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Liberty without
Learning is always in
peril and Learning
without Liberty is

always in vain.

John F Kennedy

£
-

Most people do not really want freedom, because
freedom involves responsibility, and most people
are frightened of responsibility
JOU ARE FREE TO CHOOSE,
BUT YOU ARE NOT FREE

" FROM THE CONSEQUENCE ﬁ?
*YOUR CHOICE.

A UNIVERSAL PARADOX
The Analysis and Separabilityef FreedfiilFand Moral Responsibility

Free Will _ | Moral Responsibility|

| Freedom | | Will | | Responsibility | | Morality ‘
\
Freedom | Indeterminism | | Determination | ‘ Default Responsibility | |Pumshmem |
\
SN Alterative Adequate Could Have

- - - Retributi C tiali
Possibilities Determinism Done Otherwise | etributivism | | onsequentia |sm|

Frankfurt Cases - Principle of Alternate Possibilities Rttt

Leeway Incompatibilism (Alternative Sequences)

Restitution

UCICC FULL EVENT :

Outdoor Interfaith Service and Time of Fellowship

July 20th ~ 6:30® 7:30P
See page 7
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About the Union County -
| nterfaith Coordinating Council

Our Mission

The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
interfaith community.

We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardles
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

Our Goals
1 To grow the network of faithhased organizations in Union County.
1 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith

Coordinating Council, including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewishj

Islamic, and other faiths.

1 To be engaged in:

1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the

general Union County population.
2. The advancement &ocial Justice
3. The intentionalnclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.

1 To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.

Our Objectives

1 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.

1 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in sedip.

1 Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community

1 Develop interfaith solidarity.

1 Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
with the group.

1 Build religious membership.

1 Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
Reqple,with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.

1 Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.




message

rom the Chairperson Emeritus

Freedom |I s Not Fr e

These are the words engraved on the wall of the Korean War Veterans
Me mor i al I n o ur This gubte i®anrémindec ta gl whoa |
freely walk by that the cost of freedom, as we know it in our nation, is not
free but came at the high cost of so many lives. Thus, with a cost so high
comes a debt so great. A debt that cannot be paid with money minted

at the U.S. Treasury.No, this debt can only be paid by embracing the /
heavy responsibility of ensuring that those who gave their lives did 7, / A

not do so in vain. Freedom is inseparable from responsibility!

In the United States, we take so many of our liberties for granted. The liberty to say
what we want, permission to think what we want and the authority to act like we want
is often met with arrogance and ignorance as we watch from a distance others, who
are not as free. If we have the freedom to think, we have a responsibility to think
positively. If we have the freedom to speak, we have a responsibility to speak in an
affirming and meaningfully manner. If we have the freedom to act, we have a
responsibility to act in a manner that is just, generous and kind. The government
cannot make that decision for us. No law can prick our conscience of

that. Responsibility is a decision that we make as people of faith and people of
conviction.

Our nation, our communities, our households of faith are only as good as the people
who make it up, which is us. We must move from a place of pointing fingers and blame
to a place of owning our responsibilities. Every prophet and great religious leader
discerned their potential to change the world, by taking responsibility for how they
interacted with the world and in the world. So as we celebrate freedom, let us
challenge ourselves and look introspectively by asking if everyone in this world was
like me, what kind of world, would this world be?

"Until the great mass of the people shall be filled with the sense of responsibility for
each other's welfare, social justice can never be attained-"Helen Keller

Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford




Editorial

AfLove can only exist where freedom and respoljsi
- Henry Cloud

On July 4th the entire nation will celebrate the signing of this Declaration of Independence. For we have deglare
it a national holiday complete with fireworks, parades and speeches. Yet, this is a dilemma that we face every day. Jjhe
foundations of the United States of America are blatantly unjust. This land was stolen. Native peoples, Africans and | ar
other minority communities have long been recipients of systemic racism. And the roots of it are right there for the efjtire
world to see, printed in many of our founding documents; like the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution anc
United States Supreme Court case rulings.

We announce it. We flaunt it. We celebrate it.

As a nation we embrace this history because we are largely ignorant of the true nature of our past and have [fjeve
been held accountable for our actions. As Americansi|lw
tive of déexceptionalismé because we have been taugh
all. But the reality is that the United States of America exists because this land was colonized by Europeans who us
Doctrine of Discovery to dehumanize, steal from, enslave and even commit cultural genocide against indigenous peple
from both the ANew Worl do and Africa. On days |i ke h
tory. But a majority of our citizens celebrate in ignorance. | would estimate that less than 3% of Americans know thigjhis:
tory or understand its impact on the currday situation of Native peoples.

As someone whodés professional and personal i fe n
ten been moved by the work and legacy of those who have persevered through trials in order to see a better world. he

journey consists of dialogue about the history of the African American experience, thdlmatnr i can A Coy o | e
)

neysao, the civil rights movement, and race in Amer. a
0 Our nation has o0 nwi@entgptasisin cites anoss thdmatioas wambn andf memrisento
demand equality and a recognition that Black Lives Maeter r ecogni t i on t hat Ianguage u
filled with hate using terms such as Aterroristo

)
tions and take action in pursuit of peace, justice, and reconciliation. WHiteegmnound organizing and the work of |
marches and protest are still important, we are also seeing these conversations happen on social media, churches, jand
town hall meetings. We have these conversations monthly at our UCICC meetings. Find ways to participate in convé | sa
tions like thesé to learn about our history and our current context and then live out the teachings and the truth of thgge e

]

movements for justice in a way that honors God in yjgu
community can exist in our country.
There's so much in our culture that teaches us to move away from suffering and to move away from people | ho

don't look like us and to move out of neighborhoods where there's high crime and things like that. And yet the heart gf th
Gospel is that that God hears the suffering, enters into the suffering. Hebrew Scriptures are filled with this. One of thg
first stories we have is God hears the cry and the pain of the Hebrew slaves in Egypt and rescues them out of their glave
and over and over you hear this theme in Scripture that God is close to the poor and hears the cry of the oppressed|f\We
don't need to be doing this out of guilt or duty but out of this is what we're made for. What you begin to discover is that
we're made to live for something bigger than ourselves and | think that's what we're about and what we're discoveri 'w
Isaiah says so brilliantly, when we spend our lives on behalf of the suffering, our healing comes and our light begins fo
shine as well. So it's not only |Hgving to others but it's lifgiving to us. | think in a lot of wealthy countries we p@su

other dream$ the American dream or the Wall Street dream. We settle short of the kind of life that God wants for us

As a nation, the United States of America does not share a common memory, and therefore struggles to havg trt
community. So this Fourth of July, I invite every American to start their day by learning about our history as a nation
Allowing the reality of the dehumanizing nature of our founding to temper your celebrations. You can still light your fi l-
works and eat your BBQ as you celebrate a hard fought victory over the British. But at the end of the day, | humbly ask
you to conclude your celebrations with the following prayer:

iMay God have mercy on the United States of America and|g

By Erich H. W. Kussman Sr. (M. Div. PTS)




Member Spotlight

Caroline was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. She ig|ja
cradle Presbyterian and was baptized and confirmed, and fe-
came active in the life of the church. Following high schoo
Caroline attended college at the University of North Careling
Chapel Hi |l | . As graduati on|
to serve in the mission field as a Young Adult Voluntee
through the PC(USA) in Argentina.

Over the course of almost three years, Caroline served e
church in various ways in Argentina, working primarily as &

volunteer chaplain at a skilled nursing care facility. Learni )
Spanish forced Caroline to slow down, be present, and Iis
hard, an invaluable lesson that is still relevant in her life a

ministry today.

2N
0

-~  ' : Caroline returned to the United States and began a new se gror
¥ ;31Caro]ineUnzaga as a seminarian at Princeton Theological Seminary. In La
" Associate Pastor ...~ America, she had been exposed to liberation theology afd
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford |learned the power of ministry in the margins. She continugd
to discern her call by doing an internship at Frontera de Cri dto
on the U.S./Mexican border, as well as in the parish setting in New York City. She found herself inigc
rated by ministry in these different settings, especially when visiting and supporting those in crisig| ar
transition.

Following graduation, Caroline has always maintained one foot in the church and the other in the |larg
communi ty. Il n the area of faith formati on, ¢ a
istries at Fanwood Presbyterian Church, where she ran the educational ministries of the church and Igd r
sional opportunities. Caroline has also served the church in the role of stated supply pastor in both|furt
and suburban churches that were undergoing transitions in leadership. And in the greater church, Ggaro!
served as the echair of the Committee for Preparation of Ministry in the Presbytery of the Palisades.

In the area of pastoral care, she has served in private hospitals, state psychiatric hospitals, and at|fhe
Medical Center as a chaplain, being present with patients, families, and staff in the disorientation thjat :
rives amidst sickness and death. Working with diverse populations of different faith traditions whileljpro
viding spiritual care has been powerful and life changing for her. She also serves the wider church a
Chaplain Educator and sits on the Pastoral Care Advisory Committee at Overlook Medical Center in|Sur
mit, NJ.

Currently, Caroline serves as Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Cranford, where shd| ch
nels her passions for formation and pastoral care. She focuses on pastoral visitation, as well as g ow
community and connection through educational and small group opportunities for disciples of all gge
She also is an active member of the Cranford Clergy Council and the Union County Interfaith Councy| ar
believes in the power of collaboration and connection across religious differences.

Caroline is married to Jay, is the mother to Isabel and Sebastian, and proud dog owner of a rambufctit
Springer Spaniel puppy, Ralph. In her free time, she enjoys cooking, reading, and spending time wijgh F
family.




COMMUNITY COOKOUT!!!

Music! Games! Food!

July 1, 2017 @ 5PM

All are welcome and invited!
AT:

Zion Lutheran Church
215 ELM AVENUE Rahway, NJ




: 2 A df Save the Date!
" July 20, 2017

lalllsnlpu\e

You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council for:

A Time of Interfaith Worship and Fellowship

First Unlted Methodlst Church
2.7 a0 F e/ Jas Pl aeea

6:30P0 7:30P
Light Refreshments following worship ~ Sigran begins at 6:00P

Bring along a blanket to sit on! ~ Mingle with your interfaith neighbors!
(In the event of rain, we will move indoors)

Please Reserve Now!
80 West Grand Street

Elizabeth. NJ 07202 E-mail or phone your RSVP to:
(908 3543040 UCInterfaith@caunj.org
RS B (908) 3543040 x4324

COMMUNITY ACCESS
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Responding to the Hidden needs of the
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q ITH iun Summit on June 15th.
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Email your photos and a summary caption to
UClInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of each month




Prison & Reentry: Responding to the Hidden Needs of the Communi
A Reflection by Rev. Carmine Pernini

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, fror7 80pm the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council hosting

society: the incarcer at ed -eateridg society. sTke meating mwasmejd ah o

a night of reflections, guest speakers, and audience participation focused on a largely invisible populatio

Fountain Baptist church in Summit, NJ. There, the Rev. Ron Thomas culled together a host of specialist
drawn largely from the institutional side of the prison industrial complex. They included: Mr. Carl Riley, Rjb-
lic Safety Director of the City of Plainfield, Mrs. Atonia Green Worley, Court Services Supervisor and Intgf-
sive Supervision Program of the NJ Judiciary, Dr. Darcella Sessomes, Assistant Commissioner of the Depar
ment of Corrections, Trenton, Mr. David Wolfsgruber, Assistant Director of the Community Programs Di
sion of the NJ State Parole Board, Trenton, Douglas G. Mitchell, Esg., Mitcchell Law Offices of Union anf
Plainfield, Imam Fakhruddin F. Alvi of the Muslim Community Center of Union County, Elizabeth, and Rej.
Leonard Grayson, director of the Reentry Program, City of Elizabeth.

Each of the specialists, from the parole side to the chaplaincy side, spoke from whatever area of expe

tise they had. As each representative spoke it became clear that there is a lot of work to be done with regar

I
to the myriad gaps in the system. These include: the difference between a prison which reforms vs. a psor
which merely detains, the puny | anguage which ii
without conferring the full rights of citizensfi
goes beyond the essentials |ike those covered n

tatives was for houses of faith to advocate for change within the walls of prisons as well as reforms to thd|pa
role process itself. More, if we are to move beyond a merely punitive system which we currently have wijjch
di sregards the fact that those who fAcome homeodlfa
munity if we do not treat and provide for those who are incarcerated in ways that lead to human flourishirg.
Said another way, we all pay a price for treating people as though they are NOT more than their worst mjstal
Our communities, families, and morality suffercauseve have created a mental space, even if it is a small
space or a neglected space, in our minds which allows for the harsh treatment of inmates anépdvodees
all suffer because of thedil r eat ment of those i

It should say something to us all that each of the representative
this panel called for reforms to the prison industrial complex. Change i
needed and room for improvement abound, but what we need, accordi

those who work in the system, are change agents, people, houses of f

who are willing to have their own lives and comforts interrupted so that

society, starting with those imprisoned or on parole, may be made bett



Rev. David Billings,

an organizer for People's Institute
for Survival and Beyond, pres-
ents his timely new book, DEEP
DENIAL: The Persistence of
White Supremacy in U.S. History
and Life. Part popular history and
part personal memoir, Deep De-
nial documents the 400-year
racialization of the United States
and how people of European de-
scent came to be called “white.”
Rev. Billings focuses primarily on
the deeply embedded notion of
white supremacy, and tells us
why, despite the civil rights move-
ment and an African American
president, we remain, in the au-
thor's words, “a nation hard-wired
by race.”

WINNER
Current events/Social change

FINALIST - Historical non-fiction

FINALIST - Multicultural non-fiction

BOOK SIGNING
Award winning author to speak about

White Supremacy
in Everyday Life

“No one speaks to racism and its cure better than David Billings, a
white Southerner who has seen it all. His is a voice that needs to
be heard. It is a voice with perfect pitch.”

Charlayne Hunter-Gault

Journalist, former correspondent, National Public Radio,
MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, and CNN

Plainfield Quaker Meetinghouse
225 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060

www.PlainfieldQuakers.org

Wed. June 28, 2017
7-9 PM

All Welcome

DEEP DN

The Per Sistence of W hite Su remacy
€ Sup
in Unite, Sta les Hig ory ap if
Unit, d t d I ¢

DAVID BILL g




PROCEEDS BENEFIT LOC

Music with a Mission!
SALEM Roadhouse CAFE
@a&

2017 SHOW LINEUP

FEBRUARY 11 - MICHAELA McCLAIM BAMD Original rock/pop tunes with a jazzy overtone, her music is hot, intelli-
gent and extremely well crafted. Amazing musicianship on the part of each member of the band.

MARCH 11 - PIKTORS METAMORPHOSIS Fusion jarz/rock aln Weather Report & others, technically brilliant with a
HUGE sound, these quys define fusion. To see it performed right in front of you is a treat!

AFRIL 8 - RICH KUBICI, DAMM THE TORPEDOES & FRIEMDSE Various rock performers in an energetic show
that is always fun and exciting. Tom Petty tributes plus Rich's originals and covers of other classie rock tunes.

MAY 13 - JTAMES DEAN's WHISKEY CAFE JAZZ QUARTET Pure jozz quartet with big band sound, these are
some very seasoned jozz musicians who come together to bring out some of the finest big jazz band sounds.

JUKNE 10 - JOE LISA & QUARTET High quality medern jozz with some fusion overtones—more details coming!

JULY 8 - GEOFF GALLANTE & TRIO Seoff's fourth return to the Roadhouse, this young star mesmerizes
JIATENCES WITH MiS raTaraity talented rrampet playing accompanied by an all-star backup band.

AUGUST 12 - RIVA JEAM TRIO, the thinking mans trio, with opening by vocal sensation S4AM BRADY. Riva Jean
brings a big Broadway sound to the small stage with amazing composition and performance.

SEFTEMBER 9- RAY POWERS AMD FRIEMDS Original and covers, reck. pop and ether styles, Ray and friends always de-
liver a fun, exciting and energetic show. This years show will have talented pR:,re.r's from all around to liven up the stage,

OCTOBER 14 - MELAMIE MITRAMO Brozilion/Portuguese jozz that's cool, sassy and sexy. Melanie has captured the
essence of the Brozilian Bossa Mova style, with a salsa overtone. Melanie says that she will have musicians from Brazil on

hand to acco her and the band.
MNOVEMBER: li - TBA We're working on something really big here. keep watching.

Shh! The Roadhouse may be the best-kept secret in Northern New Jersey — the area’s best jozz. rock.
and even the occasional felkie in an intimate coffeehouse venue. The Roadhouse only opens to the pd';i;c on the
second Saturday evening of the month. It's where the area's musicians go to hear other musicians, and you might
find yourself sitting next to a famous jozz drummer or a vocalist from Australia. You never know.

Musicians love the audience that takes the time to find the Readhouse, and when musicians love their
audience, they play their hearts out. Why does it take time to find the Roadhouse? We've cleverty hidden it in a
church basement, where audience and musicians are within touching distance of each other. The acoustics are

reat.
? The Roadhouse serves real coffee and tea — it's a coffeehouse, not a bar. after all. Hot and cold snacks
and desserts are included in the admission. There's art, oo, because art and music go together. You can sip your
coffee while perusing original works available for purchase at the Roadhouse Fine Arts Gallery. Works change
with each opening. .’:‘:ﬁuw proceeds always benefit local charities. Union TV34 records the shows for broadcast —
so check out past ; prised to find who knows about the Roadhouse.

T et s

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL SHOWS BEEIN AT 8:00 i;.l“, DOORS OP

SALEM Roadhouse CAFE @ Townley Presbyterian Church
829 Salem Road, Union, NJ 07083 Ph: 908-686-1028
E-mail: salemroadhouse®gmail.com  Website:www.roadhousecafe.org
Facebook: facebook.com/salemroadhouse
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FEEL GOOD ABOUT YOURSELF EVEN AFTER THE ENDURPHINES WEAR OFF!

ALL PROCEEDS 6O TO: RO O T s\‘/\/ INGS

DATE: SATURDAY, JULY
1STH, 2017

LOCATION: OAK RIDGE After Foster Cﬂ"f’---
PARK Education. Stability. Self-Sufficiency.
136 OAK RIDGE RD.

RACE DAY
CLARK, NJ 07066 PEGISTRATION:
PUN START TIME: 330 AM

WALK START TIME: ,
O PEGISTRATION: $35

rec1sTER ONLINE: RUNSIGNUP.COM
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YOU ARE INVITE

Join us for a great
op
a

portunity to meet
nd network with
people from all
iths and cultural
traditions

fa

Program-
Gathering: 5:00%m
Potluck Dinner: 6:30pm

July 16

RSVP using form available at: NJIFC.org
Address: Colonial Park, 156 Mettlers
Rd Somerset, NJ 07083

For any questions, please email Skip Winter at
ahwinterjr@aol.com or info@njifc.org

"‘
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Would members of your congregation benefit from/be interested in
learning more about gun violence prevention?

SANMANMANANANANN

Moms Demand Action offers a3 A ydzi S t 2SN 2Ay (0 LINB:
{al!we¢ Q0 GKIG LINRY2GS&a yR (S OKSa &l -
deaths from unsecured guns. Be SMART also touches on the warning signs i)f

teenage suicide and safety during playdates. If you are interested, we would Iovi@ tc
ONAY3I W.S {a!weQ G2 &2dz2NJ O2yINBIL GA2

Please contact
Dryden Watner, Faith Outreach Leader of Moms Demand Action, Union County at
drydenw@msn.conor 908.233.0371 for more information.
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NAAAAAAAANAAANANANNANANN,
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Faith Community and Hate Crimes:
Taking Action

If your faith community becomes the recipient of hateful actions, including lettaraile
or phone calls of concern, which may be considered a bias incident or hate crime:

1. Call local police

2. Call FBI 973 793 3000

3. Call OHSPOs (Office of Homel anjgp
Watch at 609 - 963-6817 or John Paige at 973 - 277 -0651

If you receive overseas email from unknown sources, please use caution
and wear gloves when opening up mail.

MAKE INTERFAITH WORK.

PLEASE SHARE THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION
WITH FAITH GROUPSIN YOUR COMMUNITY .
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