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About the Union County
Interfaith Coordinating Council
Our Mission
UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH
COORDINATING COUNCIL
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Rahway
Sidney Blanchard
Executive Director of CAU
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
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The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council works to facilitate regular
interfaith meetings in order to make way for the building of bonds within the
interfaith community.
We respect and encourage the inclusion and welcoming of others regardless
of faith, race or disability. We strive to be proactive on social issues.

Our Goals
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To grow the network of faith-based organizations in Union County.
To encourage representatives from all faiths to join the Interfaith
Coordinated Council including those of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
Islamic, and other faiths.
To be engaged in:
1. Community Building within faith-based organizations and the
general Union County population.
2. The advancement of Social Justice.
3. The intentional inclusion of others regardless of gender, faith,
race.
To be active in activities that are inclusive and community building.

Our Objectives





Sponsor regular engagement opportunities that facilitate the building
of bonds within the Union County interfaith community and their
congregations.
Strengthen the Union County religious congregations through
involvement, action and education in self-help.
Build working relationships between Union County religious
organizations and Community Access Unlimited that create
opportunities for youth and people with disabilities and their support
staff.

Potential Advantages to Joining the Interfaith Community








Develop interfaith solidarity.
Avail yourself of increased visibility within the interfaith community
and build opportunities to share educational and community events.
with the group.
Build religious membership.
Gain exposure for you and fellow congregation members to
educational opportunities regarding entitlements, housing, and other
services, including but not limited to: programs for seniors, youth,
people with physical and developmental disabilities, etc..
Create full and part time employment opportunities for congregation
members with CAU.
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message
from the Chaplain
Who is Our Neighbor?
The real question for me is “What does love require of us. And who is my neighbor?”
I think those are two really important questions because if our neighbor is just the people that live next to us in the
suburbs, then I think that defines the question differently than if our neighbor is the kid growing up in Plainfield or Elizabeth
that does not have food to eat, proper education, or clothes to wear. So I think that one of our challenges is that we will
never really make any progress in knowing our neighbor unless we get to know them personally. Fundamentally, it is a
relational disconnect of what it means to love our neighbor as ourselves. That’s why I began by saying that at the heart of this
is an ethic of love. To love our neighbor as ourselves redefines our possessions. And what that means of us – I think that’s the
beautiful ramifications, right … like, can you love your enemy and simultaneously prepare to kill them? To “love our
neighbor” in the early Church meant that you don’t have a right to have more than you need while someone else has less. And
across the board, they said things like “If you have two coats, you’ve stolen one.”
CS Lewis said that loving God and loving our neighbor are like two blades of scissors. They don’t work very well
without each other. So that radical ethic has ramifications, but it’s rooted in a love for Jesus and a love for our neighbor that
redefines how we think of us and how we think of what is enough.
Martin Luther King Jr. said: “We’re called to be the Good Samaritan and lift our neighbor out of the ditch.”
But after you lift so many people out of the ditch, you start to say, “Maybe the whole road to Jericho needs to be
transformed.” We cannot just swat at the mosquitoes, we have to do something about the swamp that is producing them. As
long as we uncritically care for victims, the systems will continue to produce victims. That’s why charity has to lead to
justice, otherwise we just end up accommodating injustice with our philanthropy and volunteerism. In fact, sometimes charity
is a way we quell our guilt but do little to change our lifestyle, much less challenge systemic injustice or take on the
principalities and powers. CS Lewis said that loving God and loving our neighbor are like two blades of scissors. They don’t
work very well without each other.
As we mature, we get to ask new questions, deeper fundamental questions about poverty and violence — and not just
respond to the symptoms. Few can just give people food, But what if we started asking why people are hungry? You know the
old give someone a fish and they eat for a day, teach them to fish they eat for their life — and then there is more. You start
saying, “Who owns the pond?” “Who polluted the pond?” “Why does a fishing license cost so stinking much?”
The great thing about being apart the Interfaith Community is that we can feel like we are part of something bigger
and more holistic than ourselves. We are more together than any of us is on our own. Some people will love feeding people.
Others will love tearing down the gates around the pond. Regardless, we celebrate that each is critically important and
incomplete without the other.
One of the things we have really wrestled with this year is the gun violence. So we should try to teach kids conflict
resolution and nonviolence as we see it exemplified in Jesus and the cross. And eventually, you will also start to ask, “Where
are they getting the guns?”
It’s all about having imagination and creativity as we interact with the patterns of injustice and oppression. Faith is
alive and well and it is emerging in this post-religious right America. And it is arising from a generation that is convinced that
we cannot settle for a faith that uses our belief as a ticket into heaven and an excuse to ignore the hells around us. And it
comes from a growing movement of believers that not only care about people, but are genuinely and intimately in love with
God. People care about the fragile world we live in. They are reading their scriptures in one hand and the newspaper in the
other and asking, ‘How does my faith affect the way I live?’ And by this we know WHO are neighbors are…everyone.

- Chaplain Erich Kussman/CAU/PTS
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Member Spotlight
PASTOR NICOLAS J JOSE
I am thankful to the Lord for the privilege of making use of this space to expose in the lines below, a
Deuteronomic ministry, which for decades has been vividly engaged me in proclaiming the gospel of JesusChrist in the US and in Haiti. In fact, my academic concentrations in religion, education, community development, organization, and the related experiences gained from each distinct field, have largely contributed in
building my conviction that an integrated faith would be best fitted for present and future generations, to face
the economic and professional challenges of the New World Order. In this respect, my wife and I have found
New York and New Jersey to be convenient milieu for effective preaching and teaching, considering their multilingual and demographical constituency. I was born and schooled from elementary to graduate by the Seventh Day Adventist church. However, I receive my educational trainings from: City University of New York
(CUNY), Teachers College (Columbia University) and Andrews University. These schools have somehow
fashioned my professional orientation from local to cosmopolitan. Perceptibly, they have built up a steward of
God’s mystery.
In Haiti for instance, I work as church minister, Chairman of Language Department and professor of
religion and education for the SDA University. Also, I work as academic dean, member of the Board of trustees and professor for the State University of Haiti. Moreover, as community developer and organizer, I have
been able to institute and lead the Federation of the Protestant Schools of Haiti from 1989 to 2005. In that capacity, I have been able to train thousand of ministers, principals, teachers as stakeholders of a group of 3467
schools, renovate and build hundreds of schools all over the country, create protestant book stores and libraries
in each department. In 1993, I have accepted a call to do the same work for the entire private sector of Education of Haiti as executive Director.
In the United States, I work mostly for the States of New York and New Jersey: I taught Mathematics,
foreign languages and Special Education for the Board of Education of New York. But my ministry in the
USA, began in New Jersey: In summer 1980, I was invited by Salem SDA Church, to preach a week of revival. In 1983, right after my graduation from the graduate school of religion of Andrews University, I was
invited by the same church to lead and preach an evangelistic crusade for one month, around Elizabeth. From
1984 to 1986, I worked as minister for Bethlehem French SDA church, in 2007, I was called to lead Galilee
church in Asbury Park. In 2008, My wife and I, accompanied by our three daughters: Aurely, Dorie Mae and
Lorie Mae; we discovered that there was no English or French SDA church in Rahway, we endeavored to organize a bilingual SDA church, which is EPHESUS ADVENTIST WORSHIP CENTER. At EPHESUS, we
emphasize: The sabbath or the 7th day of the week as the only day of rest, based on Genesis 2: 1-3, the great
commission of Matthew 28: 18 - 20 and the fundamental beliefs of the SDA church.
This year marks our tenth anniversary. Our membership is sometimes unstable, due to the economic
and social hardship of some members and the unescapable movement of the young people to find appropriate
colleges and nearby work places as they further their educational and professional plans. However, as a
Deuteronomic steward of the mysteries of God, I feel and sense the constant manifestation of the Holy-Spirit
and this has attested all along the type of ministry which I exercise in church development, education and community development. Through this ministry, God has greatly blessed my entire family and all stakeholders
whom He set apart to share and enjoy such a privilege. Our short-term goal is to be able to purchase a building
which will accommodate the church settings, a community service, a professional school and a space for the
minister and his family to live peacefully. For this, we request prayers and supports.
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Know Your Neighbor
Welcome to “Know Your Neighbor”, a section intended to give the Interfaith Community a Glimpse into the many
facets of religion. Each faith has many facets that bring with it different experiences, practices, and beliefs even though
we may find Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, or Judaism at the core. We are all diverse and to Make a Beloved Community we must build a foundation of understanding our rich diversity as far as religious practices and daily
experiences for those walking in faith. It is our hope that you will submit informative articles or firsthand experiences
to help us all to Know Our Neighbor’s and Make a Beloved Community. Forward your submissions to UCInterfaith@caunj.org.

Dear Neighbor,
If you knew me, you would know that I am
an immigrant who came to America from
Alexandria, Egypt. I settled with my husband initially in North Eastern Philadelphia for three years. Then we moved to NJ,
and we have been here ever since. I am an
American Muslim and an engineer by
trade. I have three children who were all
born and raised in America.
I worked as a Principal Engineer at Ortho
Tarik Abdala & Seham Abdala
Clinical Diagnostics (OCD), a Johnson &
Places of worship: Islamic Society of Central Jersey &
New Brunswick Islamic Center
Johnson (J&J) company for over twenty
Neighborhood: Milltown, New Jersey
years. While at J&J, I started the
“Association of Middle Eastern and North African Heritage (AMENAH)” affinity
group chapter at OCD. AMENAH is an Arabic word which means “trustworthy”. I
led this group and interacted with the many other affinity groups of diverse backgrounds. I was very active and passionate about the Diversity and Inclusion
awareness programs at J&J.
I took early retirement from J&J and started NJ Islamic Networks Group (NJING), a local chapter of a national organization based in San Jose CA. I am a volunteer acting as the executive director, board member, and a certified speaker.
ING promotes tolerance and understanding of Islam and other religions through
presentations and multi-faith panels in schools, temples, and civic organizations.
The organization’s basic objective regarding schools is to provide administrators
and teachers with a reliable resource about the basic tenets of Muslim faith and to
complement the study of Islam in the context of World History and Social Sciences.
Additionally, ING provides cultural diversity seminars about Muslims that are tailored for Healthcare Professionals, Law Enforcement Officers, and Corporate Managers.
I do believe that a deeper understanding of different religions and cultures contributes to peace and harmony in the community and the world at large.

Mrs. Seham Abdala
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Dear Neighbor,
If you knew me you’d really know my desire to be a
good neighbor. So much so that when I moved in I anticipated some nervous neighbors. You see, my Islamic faith
has caused fear in some and hatred in others.
My two daughters were raised with many races and
faiths, primarily within our own family. That’s why we
were excited to move into a very mixed neighborhood.
However, this didn’t prepare our block for a Muslim
family, especially after 9/11.
So shortly after moving in, my young
daughters and I went door to door with
written invitations for a meet and
greet at our home. We were excited
about meeting our new neighbors. It
had become dark and we were half up the block. While walking up a driveway
a neighbor drove in. Nervously, exiting her car she wanted to know who we
were and what did we want. She not only seemed fearful of us but a bit annoyed. I explained to her we were new on the block and wanted to invite her
family to our home for a meet and greet. Her face softened a little, but she still
exhibited fear.
Miniimah Bilal– Shakir
House of Worship: Masjid Ali K. Muslim II
Member of Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom
Neighborhood: Hillside, New Jersey

Only 8 or 9 neighbors attended our meet and greet. Mostly the neighbors on
either side of us and across the street who had observed us for a couple of
weeks.
So now 20 years later, we got to know most of the neighbors who were as we
had asked for them to be our village. They watched and yes had some participation in our girls upbringing.
Therefore to know this Muslim family was to truly know a very hardworking
mother of 2 girls, one of which has special needs, and a father who also
worked 6 days a week. Our neighbors became friendly and we supported each
other. Invites to barbeques , birthday parties, assisting with shoveling snow
and occasional watching homes while a neighbor was on vacation.
When you build a relationship with a neighbor it is hard to hate or dislike
them.

Miniimah Bilal– Shakir
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Dear Neighbor,
Did you know?!
According to a recent survey conducted by AARP, over one third of older
adults in America are experiencing pervasive loneliness. This equates to
over 42.6 million older adults in the country being impacted by social isolation, with its number increasing every year. Loneliness and social isolation
aren’t just the newest buzz words making their way across the healthcare
field, it is a serious issue that can have a detrimental impact on a person’s
mental and physical health.
Although research is still developing surrounding the intricacies on exactly
how loneliness influences physical health; it is certain that it’s negative. Social isolation is associated with increased mortality, and negative health
behaviors such as substance use, lack of physical exercise, poor dietary
choices and smoking. This results in higher instances of diabetes, high blood
pressure, and some studies suggest an increased susceptibility to cognitive
health disorders like dementia. With a growing number of adults reaching
older adulthood, it is imperative now more than ever to understand this
public health issue and learn how to combat it within our own
community.
Many of us are fortunate to live in communities where indicators of social
isolation will be noticed. Oh you’re feeling sick? Let me stop by with some
chicken soup … Did you see Jack at services today? He’s usually here by
now, I’ll check up on him … Yet many, many people in our own communities can be overlooked and ignored, or are simply not in a position to ask
for the help that they need. Loneliness is not something concrete, it’s not as
simple as a bill that has to be paid, or a medicine that should be taken.
Loneliness and perceived loneliness are multilayered and can present itself
for any number of reasons.
Previously social adults may experience isolation for any number of reasons. Their circle of friends begins to dwindle, they become widowed, it becomes increasingly difficult to leave the home as physical frailty worsens.
For those who have experienced significant hardship or trauma in their
lives loneliness can exacerbate latent symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder thereby putting them at even further risk of developing social isolation.
Continued on next page
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Here are some tips that everyone can do to prevent social isolation in the older
adults in their lives:
• Offer a ride to a doctor’s appointment. Knowing that they have someone to call
to take them to a medical appointment will promote ease of anxiety, trust, and
comfort knowing that they will be taken care of.
• Invite them to community events. Church art night? Bingo night at the senior
center? If you know about things that are going on, give them a call and invite
them, even if you know they won’t go. The feeling of inclusion will work wonders.
• Ask to go for a walk around the block. This might be harder to do in winter
time, but don’t underestimate the impact of fresh air and good company. Many
older adults love to walk, but due to impaired mobility they may be scared of
going out alone. Offer an arm.
• Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Chances are, if they are very socially isolated, they don’t have a good support system. If you have a good relationship
with this person, don’t be afraid to ask about who they call in case of an
emergency or if they have family for them to rely on.
• Know your community resources. There are many wonderful agencies that
provide service and support to older adults. At JFS of Central NJ and Lifelong
Elizabeth, we receive phone calls every day from concerned neighbors, friends
or relatives. In many cases, these connections have helped us provide emergency financial assistance, help them apply for benefits, or receive friendly visits.
If you believe that you have a neighbor who is experiencing social isolation,
please reach out!
There are many resources and guides to help you experience life at its full capacity. Reach out to
someone that you trust: a community agency, a friend, relative or a member
of the clergy.
Thank you,
Your Older Adult Neighbor
Written on behalf of your
older adult neighbor by,
Alyssa Reiner, MSW, LSW
Jewish Family Service of
Central NJ
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Faith in Action
M e m o r i a l H e l d f o r P a r k l a nd H i g h S c ho o l v i c t i m s o n 3 / 1 4 / 1 8
“ N a t i o na l Sc ho o l W a l k o ut ” a t S t J o hn t he B a pt i s t E p i s c o pa l C h ur c h ,
L i n de n N J
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Faith in Action
M a rch 2 9 , 2 0 1 8 C o mmu n i ty Ac ce s s Un l i mi t ed h el d a
P a s s o v e r & E a s te r Cel eb ra ti o n D i n n e r

Members of the
Community Access
Unlimited (CAU) Family
gather to learn about
Passover & Easter
through readings as well
as worship. They even
enjoyed a special violin
performance by
Rebekah Stickler. This
event was made
possible through the
participation by
Chaplain Erich Kussman
(CAU Religious
Services), Rabbi Joel
Abraham (Temple
Shalom), Jon
Torgrimsen (Music &
Worship Minister at
Holy Cross Lutheran
Church ), CAU, & UCICC.
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Dear Neighbor,
If you really knew me you'd know...
That what didn’t break me, has actually shaped me. As per the roads towards this moment... The road
hasn’t always been easy for me to navigate nor is it easy to navigate now, but it’s all good.
You see I was never planned for or made preparations for. My biological father was what they call a
rolling stone, and my mom was a naive born transplant out of the south barely out of her teen years.
My mom came to the north with a desire to have what she wanted more than what she planned for...
a family to love and a family to love her back.
Intentions on my mom’s part as a whole were great, but planning and management were challenging
to say the least. I believe that my biological father whom I know little about, was also gifted but prone
to hasty decisions and indiscretions which produced more kids than I know about to this day.
There were times earlier on in my life that shaped this a need for acceptance. The means of which to
attain the desired effect were a spiraling attraction to “Street life.” Yearning for my mom’s attention
was far fleeting because her own shortcomings and now seething from an abusive male figure whom I
always called dad. Just a footnote here... I love him dearly now.
Now with my respect for authority (particularly males) shattered, a lack and sense of family values
and structure, a lack of interest in succeeding in academics it sprung years of a seeming downward
spiral further and further from a life of any young man. It would ultimately fuel a life long struggle
with a subculture of drugs and criminality for the next 38 years of my life.
There’s many blanks left out like abuse of many chords from those entrusted to care for me, along
with a birds eye view of law enforcement at my parents door every week because of constant fighting
and drunkenness. It seemed like my world was sped up out of necessity and my education in “the
streets” grew out of proportion.
It’s been a journey to say the least but the transparency of a life lived now as an open book is just
what’s needed to not only heal, but also used as a vehicle to help others of likeminded struggles heal as
well.
There’s a scripture that says, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.” Psalm 119:71
In the same passage earlier it’s says, “Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy
word.” Psalm 119:67
I am so encouraged by these scriptures and many more like them. It not only speaks to my inner being, but it also prescribes to me that affliction although hard to bear whether involuntary or otherwise, affliction has it benefits.
Two points and I will close this letter.
Affliction has the possibility to...
Reorders your values...
I’ve had the privilege to learn from many who have now mentored me and taken interest in me. Not
only when I was much more together, but mostly when I was a mess. This is big for me because that
lack of trust I had all my life has now taken on a new mantle of restored value in God, and the tremendous value of the people He has exposed me to. “Someone says to me all the time, it’s not necessary to be the smartest man in the room. If so you might want to find another room. I’ve come to realize the value of integrity in your relationships with others.
I cherish the great possibilities of each new day and that’s a far stretch from the younger man who
seemed to sabotage any semblance of normalcy and progress.
Lastly…
Affliction has the possibility to...
Reestablishes your purpose...
One thing in closing that has happened for me is a selflessness that says somebody might need what
you have. Someone might need to hear your story... someone might need you to share your struggles...
and heal in your hope. You see I haven’t arrived by no means, yet my hope is built on nothing less.
Yes, God has done, is doing, and will do great things in my life. I’m far from perfect by a long shot, but
I’m alive because of His Grace, and His Divine Purpose.
I’m fulfilled to know that maybe someone might read this and know that it may get dark, it may
seem bleak, and you may even be afflicted. But know one thing according to these scriptures...
IT’S ALL GOOD, BECAUSE IT’S ALL GOD.

A Work in Progress
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Dear Neighbor,
The school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas HS in Parkland, FL has shaken
me. I am just as moved as I was after the Sandy Hook killing of elementary
school students 5 years ago. This unfathomable violence has followed me to FL. It
is bad luck to be caught in the line of fire, but we citizens are all targets.
I was a college professor and high school teacher in New Jersey for 12
years. Many teachers, at some point in their career, are subject to student
threats. Ask any teacher. All of us can point to a handful of past students who
we felt could have thought the same way as Mr. Cruz - revenge for all the insults
he believes he has endured while at the school. We now have to ask ourselves who
among that handful of students could be capable of planning and carrying out
such an execution of willful and random violence.
While Congress and State legislators are usually hamstrung on what to do, people
at or close to a school should be thinking about solutions. The proposal to bring in
armed guards, or to train teachers to shoot and allow them to bring in weapons,
would be a mistake. Using teachers as gunmen is ludicrous, and the presence of
visibly-armed guards is off-putting, at best. It is dangerous to think that meeting
fire-with-fire is the way to go when civilians are present. Police try to not put citizens at risk if they have alternative means to control the situation, such as hostage negotiations, smoke or noise infiltration, sharpshooters, etc. More guns bring
more bullets, more injuries, and more deaths.
Look, there is very little that could be done once an out-of-control shooter is on the
premises without creating more problems and deaths. Clearly, the only way public
places and schools could be relatively safe is if guns and potential shooters stay
miles apart. Here are my recommendations to lawmakers to help do this:
(1) Children should not have guns. They are not ready for the responsibility,
unless totally trained and controlled (e.g. while in military service).
(2) Many others should not have access to guns either. Besides the obvious
(convicted felons, gang members, mentally ill patients, dishonorably discharged
veterans, people on terrorist watch lists or no fly lists, people who have posted
threats on social media), judges should have the right to suspend gun licenses and
take guns away from those who have verbally threatened others (e.g., those under
restraining orders).
(3) Civilians should not own automatic weapons, nor the means to create such
weapons. The second amendment was written when muskets shot 3 bullets per
minute and handguns held 6 bullets.
(4) If I had my way, I would carry that ban to semi-automatic weapons, but at
a minimum, semi-automatic magazines should be limited in size (typical 10 round
magazine) with extended time to replace a spent magazine with a new one. This
might give time for people to tackle the intruder or get the hell away.
Of course there may be other measures which would also help keep us safe. While I
realize that people kill people, I would rather have a knife coming at me than an
AR-15. Maybe that's just me. So, I sign petitions to lawmakers. I now do business
at the stores that have taken a gun control stand (e.g, I went into Dick’s Sporting
Goods, bought some items, and told the manager and every employee I could that I
was shopping there because they are removing semi-automatics from their
stores). Perhaps we citizens can gain control by controlling the flow of
money. I’m hoping. It’s just too bizarre for me to believe that people, including
gun owners, want weapons of war to be on American streets.
Dr. Peter Astor
Teacher, Ret.
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Dear Neighbor,

Graham Rockford
House of Worship:

Hi, my name is Graham Rockford. I have blue
eyes and brown hair and autism. My dad
said this is autism awareness month. I have
a hard time expressing my emotions, but I
am great at building legos. I go to the Arc
with my roommate. My dad said I am a
young man now. I like to swim and hope to
go to California. If you knew me, you may
want to go the movies with me. I want to see
all the Marvel characters.

Dear Operation Warm Heart Leaders and Volunteers,
I would like to cordially invite you to this year’s Operation
Warm Heart Volunteer Appreciation Dinner taking place on
Thursday, April 19, 2018 from 5:30 P.M. to 8 P.M. at 118
Division St. Elizabeth, NJ 07201.
This year’s dinner is being strategically held on National Volunteer Appreciation Week. Our goal is to channel the many
gatherings happening nationwide to honor and celebrate all of
the volunteers that make our communities thrive in peace,
unity, and love, including you.
As the leader of your church, temple, or mosque and as a volunteer, donor, or partner you have made a great impact on
homelessness relief in Union County for the 15th season of Operation Warm Heart. We would like to thank you for giving
your time, talent, and heart to our cause. We hope that you may
join us in this event so that we may shine a light on your generosity and kindness.
Finally, we would like to respectfully request your RSVP by April 16th, 2018 with Erica by e-mail at
erodriguez@theelizabethcoalition.org or by phone at 908-355-2060 ext. 304.
14
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Know Your Neighbor
Share Your Story and enjoy your favorite cup of tea.

Wednesday, April 18, 2018
5:30 pm to 8 pm
Rahway Family Success Center
796 E. Hazelwood Ave., Rahway NJ 07065
Registration: Search for us online on Eventbrite or go to:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/know-your-neighbor-share-your-story-tickets-43754817838?aff=es2

Free admission, just bring your smile!
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FAITH INTO ACTION
Are you a Union County citizen searching for a faith
community within which to worship?
Perhaps we have what you are looking for!
This is an opportunity for you to meet representatives from a variety of houses of worship
within Union county, and learn what they are all about!
Please join us as clergy and congregation members from all different faiths meet and welcome members of the community.
The Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council invites you to an interfaith reception on:

Thursday, May 3, 2018, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Suburban Golf Club, 1730 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ
Will you Join us?
Please contact us at:

Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council
c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4371-Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org

HEALTHY PLANET,
HEALTHY YOU!
Come learn how to
build a healthier
planet and healthier
congregation!

SAVE THE DATE:
May 15, 2018 5:30pm-8pm
St John the Baptist Episcopal Church,
2018 Dewitt Terrace - Linden, NJ 07036
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THANK YOU FROM UCICC!
UCICC would like to give a special thanks to
Sardar Tea for their generous donation of tea
for the Know Your Neighbor Event being
held on April 18, 2018.
To learn more about Sardar Tea please visit
their website at. http://www.sardartea.com/

Who Are We
Pneuma Life School of Ministry (PLSM) is an affiliate of Agape Family Worship Center and in partnership with
Oral Roberts University’s School of Lifelong Learning Education. It is dedicated to the preparation of men and
women for the manifold ministries of Christ and His Church.
What Do We Offer
PLSM offers courses to help students achieve a 33-credit Diploma of Theological Studies. Students can receive
a short-term specialized 19-credit certificate in one of the following areas: Christian Workers Certificate, Christian
Education Certificate, Biblical Studies Certificate, Christian Missions Certificate, General Theological Studies Certificate and our newly offered Christian Care Giving Certificate.
What Are the Costs
Application Fee
Registration Fee
Tuition
Non-Matriculation Tuition
Book/Supplies

$ 50.00
$ 25.00
$125.00 per credit/$375.00 per 3-credit course
$ 62.50 per credit/$187.50 per 3-credit course
Cost vary and are not included in Tuition

Where to Get More Information
Applications are currently available by contacting us via e-mail at
omcneill@agapecenter.org or pneumalifeschool@yahoo.com.
Administrative Staff
Dr. Odessa McNeill, Academic Dean
Janice D. Williams, Registrar
We are located at: Agape Family Worship Center
501 E. Hazelwood Avenue
Rahway, NJ07065
732-680-9800- Ext. 105
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Caged by the New Jersey Prison Cooperative, directed by Jerrell Henderson, will be performed from May 3
to May 20 at The Passage Theater in Trenton, New Jersey. The play was written by students in the New Jersey
prison system taught by the Rev. Chris Hedges. Rev. Hedges, along with the Rev. Michael Granzen, runs the
prison ministry at Second Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
The play revolves around one African-American family in Newark and their struggle to hold at bay the economic and social forces that seek to destroy them. It tells the story of the cages, visible and invisible, that keep
poor people of color in bondage inside and outside of prison. It chronicles the struggle to resist this radical evil. It
lifts up the voices of those we rarely hear in the wider society to celebrate the dignity and spiritual strength of the
oppressed that is at the core of the Christian Gospel.
Since the play was written in 2013 inside the New Jersey prison system it has undergone several revisions.
Public readings have been held. It has been workshopped by three times by professional actors in New York City.
Rev. Hedges has worked closely during the last four years with several of his students, especially Boris Franklin,
who have been released to refine and focus the play for the stage. Writers, the formerly incarcerated, academics,
actors and directors, including the theater directors Jeff Wise, C. Ryanne Domingues and June Ballinger, the film
director Marty Brest, actor Eunice Wong, the theologian James Cone and former Black Liberation Army member
Ojore Lutalo, who spent 22 years in isolation in Trenton, have attended workshops and critiqued the play to give
shape to its current form.
Caged is a passionate, moving and unequivocal cry for justice. It rips open the barbarity of our penal system. It makes us feel the human cost. It is a searing indictment of our society by men and women who the state has
demonized, discarded and attempted to silence.

For more information on purchasing tickets hurry over to http://passagetheatre.org/caged/
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Religious Services at CAU
There has been some exciting things taking place at CAU!
We have started a new initiative for the members of the CAU community to
experience religious worship.
This ministry is geared towards the DD community and also to the TOP’s youth program.
There has been approximately 40-50 members that attend, and it has been a blessing to be able to serve this beloved community.
I would like to extend an invitation for you to speak at our religious services. These services are held on
Saturdays at 11:00am and at 1:00pm and are an hour long. This an interfaith endeavor is open to all faith
traditions and houses of worship. If you can provide worship, a positive inspirational message, and most of all, and a heart to serve.

Our objectives are:
1. To provide a safe space for our members to worship God
2. To foster spiritual growth through the diverse understandings of God
3. To build up the community in faith, hope, and love
If you would like to volunteer in this amazing ministerial opportunity or find
out more, please contact
Chaplain Erich Kussman at EKussman@caunj.org.
About Chaplain Erich Kussman
Chaplain Erich Kussman is a graduate of Pillar College and received a Bachelor's Degree in Biblical Studies. He
is pursuing a Masters in Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary and is seeking candidacy in the ELCA. He
is on the Steering committee of the UCICC. He is an author, activist, and public speaker. He grew up in Plainfield, New Jersey. He has articles published in magazines such as "First Things" and "Conspire!" He has years of
experience in prison ministry. He desires to be the change he wishes to see in the world by doing God's will.
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Community Access Unlimited welcomes those with a big heart!
Due to our continuing expansion, there are a
number of full time and part time openings for those
interested in guiding people with disabilities and youth at risk who
are on the road to independence.
For those looking for part-time positions, CAU offers
available house on the weekends and overnights!
Minimum requirements are:

CAU Hosts a weekly
Open House
Mondays from 4 PM -6
PM
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ
07202
Don’t forget your resume and
come prepared to fill out an application





Valid driver’s license
Access to vehicle daily to use for work purpose
Original High School Diploma/GED/College Degree

Experience working with individuals with developmental
disabilities and/or youth at risk are a plus! Of course
compassion for the work and a flexible schedule is also
required when providing support to our members.
Working at CAU is not just a job but a career! We offer
promotional opportunities for employees, competitive salaries and a
comprehensive benefits package to full time employees!

To make an appointment, please call an
HR representative at (908) 354-3040 ext
4203. If you are unable to attend the open Please take the time to visit our agency website www.caunj.org for

UCICC –CAU
COMMUNITY HELP LINE
DO YOU NEED HELP WITH FOOD? HOME HEALTH OR PERSONAL CARE
HOME AND PROPERTY CARE
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Call CAU’s Information and Referral Office at
908-354-3040 [X 4272] for answers and resources.
CAU’s community service mission includes providing direct services to people in need as well as
information on how to locate services provided by other agencies.
This month we highlight one of CAU services available to qualified recipients in our Union
County communities.
1] Free home delivered meals [6 week program; one meal per person per day] for Union County
residents who are US citizens and their families who need food and who are:
*Age 59 or younger [head of household]; *Living in low income households;
* Unable to access adequate food for themselves and their families.
* Documents and interview are required to qualify.
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UCICC Outreach Coordinating Team

Sidney Blanchard,
Executive Director
Community Access Unlimited
sblanchard@caunj.org

Roderick (Rod) Spearman
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
rspearman@caunj.org

Pastor Howard A. Bryant,
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
hbryant@caunj.org

Pastor Carmine Pernini
UCICC Interfaith Coordinator
cpernini@caunj.org
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community
 Invite

AH ‘Skip’ Winter
UCICC Steering
Committee Member

Michelle Mobley
CAU Director of Youth
Service Residential
mmobley@caunj.org

Charlene Walker
UCICC Administrative Assistant

cwalker@caunj.org
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Contact Rod Spearman at 908
Advertise in the UCICC Newsletter!
Have an exciting event or program happening?
Reach out and build bonds with members of the interfaith community in
Union County by advertising in this newsletter!
Please send all print-ready ads to Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org
by the 13th of every month to save a space!
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324 • Email: UCInterfaith@caunj.org

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyInterfaithCoordinatingCouncil
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80 West Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: 908-354-3040 TTY/TTD: 908-354-4629
Fax: 908-354-2665 www.caunj.org

Community Access Unlimited’s Mission: To provide community access through effective and
comprehensive support services for people with disabilities and at-risk youth, giving them the opportunity
to live independently and to lead normal and productive lives in the community.

UCICC & STEERING COMMITTEE
UPCOMING EVENTS
UCICC Steering Committee
April 5, 2018 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

Full UCICC Event
Know Your Neighbor; Know My Story
Date: April 18, 2018 at 6pm
Location: Rahway Family Success Center
796 E. Hazelwood Ave Rahway, NJ 07065

See Right side
UCICC Steering Committee
May 3, 2018 at 10:00am
80 W. Grand Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Full UCICC Event
Green Faith Meeting
Date: May 17, 2018 at 6pm
Location:

See Right side
UCICC Steering Committee
June, 7, 2018 at 10:00am
80 W Grand St
Elizabeth NJ 07202

Full UCICC Event
Date: TBD
Location: TBD

Rod Spearman
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council
c/o Community Access Unlimited
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Phone: (908) 354-3040 x4324
Email: rspearman@caunj.org or UCInterfaith@caunj.org
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