, intentions, and laws must be met with action in the form of public 

demonstrations, lobbying/advocacy, and get out the vote campaigns.   The Union County        

Interfaith Coordinating Council has lead and participated in all such activities.  Still, in       

contemporary American society, these actions change laws and elected officials, but they hold 

little sway over hearts.  Generally speaking, it is a common perception that the rights that are 

exercised by one group are taken from another - think gun restriction laws, police              

accountability legislation, and laws related to refugees and immigrants.  This type of          

zero-sum-gain thinking, where rights from one group are perceived to be taken from another, 

leaves the answer to our present challenge of a divided society with equally divided hearts 

beyond the boundaries of the current field of play of advocacy and public demonstrations.   

 The fault line of such divisions is no less apparent among our religious communities.  

Such that it is, despite divisions among religious traditions, there are commonalities.  Prayer is 

one such commonality.  The old saying goes, “To know the heart of a person, listen to the 

prayers on their lips.”  Granted, sometimes it is said that actions speak louder than words, but 

such a statement presumes that we all do what we want to do all of the time.  If that were the 

case, one of the other categories of commonality between some religious traditions, that is 

Sin, would always be intentional.  However, even if you are optimistic about the power of the 

human will, it must be conceded that our intentions do not always correlate to our actions and 

vice versa.  The category of Sin exists because there is dissonance between our actions and 

intentions, and more importantly, God's intentions and our hearts.  But, on the other hand, our 

prayers often reflect the world not as it is, but what it could be, perhaps even what God wants 

it to be.  Do you ever wonder what might happen if people from all religious traditions prayed 

for peace?  What might happen if people from all religious traditions prayed for the ability to 

forgive one another?  What, I wonder, might happen if people from all religious traditions 

prayed for a more just society?   

 Would you be surprised if I told you they already do?  Either weekly or daily, Jews, 

Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs pray for these things all the time.  But, 

unless you were to overhear one of these prayers how would you know?   

 You might say that such prayers are ineffective because of all the violence and    

division in our society.  Fair enough.  But, ponder the wisdom of 19th century Danish       

philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, who said, “The function of prayer is not to influence God, 

but rather to change the heart of the one who prays.” You have to wonder, what if you heard 

someone from another religious tradition pray for peace for you?  What if you heard someone 

from another religious tradition pray for mercy for you?  What if you heard someone from 

another religious tradition pray for justice for you?  Granted, such a prayer will not necessarily 

change a law or affect a national or local election, but might such a prayer change your heart?  

What might it be like to hear the heartfelt prayerful intentions of faithful Jews, Christians, 

Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and Sikhs?  Sometimes our intentions are best expressed in our 

prayers, songs, and reflections on Sacred Scriptures.  What might our community be like if we 

were to listen to each other’s prayers for peace, mercy, and justice?  Might our hearts be 

changed?  Would we simply have greater empathy for one another after having listened to 

each other’s prayers for a more peaceful, merciful, and just society, a society which, despite 

our action or inaction, always seems to be just beyond our grasp but perhaps not beyond the 

prayerful aspirations of our heart? And, maybe with changed hearts and greater empathy, 

might our community be more peaceful, merciful, and just?  That, my friend, is the Union 

County Interfaith Coordinating Council’s intention, or prayer if you will, for the Union 

County Day of Prayer. 

 The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council cordially invites you to come and 

listen to the prayers, songs, and meditations of Jews, Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, 

and Sikhs at the Union County Day of Prayer, a “Day of Prayer and Reflection: Honoring 

People of All Faith Communities” on October 5, 2016 from 6:30pm-8pm at the Parish    

Community of St. Helen, 1600 Rahway Ave., Westfield, NJ.  -Reverend Carmine Pernini 
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Pledge to Stand Up for the Other 
 

Background: 

Racial bigotry, religious persecution, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia or any other form of    

hatred cannot be wiped out unless each and every one of us confronts it within ourselves, 

our own circles of family, friends and others that we interact with. Silence is seen as        

consent. It takes courage to stand up for the other. It is important to prevent bigoted speech 

coming from public officials, but it is even more critical to focus on our own individual    

responsibility to prevent bigotry we may see around us. By taking this pledge, each one us 

can make a profound difference in the world. 

 

Take The Pledge! 

 

 

 

  

While interacting with members of my own faith or ethnic      

community, or with others, if I hear hateful comments from     

anyone about members of any other community, I pledge to stand 

up for the other and challenge bigotry in any form. 
 

Optional: Name: ____________________      Email: _______________________ 

You may sign the pledge online on at www.standupfortheother.org or mail to. Dr. M. Ali Chaudry P.O. Box 124 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

Comments: Please share your thoughts on this initiative and any other ideas for fighting bigotry and hatred. You may 

email me your comments at machaudry@gmail.com.  Follow us on Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/

standupfortheother and upload a video of your pledge with comments. 

http://www.standupfortheother.org
mailto:machaudry@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/standupfortheother
http://www.facebook.com/standupfortheother


 

 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 14 

14 



 

 15 

 

Education: A Perspective: 
 

 “If  you think education is expensive, try ignorance” 
 
 That’s why at Pillar College we are recognized as one of the more reasonable                
institutions to attend. “We are not in the business of education for the money, but 
without the money, we are not in it” 
 
 We cater to all segments of the community, however, our client base is adult age with 
some college background. This helps to accelerate the time spent in the program. We 
have classes 1 night per week for 5 weeks and then pursue the next  class. Pillar offers 
the cohort style, where you and a buddy may start together and stay together until 
graduation. 
 
Education is best appreciated when there is an interest. An interest that allows for 
growth through the imparting of knowledge from one with  wisdom and is dedicated to 
the principles of education, not just teaching. 
 
An editorial by, 
Ralph T. Grant, Jr., MBA, Ph.D. 
Vice President/Operations/Public Affairs 
Pillar College 
Newark, New Jersey 

2016 Men’s Ministry Conference 2016 Men’s Ministry Conference 2016 Men’s Ministry Conference    
FundaMENtals: Empowering and strengthening men for God’s Kingdom and their communities. 

Presented By: Spearman Consultant Service and Deacon Tim Williams 

Saturday November 19th, 2016  •   7:30 am to 4pm 

First Baptist Church of Kenilworth  •  225 8th Street  •  Kenilworth, NJ 
 

Cost: $40 per person 

Continental breakfast and lunch included 

Workshop Presenters:  

 

 Dr. Norman Miles 
  Senior Pastor Trinity Temple SDA Church, Newark 

Pastor Nathanael Bullock 
  Senior Pastor First Baptist Church of Kenilworth, Kenilworth 

Dr. Pastor George E Thornton 
  Dean of Students Affairs, Harcum College, PA 

For additional information or to reserve a seat, contact:  

Rod Spearman: rodspearman05@yahoo.com, 908-377-0143 or  

Tim Williams:    twilliams6088@gmail.com,   732-535-4142 

“The just man walketh in his 
integrity: his children are 
blessed after him.”   
                Proverbs: 20:7 
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Abdul Sattar Edhi was a prominent Pakistani philanthropist, social activist, 
ascetic and humanitarian. He was the founder and head of the Edhi     
Foundation in Pakistan and ran the organization for the better part of six        

decades. He was known as Angel of Mercy and was considered Pakistan's "most respected" and legendary figure. In 2013,   
The Huffington Post said that he might be "the world's greatest living humanitarian”. 
 

The true manifestation of your life’s work only reveals itself after you are long gone. Only the foundation, the structure remains 
and through them, you can resurrect the lives you touched and the shattered souls you healed. Such is the story of Abdul Sattar 
Edhi whose legacy of love and devotion fed an entire nation of the weak, impoverished, and vulnerable. Edhi made a lasting  
impact on a nation despite his humble background. He adopted a simple ascetic lifestyle, and worked tirelessly to help those 
who needed it most. He is a true testament of not letting your background define your contribution to the world. 
 

Abul Sattar Edhi was born in the late 1920’s in Gujarat, India. No stranger to hardship and personal loss himself, when he was 
eleven his mother suffered a stroke and became paralyzed. She later died when Edhi was 19. After the formation of Pakistan 
because of the partition of India, he later migrated with his family to Karachi, Pakistan. He worked as a peddler, selling goods 
from a cart, but the compulsion to help people nagged at him until with the help of his community he set up a free clinic run solely 
on charitable donations. He worked tirelessly to aid others, and enlisted the help of medical students to volunteer at his free 
clinic. He often begged on the streets to help cover expenses for the ailing or sick. It was through his sheer persistence and   
relentless determination that he was able to purchase a humble eight-by-eight room which would later catapult into the Edhi 
foundation. 
 

The Edhi foundation although humble in its beginnings has 
transformed itself into a major player in the social humanitarian 
arena. Boasting 1,500 ambulances, which is the world’s largest 
ambulance service. The Edhi foundation has exponentially 
grown in both services and size offering 330 welfare centers 
throughout Pakistan. The scope of humanitarian relief that the 
Edhi foundation provides includes free nursing homes,        
orphanages, clinics, women’s shelters, rehab centres, and 
soup kitchens. The Edhi foundation has run operations in    
Africa, Middle East, Eastern Europe, and even provided aid 
during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
 

His work was well recognized. He was the recipient of the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for Public Service, the Lenin Peace 
Prize, the Balzan Prize, and was recommended for the Nobel 
Peace Prize as well. He was known as the Mother Teresa of 
Pakistan for his charity work. He rescued over 20,000   
abandoned infants, rehabilitated 50,000 orphans, and trained 
over 40,000 nurses. His spirit was giving and generous and it 
remained so until the end. Diagnosed with kidney failure, his 
last working organs were his corneas, which he donated. 
 

Abdul Sattar Edhi leaves behind massive shoes to fill. We are 
all as humans charged with a civic duty to treat our fellow 
humans with respect and dignity no matter their religion, 
creed, orientation or background. It is important to           
remember that what defines us all in the end is our humanity. 
 

Article written by Anam Khan 
American Muslims for Hunger Relief (AMFHR.com) 
Feed the Hunger and Spread the Peace 

A Faith in Action StoryA Faith in Action Story… 
 

“We are all as humans 
charged with a civic duty 
to treat our fellow humans 
with respect and dignity 
no matter their religion, 
creed, orientation or   
background.” 
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SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!  

4th Annual Union County Youth Networking Conference4th Annual Union County Youth Networking Conference  

October 26, 2016October 26, 2016  
Stay tuned for more details!Stay tuned for more details!  
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Sponsored by  
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council 
 and Community Access Unlimited 

JOIN OUR TEAM!JOIN OUR TEAM!  
 

Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big 
heart! Due to our continuing expansion, there are a  
number of full time and part time openings for those  
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at 
risk who are on the road to independence.  
 
For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers  
available house on the weekends and overnights!   
Minimum requirements are: 
 

 Valid driver’s license 

 Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose 

 Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degree 

 
Experience working with individuals with developmental  
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course  
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also  
required when providing support to our members.  
                   
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer  
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive sala-
ries and a comprehensive benefits package to full time em-
ployees! 
 
Please take the time to visit our agency website 
www.caunj.org for more  information and current  
openings.  Community Access Unlimited is an Equal  
Opportunity Employer. 

CAU Hosts a weekly Open House 
Mondays from 4 PM -6 PM 

 
The Cafeteria at 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202 

Don’t forget your resume and  
come prepared to fill out an application 

 
To make an appointment, please call an HR representative at 
(908) 354-3040 ext 203. If you are unable to attend the open 

house, please fax resume to (908) 354-0283 or email to 
rwright@caunj.org. 

http://www.caunj.org
mailto:recruit@caunj.org
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Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events   

Save the Date !  

 

17-Sep-16 11A - 3P 
Ira Geller Walk-a-thon -                 
Interfaith Participation! 

 

Oak Ridge Park 
Clark, NJ 

  

  

5-Oct-16 6:30P - 8P Day of Prayer 

  

Parish Community of St. Helen 
1600 Rahway Avenue 

Westfield, NJ 

  

17-Nov-16 6P - 9P 

Hospitality Dinner -                         
Giving Thanks for        

Diversity 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
639 Mountain Avenue 

Springfield, NJ 
 

Stay tuned for updates as we plan events for Stay tuned for updates as we plan events for Stay tuned for updates as we plan events for 

the upcoming 2017 season!the upcoming 2017 season!the upcoming 2017 season!   
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UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team 

Advertise in the UCICC Newsletter! 

Have an exciting event or program happening?  
 

Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in  

Union County by advertising in this newsletter! 
 

Please send all ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org  

by the 15th of every month to save a space! 

Join & Be Active 

Today! 
 

 Attend monthly meetings. 

 Invite other community 

leaders to attend our 

meetings and events. 

 Support or host fundraising 

programs to support the 

Record Expungement Grant 

Program. 

 Sign up for our mailing list. 

 Share useful information 

about your organization. 

 

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil 

Roderick (Rod) Spearman 

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

rspearman@caunj.org 

Sidney Blanchard,  

Executive Director  

Community Access Unlimited 

sblanchard@caunj.org 

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,  

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

hbryant@caunj.org 

Pastor Carmine Pernini  

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

cpernini@caunj.org 

Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council c/o Community Access Unlimited 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202           
Phone: (908) 354-3040  x4324   •    Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org 

AH ‘Skip’ Winter 

UCICC Steering  

Committee Member 

Michelle Mobley 

CAU Director of Youth 

Service Residential 

mmobley@caunj.org 

UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team 

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil 

Join & Be Active 

Today! 
 

 Attend monthly meetings. 

 Invite other community 

leaders to attend our 

meetings and events. 

 Support or host fundraising 

programs to support the 

Record Expungement Grant 

Program. 

 Sign up for our mailing list. 

 Share useful information 

about your organization. 

 

Roderick (Rod) Spearman 

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

rspearman@caunj.org 

Sidney Blanchard,  

Executive Director  

Community Access Unlimited 

sblanchard@caunj.org 

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,  

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

hbryant@caunj.org 

Pastor Carmine Pernini  

UCICC Interfaith Coordinator 

cpernini@caunj.org 

 

Cynthia Manno 
UCICC Administrative Assistant 

cmanno@caunj.org 
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Community Access Unlimited’s Mission:  To provide community access through effective and  
comprehensive support services for people with disabilities and at-risk youth, giving them the opportunity 
to live independently and to lead normal and productive lives in the community. 

UCICC & STEERING COMMITTEE 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

UCICC Steering Committee 
September 1, 2016 at 10:00am 

80 W Grand St 
Elizabeth NJ  07202 

Full UCICC Meeting 
Event: Ira Geller Walk-a-thon Teambuilding Event 

September 17, 2016  at 11:00 AM 
Oak Ridge Park 

136 Oak Ridge Road, Clark NJ 07066 

  UCICC Steering Committee 
October 6, 2016 at 10:00am 

80 W Grand St 
Elizabeth NJ  07202 

Full UCICC Meeting 
Event: Day of Prayer & Reflection 

October 5, 2016  at 6:30 PM 
Parish Community of St, Helen 

1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 

  UCICC Steering Committee 
November 3, 2016 at 10:00am 

80 W Grand St 
Elizabeth NJ  07202 

Full UCICC Invitation 
Event: Hospitality Dinner: Giving Thanks for Diversity 

November 17, 2016  at 6:30 PM 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

639 Mountain Avenue, Springfield NJ  07081 

Rod Spearman 
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council   
c/o Community Access Unlimited 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202           
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324   
Email: rspearman@caunj.org  or  UCInterfaith@caunj.org 

 


