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About the Union County 

Interfaith  Coordinating Council 
 

Our Mission 
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular 

interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the 

interfaith community. 

 

We respect and encourage the inclusion and  welcoming of others regardless  

of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues. 

 
 

Our Goals 
¶ To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County. 

¶ To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith 

Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 

Islamic, and other faiths. 

¶ To be engaged in: 

1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the  

general Union County population. 

2. The advancement of Social Justice. 

3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith, 

race. 

¶ To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building. 
 

Our Objectives 
¶ Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building 

of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their 

congregations. 

¶ Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through 

involvement, action and education in self-help. 

¶ Build working relationships between Union County religious 

organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create 

opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support 

staff. 
 

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community 
¶ Develop interfaith solidarity. 

¶ Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community 

and build opportunities to share educational and community events. 

with the group.  

¶ Build religious membership. 

¶ Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to 

educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other 

services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth, 

people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc.. 

¶ Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation 

members with CAU. 

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH  

COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Steering Committee Members 

Deacon Tim Williams-Chair  

First Baptist Church 

Kenilworth 

Sidney Blanchard 

Executive Director of CAU 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham 

Temple Sholom 

Scotch Plains 

Ayaz Aslam 

Muslim Community Center of UC 

Elizabeth 

  Pastor H. Bryant 

Honorably Retired 

Presbyterian Church USA 

 

Denise Fernandes 

Latino Outreach 

Erich Han William Kussman, Jr  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Springfield 

Pastor Mertz 

First United Methodist Church 

Westfield 

Michelle Mobley 

Director of Youth Service  

Residential 

Pastor Carmine Pernini 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Rahway 

Father Michael Saporito 

The Parish Community of St. Helen 

Westfield 

Roderick Spearman 

CAU Consultant 

Reverend Ronald C. Thomas 

Fountain Baptist Church 

Summit 

 

Elder Arthur ñSkipò Winter 

Cranford Presbyterian Church 

Cranford 
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C is for CREATIVITY  
 

By: Professor Terry Benjamin 
     Union County College and Essex County College 

 

"Make an effort to go beyond your own comfort zone on a regular basis. Listen to 

the real you inside who is encouraging yout to transcend yourself rather than the 

old you who said you were incapable of such a task." 

-Dr. Wayner W. Dyer 

 Legendary Motivational Teacher and Best Selling Author (1940-2015 ) 

Everything that is physical began  in an invisible world, in the quiet of someone's mind, heart and spirit, just outside 

their comfort zone where there is no growth or innovation. 

 As T Harv Eker, motivational teacher, author and entrepreneur, explains it: "If you want to move to a new 

level in your life, you must break through your comfort zone and practice doing things that are not comfortable." 

 In some instances, clinging to your comfort zone and not venturing outside into the wide world of creativity 

could be career suicide.  For example, "Comedians tend to find a comfort zone and stay there and do lame versions of 

themselves for the rest of their career," says comedian Chris Rock.  But here we are talking about going beyond a 

career, we are talking about life itself, a life that transcends the mundane and this is fulfilling and inspired to all that 

experience such a life with you. We should not live an unlived life or a life below our potential, training and 

expectations. This real life, this full life, is open to all, all that is needed is a deeper understanding and full 

comprehension of  creativity. 

 Creativity is where something new and valuable is created. This creation could be something new or just a 

feeling, but whatever it is, it has impact, the power to change the world as we know it today, affecting hearts and 

minds and spirits. This creating is not just found in one area of expertise. How you decorate your home; how you wear 

your clothes; how you curate the music in your most Pandora app. In essence, creativity is far reaching and all 

encompassing. 

 Psychologist Scott Barry Kaufman, director of The Imagination Institute in the Postitive Psychology Center, 

University of Pennslyvania has written extensively about the "4 Stages of Creativity."  According to Kaufman this is 

the Preparation stage; the Incubation stage, the Illumination stage and the Verfication stage. In the first stage there is 

the gathering of information; second, letting your mind wonder in your ideas; third, when everything comes together 

and lastly, making your creation available for public consumption.  This is the level where production is key, where 

you see the sum total of your creativity, the essence of your God given gift. 

 This all adds up to the best way to live your life, to always be about your growth, your creativity. Because in 

essence, the greatest investment is your time in yourself, in honing your skills, discovering your talents, improving 

your health and fitness, thus producing long term enjoyment and benefit to you and those around you. 

 Poet/Author Maya Angelou once wrote: "You can't use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have." 

In other words, creativity is the gift that keeps on giving. 

 Still you must realize that this create space can not be found in a crowd. As Mahershal ali said when receiving 

his best supporting actor Oscar, "Social media has colonized what was once a sacred space occupied by emptiness: the 

space reserved for thought and creativity." 

 So in essence, the "sacred space" of true creativity is in our solitude, in our quiet unplugged moments, in our 

mental space where we move beyond potential and realize the real life that we were born to live.   

 No truer words were ever spoken when American Psychologist Dr. Rollo May said that "In order to be open to 

creativity, one must have the capacity for constructive use of solitude. One must overcome the fear of being alone." 

 

 guest message  
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Know Your Neighbor 
 

Assalamu'alaikum - Greetings of Peace, 
 
Maintaining family relations and the bonds of kinship (silatur
-rahim) indeed enjoys extraordinary importance in Islam. 
Conversely, severing the ties (qata-ur-rahim), is very high on 
the list of enormities/major-sins (kaba'ir). 
 
In several places in the Holy Quran, Allah(God) has cursed 
the one severing family ties or the one causing families to be 
broken apart. 
 
"Whoever breaks the covenant of Allah(God) after its con-
firmation and cut asunder what Allah (God) has ordered 
to be joined, and make mischief in the land, these it is that 
are the (Khasir) losers" .  (Surah al-Baqarah, Chapter titled 
The Cow 2:27) 
 
In the Quranic terminology when the word KhǕsir (loser) is 
used it denotes the one who is to be in loss, or rather the one 
who is cursed. 

 
ñAnd those who break the covenant of Allah (God), after its ratification, and sever that which Allah 
(God) has commanded to be joined (i.e. they sever the bond of kinship and are not good to their rela-
tives) and work mischief in the land, on them is the curse, and for them is the unhappy home (i.e. 
Hell)ò (Suratul Ar-Rad - Chapter titled Thunder 13:25). 
 
"But if you held command, you were sure to make mischief in the land and cut off the ties of kinship. 
Those it is whom Allah(God) has cursed, so He has made them deaf and blinded their eyes."  (Surah -
Chapter Muhammad, 47:22-23) 
 
The Prophet Muhammed (SAAWS-Peace Be Upon Him) stated in no uncertain terms: ñThere is no sin 
more deserving of having punishment meted out by Allah (God) to its perpetrator in advance in this world 
along with what He stores up for him in the next world than oppression and causing the severing of ties of 
family.ò [Tirmidhi]. 
 
The Arabic term Rahim (family ties/relations) has its linguistic origins in the word Rihm - which means the 
womb of the mother.  With this in mind we can understand another Prophetic saying which highlights the 
high stakes involved here in a compelling way: ñRahim (family relations/ties) is a word derived from one of 
Allah's(God's) Most Beautiful Names -  Ar-Rahman (The Compassionate One) And Allah (God) says: óI 
shall keep connection with him who maintains you (sacred relations of the womb) and sever connection 
with him who severs you (sacred and inviolable realtions of the womb).ôò [Bukhari] 
 
Think, reflect, pray and act NOW in accordance with the importan t message from the 
Parliament of World Religions  below.  
 
wa'salamu'alaikum- Peace 
 
Your Brother in Faith and Humanity, 
 
Saffet A. Catovic  

 
Imam and Muslim Chaplain, Drew University 
Member of the Climate Action Task Force of the Parliament of World Religions 
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You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council 

for:  
 

A Time of Interfaith Worship and Fellowship 

Save the Date!  

July 25, 2018  

 
80 West Grand Street 

Elizabeth, NJ 07202 

(908 354-3040 

 

Please Reserve Now! 
 

E-mail or phone your RSVP to: 

UCInterfaith@caunj.org  

(908) 354-3040 x4324 

First United Methodist Church 
117 Ferris Place Å  Westfield, NJ  

 

6:30P6:30Pðð7:30P7:30P  
 

Light Refreshments following worship  ~   Sign-in begins at 6:00P 
Bring along a blanket to sit on!  ~    Mingle with your interfaith neighbors! 

(In the event of rain, we will move indoors) 
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June 10, 2018 §North Jersey Pride, Memorial Park, Maplewood NJ 

Houses of Worship showed up for 

North Jersey Pride to welcome those of 

the LGBTQIA+ community seeking a 
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June 28, 2018 at the Elizabeth Detention Center UCICC hosted a 

candlelight vigil to keep immigrant families together.  
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Community Access Unlimited 
80 W. Grand St. Å  Elizabeth, NJ 07202  

9am9am--3pm3pm  
 

Join us for panel discussions & gain resources to make a beloved community. 

You are Invited to Join the Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council for our 

Women of Faith Conference: 

Making a Beloved Community:  

ñTogether We Stand Divided We Fall!ò 

Save the Date!
September 29, 

2018  

Please Reserve Now! 
 

Register on Eventbrite or phone your RSVP to: 

https://uciccwomenoffaithconference.eventbrite.com 

(908) 354-3040 x4324 

Temple of God Church  

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY  

SUNDAY BEST CELEBRATION  

 
July 15, 2018�v Sunday 

Bring Your Praise! Your Testimony! 
Dinner @ 2:30pm-3:30pm 

 
ROAD SIGNS OF LIFE�² PANEL SERVICE 

   At 4:00 PM 
 
 

 

1318 E. St. Georges Ave.,  Linden 
Pastor Sheila Fall, Dr. 

908-994-9797 


