
 The following states were represented at 
the Region IX Meeting: 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

Election Results: 
− Chair Alvin Cox (NJ) 
− Chair Elect Sidney Blanchard 

(NJ) 
− Vice Chair Paul Spangler (PA) 
− Secretary Bonnie Minick (PA) 
− Treasurer Mary Sower (MD) 
− Member-at-Large Sid Katz &  

 Karolina Scutari (NJ) 
− Assembly Representatives  

 Nancy Kirchner &  
 Todd Wilson (MD) 

Treasurer Report: 
− Checking $10,342.78 
− Savings $     949.44 
− CD $  4,640.40 

 

Action Plans: 
 Action Plans must be completed by each 
entity that wants to meet, each state chapter 
needs to submit an action plan to the National 
Office; this will show that your chapter is active.  
National will also issue rebates to active chap-
ters who submit action plans.  If you need addi-
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Excerpts from Region IX Business 
Meeting Minutes: 

AAMR held its 129th Annual National Con-
ference on September 21st and on September 
22nd Region IX held its annual business meeting.  
I’m proud to announce that the following states 
were represented at the annual business meeting:  
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Vir-
ginia.  Although all states were not represented, it 
does show that there still is a lot of commitment 
from the region to remain active and to continue 
to present workshops and conferences which fo-
cus on the delivery of best practices; and also a 
commitment to the continuation to advocate and 
support individuals with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.  On the other hand, it also indi-
cates that Region IX has work that needs to be 
done to rejuvenate the other state chapters which 
were no represented and may not have an active 
state chapter.  For the region to reach its highest 
potential two things must occur:  first we must find 
out what is needed to assist the states that are 
inactive to rebuild their state chapters.  I encour-
age each state chapter chairperson or a represen-
tative from an inactive state to contact me so that 
we can discuss what the region can do to assist 
you; and then to develop a plan of action to ad-
dress the problem and work towards a solution.  
My email address is PTI450@aol.com.  Secondly, 
once the states are strong we can then work to-
gether as a unified team with each state taking a 
responsibility in participating in projects that are 
sponsored by the region. 
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tional information on how to submit the action plan, refer to the website 
and/or contact the National Office, they will provide information on the 
process. 
 
Other Topics discussed: 

− Steps that AAMR needs to take to attract new members and how 
to bring these individuals into leadership was a major topic dis-
cussed.  A workshop was conducted during the National Confer-
ence by young membership leaders on what attracted them to 
AAMR and what keeps them active in this association. 

− 130th National Conference will be held in Montreal in May 2006.  
And what we can do to attract more people to attend this confer-
ence. 

− Name change of AAMR:  The National Board is still meeting to 
discuss the name change.  Membership and advocates want 
mental retardation removed from the name.  The acronym AAMR 
is used whenever possible, but for legal documents and purposes, 
the full name American Association on mental Retardation needs 
to be used.  Additional meetings will be held throughout the year 
and at the 130th National Conference in Montreal to discuss the 
issue. 
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COMMUNITY ACCESS 
U N L I M I T E D  

80 West Grand Street 

Elizabeth, New Jersey 

07202-1447 

AAMR can give you that competitive edge. 

Joining is easy...join online! 
Log on to www.aamr.org and click on “I want to join!” 
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