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About the Union County
| nterfaith Coordinating Council

Our Mission
UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH - The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular

COO_RD'NAT'NG COUNCIL interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
Steering Committee Members interfaith community.

Deacon Tim Wi"iiéng&cﬁaif We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardlejs
i e of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.
Pastor E. Crawfordd Chair Emeritus
Ebenezer AME Our Goals
Rahway 1 To grow the network of faithhased organizations in Union County.
Sidney Blanchard 1 To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Executive Director of CAU Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham Islamic, and other faiths.
Temple Sholom 1 To be engaged in:
Scotch Plains 1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the
Ayaz Aslam general Union County populati_on.
Muslim Community Center of UC 2. The advancement &ocial Justice
izl 3. The intentionalnclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
Pastor H. Bryant race.
Honorably Retired f To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.
Denise Fernandes Our Objectives
Latino Outreach .- - -
1 Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
Erich Han William Kussman, Jr of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
Holy Cross Lutheran Church congregations
Springfield o . ,
Prngte 1 Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
- F_;aztcl\)/fl '\t/'hefgz,  Church involvement, action and education in sedfp.
S estiold e 1 Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
Michelle Mobley it i ; il i
e Vi G opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
Residential staff.
Pastor Carmine Pernini Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 1 Develop interfaith solidarity.
Rahway 1 Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
Father Michael Saporito and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
The Parish Community of St. Helen with the group
Westfield . g ' .
1 Build religious membership.
Roderick Spearman 1 Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
et educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
Reverend Ronald C. Thomas services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
Fountain Baptist Church people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc..

summit 1 Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation

Elder Arthur fSkipo mMemberswith CAU.
Cranford Presbyterian Church
Cranford



from the Chairperson Emeritus

A New Year6s Resolution: Making a Bel v«

ASmal | acts, when multiplied by mil Hiwarda&dnnof peopl 4,
ljusthave one queston. On your New Year 6s resol uti on Itkoursldlikeamajod y ouf i
undertaking, an al mo s tWhethepwe sealide b dr reot, eweoy tinke wéniake a consbigis chaoge .
for the better, we change not only ourselves but we change our community. How? Every life we touch is a life we have
the capacity to change and every life that we change, is a life that has the potential to
change another. Change is a chain reaction; Change is a domino effect; thus changing the
world is possible, one person and one community at a time.
Consider making these small changes in the New Year and watch how they change you and
the people you meet. ,
1. Take the time to smile and greet a stranger.  Next time your standing in line at 4/ /
the grocery store or riding in an elevator, take the time to turn around to the person / A
behind you and just say Hello. How are you? You may be the only person who even
bothers to ask them that day.
2. Take a momentto send a Thank You note.  Maybe to the owner of the local Dry Cleaners or the local
School Crossing Guard just to say thank you for youf}
gone the extra mile. Some people work under extremely difficult conditions. You never know how much your
note may mean to them.
3. Take the time to notTihee epesr aoresaasmamd.hat retail o]
badges. Take a moment to notice their name and refer to themassuch. A°- si mpl e gestur e l/f
you Maryo or AHave a great day Daveo wil/l remind t el
4. Take the opportunity to be generous.  Would leaving an extra dollar at a time really hurt your pocket?
Would buying a hot cup of coffee for the homeless person you just passed really put a dent in your
budget. Consider ways that you can give more to others.
5. Take up the fAr tSometfimeRRewiwingvsibeitgr than giving. How? In receiving we
allow other people to experience the joy being a blessingto people. The A Art of Recei vi g
as expecting people to give or asking people to give. Itis simply letting people do for you, what you have
done for others.
Take the time to change your life, which will change others and soon you will find that you have changed the
world.
-Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawfqrd



https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1899.Howard_Zinn

Spotlight on Faith

Rabbi Niel Tow
Temple Beth ElI Mekor Chayim

Rabbi Neil Tow is thrilled to be one of the new Rabbis at Te
Beth El Mekor Chayim (TBEMC) in Cranford working togethe
with his wife Rabbi Rachel Schwartz.

Neil previously served as Rabbi of the Glen Rock Jewish Ce
(Bergen County) from 2008015 and at the Woodbury Jewish
Center on Long Island from 202917.

I nterfaith work has al ways Hedaaghtaainterfaitmgtunly ctass fot a
many years with Pastor Roger Spencer (of blessed memory) of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church i N
Rock. He was on the board of the Jewish Community Relations Council committee on intergroup relatighs
in northern New Jersey where he worked with Jewish Federation and colleagues to build working relatigin-
ships with other faith and ethnic communiti&uring that time, he had the wonderful experience ef co |
leadingaJewisitat hol i ¢ mission to I|Israel that featur :i
holy sites. A recent highlight was the opportunity to officiate the Cranford Interfaith Thanksgiving servicg| at
TBEMC with fellow clergy from the Cranford Clergy Council.

Rabbi Neil is also passionate about Jewish education, especially making religious education accessibld|to
students including those with special learning nedéal€slen Rock, along with Principal Rachel Blumenstyk
he created the 6Kulanudé religious chaﬁwarheocd)rr&sr
pleted his Masters in Jewish Education from Jdgw
on how to implement the Orte@illingham reading method for teaching Hebrew to religious school stu-
dents.Al ong with the Central New Jersey Vbéad Har g|b:
clergy, teachers, and school administrators on how the @ilbngham method can help teachers to have

new tools for teaching students with dyslexia and other learning disabiltealso kicked offthis past

month a series of O0Tot Shabbaté grograms for dlh
w."l-m"' . 4 3 ] - B

Neil loves running, reading, and mos" ~ "-‘ ‘

spending time with family including

two children Dara (10), Micah (6), a %

their dachshund Simba.

Rabbi Neil is looking forward to mee

ing all the interfaith colleagues from
across Union County, and would like
to wish everyone blessings for a hap
& healthy New Year in 2018!




Member Spotlight

The Dream Will Never Die

Rev. Leanora Colley, MDiv.
Executive Pastor
New Covenant Church225 East 7th Street, Plainfield, NJ 07060

Humanity and all material things are limited by time, because we live in a
governed and controlled by time. In time, this generation will have lived an
died. In time, the new technologies that awe millennials and intimidate ba
boomers will become obsolete. Time is like an enemy that restricts and binds
there is one thing inherent to humanity that can abrogate the power of time, tt
our ability to dream. Even if our physical contribution to humanity is-thmend,
the manifestations of our dream can outlive us.

N

| believe Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. realized the power of a dream, that it coulc

minate, develop, be birthed and thrive even after time has silenced the one who gave

voice to it. He used a dream to make his voice conquer the enemy of time even if it silence

frame. Hi s dream was a vehicle that tran |

. I
Fmtﬁ Among the many notable things this iconic figure -I‘

ismkingtﬁefirststgp ([:)ivil \IibertihesH!s 'rA‘emmI
) reamo speech. i s uguys:
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC,
N encapsulated the cries and hopes of so many in o
- Martin Luther King, Jr. @1 / nation, and around the globe. He had the courage(fio
Qanary 15,1929 - Apri4,1965) o8 L take a stand for the inalienable and God given righf
of every breathing human being, irrespective of ragg,

even M/ﬁc’ﬂ y014 dbﬂ'f see

the whole staircase.

educational acumen or financial status.

This dream germinated, developed and was born. Some who are bound by time, have tried to subdue it fflom
thriving, with bigotry, legislation and calculated efforts to reverse its advance. We must be consoled and jje-
minded that a dream can exist beyond time, and dare to make his dream ours; giving voice to it. We musgj ha

the courage and resolve in the face of opposing winds to keep the dream alive, with peaceful activism arl a \
ingness to speak out against injustices and abuses.

As we reflect on his life and contribution to the advancement of justice and equality, | challenge us to renw C

commitment to his dream in the face of turbulent political times and legislation that seeks to rescind the 4 ogr
of justice and equality. Let us use our influec<
and righteousness | ike a mighty stream. o0 Let ug
mountain of despair a stone of hope, 0 and use flh.

woman, boy and girl in our communities, irrespective of their race, stand shoulder to shoulder to achieve(gheit
goals and dreams in a free and equitable society.

Robert F. Kennedy said itbegtEach ti me a man stands up for an ideall,
strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different cen-

ters of energy and daring those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and

r esi s tldareya to@o out today and make your ripple of hope in whatever station you find yourself, because

your ripple can create the current that changes the direction of our society.




CHURCH OF CRANFORD ON DECEMBER 21ST.




Homeless Memorial Day Vigil Remembers Homeless in Union County
43 Homeless Remembered at Homeless Memorial Day

On December 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., eightg people including persons who were homeless;profit agencies and

interfaith congregations gatheredléte First Presbyterian Church in Cranford for a second annual Homeless Mem
rial Vigil to remember fortsthree of our homeless neighbors. This public event was held on the longest night of th
and chosen as a time to remember all homeless people who died during the past year due to their lack of shelteg

Community Access Unlimited, Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, Family Promise of Union County, Ho
Monarch Housing and the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council organized this event.

The Union County Homeless Memorial Day Vigil was the culmination of the second Homeless Sabbath which er
over 20 congregations in Union County to change the conversation about homelessness and seek solutions to e
lessness.

Participation in the Homeless Sabbath included:

8 Temple Shabdar ey $ MW btoogmregatian ceRpratad a §hiakibat Evening, where it celebrated Hannukah,
included every family bringing their own Hannukiah to light. They spoke about light in the darkness and their role asfbea
light and protection to all those who are in need. The President spoke about the many activities the synagogue suppbets
homeless. All of members to join in our projects which help to feed and get to know our neighbors through different org
tions. All those who lit candles pledged that their family would do more in their communal lives through certain orgarza
help get rid of homelessness.

Community Presbyterian Church in MountainsidEhe congregation included the bulletin insert in the bulletins and highlig
which organizations the congregation has been directly involved with. The congregation used a litany for the homelexs i
our usual responsive reading of a psalm and the pastor included special mention of the needs of the homeless or néar

our main prayer of the morning and made mention of it in the sermon.

The Union County Vigil included a reading of 43 names of those who died during the past year, music and interfz
ings.

Among the clergy, speakers, and musical performers who particip
were:

Cynthia Manno; Townley Presbyterian Church, Union

Rev. Chris Kile, Senior Pastor; First Presbyterian Chu@cimford
Deacon David Farrell; Church of the Assumption, Roselle Park
Rabbi Neil Tow; Temple Bethel Mekor Chayim, Cranford

Samina Sataar; Islamic Society of Central Jersey, Monmouth Junctidg
Mark Miller, Minister of Music; Christ Church, Summit

Lindy Thompson

Rev. Ann Marie Alderman; First Unitarian Society of Plainfield

Pastor Carmine Pernini; Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rahway

Deacon Timothy Williams; First Baptist Church, Kenilworth

Rev. Caroline Unzaga, Amy Jones, Laurethea Kidd, and Linda Flores ToberAITH IN ACTIOM

w W w W W W W W W W W

Organizers in Camden, Bergen, Hudson, Mercer and Middlesex Counties held similar homeless memorial and vigil
events on December 21.

Homelessness continues to be an issue in Union County and all of NJ. On the night of January 24, 2017, 475 ps
cluding 55 people without shelter, experienced homelessness in Union County, per NJ Counts;th
In-Time Count.

Email your photos and a summary caption to UCInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of
each month .



http://www.firstprescranford.org/

Holiday Concert

at Community Access Unlimited

|

| . — 3
| Is your House of Faith: &
\ SN -

1 Advocating for Peace,
Acceptance, Communication?

Sharing your Faith?

Supporting Social Initiatives?

Share it with the Interfaith
Community!

C\‘ris ti-?q 2,
(o'

G@d Email your photos and a summary caption to

7/ UClInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of each
sinpuss




Citywide Commemorative

ws, WOrShIp
Sorvice

10:00 AM

"Where Do We Go From Here - Chaos or Community?"
Genesis 37:18-20

Shiloh Baptist Church
95 Murray Street | Elizabeth, New Jersey
Host Pastor: Rev. William H. Ingram




What Are You Doing On January 157

Make The Day Count.

In honor of Dr. Martin Luther KirJg,
* 08860 "EOOEAAUN

Service

4:30-6:30p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in
Cranford.

In preparation for the fair, the Interfaith Community
Service is looking for donations of:

Our big goal is to assemble 1000 person
care product packages for homeless teenagers.

Individually packaged toothbrushes
Toothpasté (no travel or family sizes)
Deodorani (male or female brands)
Bars of soap

We are also collecting: cleaning products and disposable baby diapers, any size.

This is a non-sectarian community event. Everyone is welcome.

7EOE AOAOUITAGO O0O0DPDPT OOh xA EIPA O 1 AEA O
our first, as we continue to establish this tradition for our community.

Thank you for your continued support and participation.

Janice Grevious, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Committee

The Cranford Clergy Council and the Interfaith Human Relations Committee

Any questions, contact: Janice gnicegrevious@gmail.com
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“Love even for enemied ts the key to the solution of the problems of our world.”

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

Cranford Gommunity Interfaith Service
Thursday January 18, 2018 at 7 pm
Trmity Episcopal Ghurch, 119 Forest Ave, Cranford, NJ

Come and celebrate the life of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr. and be inspired to continue the struggle for justice,

Cranford students will offer expressions of muste, art and dance around the theme of justice ad part of the dervice




§ Coristia, ,@ Save the Date!
: God) & January 18th, 2018
(all'SInp“\Q

You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council fo

A New Year 6s

Making a Beloved Community
An interfaith discussion on:

ng t he
areas of

Resol ut

| -RrofieGoimmaunity on
overlappi ng

Suburban Golf Club
1730 Morris Ave, Union, NJ 07083

6:00P3 7:30P
Dinner will be provided ~ Signin begins at 5:30P

Facilitators:

Senior Pastor Carlos Cedefio, of Christ Fellowship Churah Elizabeth NJ
&

Senior Pastor William Ingram of Shiloh Baptist Churchd Elizabeth NJ

We all have been working hard to make this world, nation, state, and commu

nity a better place for all. Yet, many of us are working on the same or similar
issues independent of one anothet. et 6 s

break bread t¢geth
mon convictions, and see how we might support each other so that we may
more effectively embody the Beloved Community
Please Reserve Now!
80 West Grand Street 3 )
> 4 Elizabeth, NJ 07202 E-mail or phqne your R_SVP to:

(908 3543040 UClinterfaith@caunj.org
R s & (908) 3543040 x4371
GOMMUNITY ACCESS

12




Religious Services at Community Access

There has been some exciting things taking place at CAU!
We have started a new initiative for the members of the CAU community to
experience religious worship.

\ 2/

This ministry is geared towards the DD community and also to the TOPS youth program.
There has been approximately-80 members that attend, and it has been a blessing to be able to serve thig be
loved community.

| would like to extend an invitation for you to speak at our religious services. These services are held on
Saturdays at 11:00am and at 1:00pm and are an hour long. This an interfaith endeavor is open to all faith
traditions and houses of worship. If you can provide worship, a positive inspirational message, and most df al
and a heart to serve.

Our objectives are:

1. To provide a safe space for our members to worship God

2. To foster spiritual growth through the diverse understandings of
God

3. To build up the community in faith, hope, and love

If you would like to volunteer in this amazing ministerial opportunity o
find out more, please contact
Chaplain Erich Kussman &tKussman@caunj.arg

About Chaplain Erich Kussman

Chaplain Erich Kussman is a graduate of Pillar College and received a Bachelor's Degree in Biblical Stljdles.
is pursuing a Masters in Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary and is seeking candidacy in the EL@A| H
is on the Steering committee of the UCICC. He is an author, activist, and public speaker. He grew up in|AJain
field, New Jersey. He has articles published in magazines such as "First Things" and "Conspire!" He ha [fjea

experience in prison ministry. He desires to be the change he wishes to see in the world by doing God'd| .



mailto:EKussman@caunj.org

JOIN % OPERATION WARM HEART

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless

Interested in providing hospitality for the homeless
in your church/center on Sunday evenings?

December 1st - March 28th

In the winter of 2003-2004, the Elizabeth Coalition organized and coordinated
a group of concerned churches to create OWH. They addressed the needs of
the street homeless, particularly in harsh winter weather. Each cold winter
night, a partner church provides a warm meal and a place to sleep for up to
fourteen guests.

This winter, we are in need of a hospitality partner to host Sunday nights. The
Coalition will provide staff supervision, transportation, and access to our other
Project Gatekeeper advocacy services. Each winter, we serve over 100
individuals through OWH. Through our intensive case management, we aim to
move guests from the streets to traditional shelter, with the goal of permanent
housing and a support system.

abelh ¢;,
%

K
S

ERICA RODRIGUEZ
OWH COORDINATOR
908-355-2060 EXT. 304

e e ondes ERODRIGUEZ@THEELIZABETHCOALITION.ORG
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FISH Hospitality Program

Serving Middlesex, Union, and
Somerset Counties in New Jersey

FISH Hospitality Program (FHF) is an affiliate of Family Promise and was developed in
1990 using the Interfaith Hospitality Network model. Family Promise now has nearly
200 Affiliates in 42 states. IHNs help achieve lasting independence at a third of the
cost of traditional shelters, with nearly 80 percent of families nationally transitioning to
long-term housing. FHP assists families and single women who have become
homeless. Our 14-bed shelter rotates through a network of 15 churches that provide a
secure and supportive environment for our clients to stay overnight where they are
welcomed as “Guests”.

JOIN THE FISH FAMILY OF HOST CHURCHES

The FISH Hospitality Program is looking for congregations to host FHP families.
What are the benefits of getting involved?

FOR GUESTS
Safe, homelike shelter where families can stay together
Guests cite the caring of volunteers as one of the most important benefits: “l never knew so
many people cared.”
Intensive case management by a sodal worker to assist in finding housing and jobs and in
meeting other needs
About 70% of guest families secure permanent housing

FOR CONGREGATIONS
Opportunity for outreach ministry {(within the congregation’s own facilities) focusing on the
needs of people in the community
Opportunity for participation in a community project with other faith based organizations
Increased sense of community among members as they work together in shared mission
Catalyst for renewed faith and further mission effort

From Interfaith Hospitality Network Guide to Recruiting Host Congregations
To learn more about becoming a host church, contact the FHP office:
Telephone: 732-968-5957

Office E-mail: fishhosp@verizon.net
Website: www.fishhospitality.org




UCICCi CAU
COMMUNITY HELP LINE

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR PERSONAL CARE
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Cal | CAUOGs I nformation and ef
908-354-3040 [X 4272]for answers and resources.

CAUGsSs community service mission incl ufde:
well as information on how to locate services provided by other agencies.
This month we highlighthree CAU services available to qualified recipients
in our Union County communities.

1] Free home delivered mealf6 week program; one meal per person per day] for Urjon
County residents who are US citizens and their families who need food and who |are:
*Age 59 or younger [head of household];
*Living in low income households;
* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families.
* Documents and interview are required to qualify.
Contact Gene Tavera X 4272

2] Homemaker-home health aide personal care assistanoehome for persons who re
quire help to live independently at home. Services are provided at $20/hour but may|be fri
for those who are low income and age 60 or over, or any age with a disability. Serviges in
clude light housekeeping, meal preparation, errands and personal care assistafce.
Contact Bill Webb X 4206

are selectedContact Bill Webb X 4206
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES :

\ 3
-

0/0@/( your heawrt

and your home )

All that is missing is YOU!
Become a foster or adoptive parent

Be part of the ride.

For more information contact:
(877) NJ FOSTER, www.njfoster.org, (800) 99 ADOPT, www.njadopt.org

17



JOIN QUR TEAM!

Gommunity AccesdJnlimited welcomes those with a big
heart! Due to our continuing expansion, there are a
number offull time andpart time openings for those
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at
risk who are on the road to independence.

For those looking for patime positions, CAU offers
available house on the weekends and overnights!
Minimum requirements are:

7 xFf AR RNAGSNRa fA0Syas
1 Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose
1 Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degref

Experience working with individuals with developmental
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also
required when providing support to our members.

Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive sala
ries and a comprehensive benefits package to full time e
ployees!

Please take the time to visit our agency website
www.caunj.orgfor more information and current
openings. Community Access Unlimited is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

CAU Hosts a weekly Open House
Mondays from 4 PM6 PM

The Cafeteria at 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 072(
52y Qi F2NBSG @&2dz2NJ NBa
come prepared to fill out an application

To make an appointment, please call an HR representative
(908) 3543040 ext 203. If you are unable to attend the ope
house, please fax resume to (908) 3&2B3 or email to

rwright@caunj.org



http://www.caunj.org

