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A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION: MAKING A BELOVED COMMUNITY
“Where there is unity there is always victory. “ - Publilius Syrus
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UCICC EVENT: January 18th 6:00—7:30P
A New Year’s Resolution:
Making a Beloved Community
“Uniting the Interfaith and Non-Profit Community on areas of overlapping
involvement.”

About the Union County
Interfaith Coordinating Council
UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH
COORDINATING COUNCIL
Steering Committee Members
Deacon Tim Williams-Chair
First Baptist Church
Kenilworth
Pastor E. Crawford—Chair Emeritus
Ebenezer AME
Rahway
Sidney Blanchard
Executive Director of CAU
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
Temple Sholom
Scotch Plains

Our Mission
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
interfaith community.
We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardless
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

Our Goals





Ayaz Aslam
Muslim Community Center of UC
Elizabeth
Pastor H. Bryant
Honorably Retired
Denise Fernandes
Latino Outreach
Erich Han William Kussman, Jr
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Springfield
Pastor Mertz
First United Methodist Church
Westfield



Our Objectives





Michelle Mobley
Director of Youth Service
Residential
Pastor Carmine Pernini
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rahway
Father Michael Saporito
The Parish Community of St. Helen
Westfield
Roderick Spearman
CAU Consultant
Reverend Ronald C. Thomas
Fountain Baptist Church
Summit
Elder Arthur “Skip” Winter
Cranford Presbyterian Church
Cranford

To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County.
To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Islamic, and other faiths.
To be engaged in:
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the
general Union County population.
2. The advancement of Social Justice.
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.
To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.
Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.
Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in self-help.
Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community








Develop interfaith solidarity.
Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
with the group.
Build religious membership.
Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc..
Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.
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message
from the Chairperson Emeritus
A New Year’s Resolution: Making a Beloved Community
“Small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world.” ― Howard Zinn

I just have one question. On your New Year’s resolution list, did you include change the world? It sounds like a major
undertaking, an almost impossible work but it’s not. Whether we realize it or not, every time we make a conscious change
for the better, we change not only ourselves but we change our community. How? Every life we touch is a life we have
the capacity to change and every life that we change, is a life that has the potential to
change another. Change is a chain reaction; Change is a domino effect; thus changing the
world is possible, one person and one community at a time.
Consider making these small changes in the New Year and watch how they change you and
the people you meet.
1.

Take the time to smile and greet a stranger. Next time your standing in line at

the grocery store or riding in an elevator, take the time to turn around to the person
behind you and just say Hello. How are you? You may be the only person who even
bothers to ask them that day.
2.

Take a moment to send a Thank You note. Maybe to the owner of the local Dry Cleaners or the local

School Crossing Guard just to say thank you for your service. Just to acknowledge that you noticed they’ve
gone the extra mile. Some people work under extremely difficult conditions. You never know how much your
note may mean to them.
3.

Take the time to notice person’s name. There’s a reason that retail workers wear name

badges. Take a moment to notice their name and refer to them as such. A simple gesture of saying “thank
you Mary” or “Have a great day Dave” will remind them of how important their service is to others.
4.

Take the opportunity to be generous. Would leaving an extra dollar at a time really hurt your pocket?

Would buying a hot cup of coffee for the homeless person you just passed really put a dent in your
budget. Consider ways that you can give more to others.
5.

Take up the “Art of Receiving.” Sometimes, receiving is better than giving. How? In receiving we

allow other people to experience the joy being a blessing to people. The “Art of Receiving” is not the same
as expecting people to give or asking people to give. It is simply letting people do for you, what you have
done for others.
Take the time to change your life, which will change others and soon you will find that you have changed the
world.

-Rev. Dr. Erika D. Crawford
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Spotlight on Faith
Rabbi Niel Tow
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
Rabbi Neil Tow is thrilled to be one of the new Rabbis at Temple
Beth El Mekor Chayim (TBEMC) in Cranford working together
with his wife Rabbi Rachel Schwartz.
Neil previously served as Rabbi of the Glen Rock Jewish Center
(Bergen County) from 2006-2015 and at the Woodbury Jewish
Center on Long Island from 2015-2017.

Interfaith work has always been an important part of Neil’s work. He taught an interfaith study class for
many years with Pastor Roger Spencer (of blessed memory) of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Glen
Rock. He was on the board of the Jewish Community Relations Council committee on intergroup relations
in northern New Jersey where he worked with Jewish Federation and colleagues to build working relationships with other faith and ethnic communities. During that time, he had the wonderful experience of coleading a Jewish-Catholic mission to Israel that featured shared worship experiences and visiting each other’s
holy sites. A recent highlight was the opportunity to officiate the Cranford Interfaith Thanksgiving service at
TBEMC with fellow clergy from the Cranford Clergy Council.
Rabbi Neil is also passionate about Jewish education, especially making religious education accessible to all
students including those with special learning needs. In Glen Rock, along with Principal Rachel Blumenstyk,
he created the ‘Kulanu’ religious school classroom for students on the autism spectrum. Last year he completed his Masters in Jewish Education from Jewish Theological Seminary’s Davidson School with a project
on how to implement the Orton-Gillingham reading method for teaching Hebrew to religious school students. Along with the Central New Jersey V’ad Harabanim, he is organizing a seminar in February for
clergy, teachers, and school administrators on how the Orton-Gillingham method can help teachers to have
new tools for teaching students with dyslexia and other learning disabilities. He also kicked off this past
month a series of ‘Tot Shabbat’ programs for children with special needs ages 2-5.
Neil loves running, reading, and mostly
spending time with family including
two children Dara (10), Micah (6), and
their dachshund Simba.
Rabbi Neil is looking forward to meeting all the interfaith colleagues from
across Union County, and would like
to wish everyone blessings for a happy
& healthy New Year in 2018!
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Member Spotlight
The Dream Will Never Die
Rev. Leanora Colley, MDiv.
Executive Pastor
New Covenant Church - 225 East 7th Street, Plainfield, NJ 07060
Humanity and all material things are limited by time, because we live in a realm
governed and controlled by time. In time, this generation will have lived and
died. In time, the new technologies that awe millennials and intimidate baby
boomers will become obsolete. Time is like an enemy that restricts and binds us, but
there is one thing inherent to humanity that can abrogate the power of time, that is
our ability to dream. Even if our physical contribution to humanity is time-bound,
the manifestations of our dream can outlive us.
I believe Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. realized the power of a dream, that it could germinate, develop, be birthed and thrive even after time has silenced the one who gave
voice to it. He used a dream to make his voice conquer the enemy of time even if it silenced his
frame. His dream was a vehicle that transported his ideals, of justice and equality for all God’s
Among the many notable things this iconic figure of
civil liberties is remembered for, is his, “I Have a
Dream” speech. His August 28, 1963 speech on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC,
encapsulated the cries and hopes of so many in our
nation, and around the globe. He had the courage to
take a stand for the inalienable and God given rights
of every breathing human being, irrespective of race,
educational acumen or financial status.
This dream germinated, developed and was born. Some who are bound by time, have tried to subdue it from
thriving, with bigotry, legislation and calculated efforts to reverse its advance. We must be consoled and reminded that a dream can exist beyond time, and dare to make his dream ours; giving voice to it. We must have
the courage and resolve in the face of opposing winds to keep the dream alive, with peaceful activism and a willingness to speak out against injustices and abuses.
As we reflect on his life and contribution to the advancement of justice and equality, I challenge us to renew our
commitment to his dream in the face of turbulent political times and legislation that seeks to rescind the progress
of justice and equality. Let us use our influence, to sound a clarion call for justice until it “rolls down like waters
and righteousness like a mighty stream.” Let us not “wallow in the valley of despair,” but rather “hew out of the
mountain of despair a stone of hope,” and use that stone of hope to recalibrate our passion to see every man,
woman, boy and girl in our communities, irrespective of their race, stand shoulder to shoulder to achieve their
goals and dreams in a free and equitable society.
Robert F. Kennedy said it best: “Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or
strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of energy and daring those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and
resistance.” I dare you to go out today and make your ripple of hope in whatever station you find yourself, because
your ripple can create the current that changes the direction of our society.
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FAITH IN
ACTION!

HOMELESS VIGIL WAS HELD AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD ON DECEMBER 21ST.
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Homeless Memorial Day Vigil Remembers Homeless in Union County
43 Homeless Remembered at Homeless Memorial Day
On December 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., eighty-five people including persons who were homeless, non-profit agencies and
interfaith congregations gathered at The First Presbyterian Church in Cranford for a second annual Homeless Memorial Vigil to remember forty-three of our homeless neighbors. This public event was held on the longest night of the year
and chosen as a time to remember all homeless people who died during the past year due to their lack of shelter or care.
Community Access Unlimited, Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, Family Promise of Union County, HomeFirst,
Monarch Housing and the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council organized this event.
The Union County Homeless Memorial Day Vigil was the culmination of the second Homeless Sabbath which engaged
over 20 congregations in Union County to change the conversation about homelessness and seek solutions to end homelessness.
Participation in the Homeless Sabbath included:

 Temple Sha’arey Shalom in Springfield – The congregation celebrated a Shabbat Evening, where it celebrated Hannukah, which



included every family bringing their own Hannukiah to light. They spoke about light in the darkness and their role as bearers of
light and protection to all those who are in need. The President spoke about the many activities the synagogue supports to help the
homeless. All of members to join in our projects which help to feed and get to know our neighbors through different organizations. All those who lit candles pledged that their family would do more in their communal lives through certain organizations to
help get rid of homelessness.
Community Presbyterian Church in Mountainside – The congregation included the bulletin insert in the bulletins and highlighted
which organizations the congregation has been directly involved with. The congregation used a litany for the homeless instead of
our usual responsive reading of a psalm and the pastor included special mention of the needs of the homeless or near homeless in
our main prayer of the morning and made mention of it in the sermon.

The Union County Vigil included a reading of 43 names of those who died during the past year, music and interfaith readings.
Among the clergy, speakers, and musical performers who participated
were:
 Cynthia Manno; Townley Presbyterian Church, Union
 Rev. Chris Kile, Senior Pastor; First Presbyterian Church, Cranford











Deacon David Farrell; Church of the Assumption, Roselle Park
Rabbi Neil Tow; Temple Bethel Mekor Chayim, Cranford
Samina Sataar; Islamic Society of Central Jersey, Monmouth Junction
Mark Miller, Minister of Music; Christ Church, Summit
Lindy Thompson
Rev. Ann Marie Alderman; First Unitarian Society of Plainfield
Pastor Carmine Pernini; Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rahway
Deacon Timothy Williams; First Baptist Church, Kenilworth
Rev. Caroline Unzaga, Amy Jones, Laurethea Kidd, and Linda Flores Tober

FAITH IN A

CTION!

Organizers in Camden, Bergen, Hudson, Mercer and Middlesex Counties held similar homeless memorial and vigil
events on December 21.

Homelessness continues to be an issue in Union County and all of NJ. On the night of January 24, 2017, 475 people, including 55 people without shelter, experienced homelessness in Union County, per NJ Counts, the PointIn-Time Count.
Email your photos and a summary caption to UCInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of
each month.
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Holiday Concert
at Community Access Unlimited

Is your House of Faith:


Advocating for Peace,
Acceptance, Communication?



Sharing your Faith?



Supporting Social Initiatives?

Share it with the Interfaith
Community!

N!
Email your photos and a summary caption to
UCInterfaith@caunj.org by the 11th of each
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What Are You Doing On January 15?
Make The Day Count.
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Birthday,
Participate in Cranford’s 6th Annual Day of
Service
4:30-6:30p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in
Cranford.
In preparation for the fair, the Interfaith Community
Service is looking for donations of:

Our big goal is to assemble 1000 personal
care product packages for homeless teenagers.
Individually packaged toothbrushes
Toothpaste – (no travel or family sizes)
Deodorant – (male or female brands)
Bars of soap
We are also collecting: cleaning products and disposable baby diapers, any size.

This is a non-sectarian community event. Everyone is welcome.
With everyone’s support, we hope to make this year’s service fair even more successful than
our first, as we continue to establish this tradition for our community.
Thank you for your continued support and participation.
Janice Grevious, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Committee
The Cranford Clergy Council and the Interfaith Human Relations Committee
Any questions, contact: Janice at janicegrevious@gmail.com
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Save the Date!

January 18th, 2018
You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council for:

A New Year’s Resolution:
Making a Beloved Community
An interfaith discussion on:

“Uniting the Interfaith and Non-Profit Community on
areas of overlapping involvement.”
Suburban Golf Club
1730 Morris Ave, Union, NJ 07083
6:00P—7:30P

Dinner will be provided ~ Sign-in begins at 5:30P
Facilitators:

Senior Pastor Carlos Cedeño, of Christ Fellowship Church—Elizabeth NJ
&
Senior Pastor William Ingram of Shiloh Baptist Church— Elizabeth NJ

We all have been working hard to make this world, nation, state, and community a better place for all. Yet, many of us are working on the same or similar
issues independent of one another. Let’s break bread together, discuss our common convictions, and see how we might support each other so that we may
more effectively embody the Beloved Community.
Please Reserve Now!
80 West Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
(908 354-3040

E-mail or phone your RSVP to:
UCInterfaith@caunj.org
(908) 354-3040 x4371
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Religious Services at Community Access
There has been some exciting things taking place at CAU!
We have started a new initiative for the members of the CAU community to
experience religious worship.
This ministry is geared towards the DD community and also to the TOPS youth program.
There has been approximately 40-50 members that attend, and it has been a blessing to be able to serve this beloved community.
I would like to extend an invitation for you to speak at our religious services. These services are held on
Saturdays at 11:00am and at 1:00pm and are an hour long. This an interfaith endeavor is open to all faith
traditions and houses of worship. If you can provide worship, a positive inspirational message, and most of all,
and a heart to serve.

Our objectives are:
1. To provide a safe space for our members to worship God
2. To foster spiritual growth through the diverse understandings of
God
3. To build up the community in faith, hope, and love
If you would like to volunteer in this amazing ministerial opportunity or
find out more, please contact
Chaplain Erich Kussman at EKussman@caunj.org.
About Chaplain Erich Kussman
Chaplain Erich Kussman is a graduate of Pillar College and received a Bachelor's Degree in Biblical Studies. He
is pursuing a Masters in Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary and is seeking candidacy in the ELCA. He
is on the Steering committee of the UCICC. He is an author, activist, and public speaker. He grew up in Plainfield, New Jersey. He has articles published in magazines such as "First Things" and "Conspire!" He has years of
experience in prison ministry. He desires to be the change he wishes to see in the world by doing God's will.
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UCICC –CAU
COMMUNITY HELP LINE
DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR PERSONAL CARE
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Call CAU’s Information and Referral Office at
908-354-3040 [X 4272] for answers and resources.
CAU’s community service mission includes providing direct services to people in need as
well as information on how to locate services provided by other agencies.
This month we highlight three CAU services available to qualified recipients
in our Union County communities.
1] Free home delivered meals [6 week program; one meal per person per day] for Union
County residents who are US citizens and their families who need food and who are:
*Age 59 or younger [head of household];
*Living in low income households;
* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families.
* Documents and interview are required to qualify.
Contact Gene Tavera X 4272.
2] Homemaker-home health aide personal care assistance in home for persons who require help to live independently at home. Services are provided at $20/hour but may be free
for those who are low income and age 60 or over, or any age with a disability. Services include light housekeeping, meal preparation, errands and personal care assistance.
Contact Bill Webb X 4206.
3] Home and property care services are offered at reasonable fees to assist home bound
residents with yard and lawn care, leaf and snow removal, deep cleaning and clutter removal, home maintenance, handyman repairs and home improvements. There are no age or
income requirements for these services and costs are based on which services and projects
are selected. Contact Bill Webb X 4206.
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big
heart! Due to our continuing expansion, there are a
number of full time and part time openings for those
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at
risk who are on the road to independence.
For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers
available house on the weekends and overnights!
Minimum requirements are:




Valid driver’s license
Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose
Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degree

Experience working with individuals with developmental
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also
required when providing support to our members.
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits package to full time employees!
Please take the time to visit our agency website
www.caunj.org for more information and current
openings. Community Access Unlimited is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

CAU Hosts a weekly Open House
Mondays from 4 PM -6 PM
The Cafeteria at 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Don’t forget your resume and
come prepared to fill out an application

To make an appointment, please call an HR representative at
(908) 354-3040 ext 203. If you are unable to attend the open
house, please fax resume to (908) 354-0283 or email to
rwright@caunj.org.
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UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team

Sidney Blanchard,
Executive Director
Community Access Unlimited
sblanchard@caunj.org

Roderick (Rod) Spearman
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
rspearman@caunj.org

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
hbryant@caunj.org

Pastor Carmine Pernini
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
cpernini@caunj.org
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AH ‘Skip’ Winter
UCICC Steering
Committee Member

Michelle Mobley
CAU Director of Youth
Service Residential
mmobley@caunj.org

Charlene Walker
UCICC Administrative Assistant

cwalker@caunj.org
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Grant
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ourmailing
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 Share
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yourorganization.
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Advertise in the UCICC Newsletter!
Have an exciting event or program happening?
Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in
Union County by advertising in this newsletter!
Please send all print-ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org
by the 13th of every month to save a space!
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324 • Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil
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80 West Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: 908-354-3040 TTY/TTD: 908-354-4629
Fax: 908-354-2665 www.caunj.org

Community Access Unlimited’s Mission: To provide community access through effective and
comprehensive support services for people with disabilities and at-risk youth, giving them the opportunity
to live independently and to lead normal and productive lives in the community.

UCICC & STEERING COMMITTEE
UPCOMING EVENTS
UCICC Steering Committee
January 4, 2018at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

UCICC Steering Committee
February 1, 2018 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

Full UCICC Event
January 18, 2018 6 pm
A New Year’s Resolution:
Making a Beloved Community
Suburban Golf Club
1730 Morris Ave, Union, NJ 07083

Full UCICC Event
Prisoner Re-Entry
February 22, 2018 at 6pm
80 West Grand Street Elizabeth NJ 07202

See Right side
UCICC Steering Committee
March 1, 2018 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

Faith-In-Action:
House of Worship & Community Meet & Greet Event
Stay tuned for more details!!

Rod Spearman
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council
c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324
Email: rspearman@caunj.org or UCInterfaith@caunj.org
20

